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Op- Ed: M idas Gold decides not  to take responsibi l i t y for  m in ing- caused water  pol lut i on , 
and f i les a lawsui t  against  the U.S. Forest  Servi ce 
 
Reese Hodges, Conservation Associate, Idaho Rivers United 
 
 
CEO Laurel  Sayer  recent ly announced that  M idas Gold Corporat ion t ook “ a necessary step 
to protect  M idas Gold f rom  being held responsible for  al leged water  pol lut ion f rom  lands 
owned and m anaged by the U.S. Forest  Service.”  This step was a lawsui t  f i led by M idas 
against  the U.S. Forest  Service on August  18th, 2020, for  Clean Water  Act  violat ions due to 
histor ic m in ing in  the St ibni t e Gold Project  area, which lef t  t r ibutar ies of  the East  Fork 
South Fork Salm on River  w i th elevated levels of  contam inants (heavy m etals and 
sedim ent ) .  
 
A m inor , but  im por tant  cor rect ion; the Forest  Service does not  own Nat ional  Forest  lands. 
We the people, col lect ively own our  publ ic lands. The Forest  Service is the adm inist rator  
that  acts on behal f  of  the publ ic. In  essence, th is act ion by M idas claim s that  th is pol lut ion 
is the responsibi l i t y of  the people of  the Uni ted States, not  the m in ing indust ry that  caused 
i t .  
 
I n  2019, the Nez Perce Tr ibe f i led a lawsui t  against  M idas Gold for  violat ing the Clean 
Water  Act  by al lowing the sam e pol lut ion to cont inue in  t he East  Fork South Fork Salm on 
River , where M idas holds m in ing claim s and hopes to ext ract  near ly 5 m i l l ion ounces of  
gold. M idas responded wi th an at t em pt  to have the case dism issed, but  was denied by the 
cour t .  
 
This br ings a cr i t ical ly im por tant  quest ion: i f  M idas doesn’ t  want  to be responsible for  
m in ing pol lut ion on publ ic lands now, w i l l  t hey in  the future af ter  dum ping thei r  waste in  
Payet te Nat ional  Forest?  
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Midas  Gold ’s  St ibn it e  p roject  wou ld  occu r  m os t ly on  u n d is t u rbed  p u blic lan d , ext r act in g  
gold  from  3 op en  p it s  wit h  cyan ide leach  p rocesses ,  an d  dep os it in g  10 0  m illion  t on s  of 
con t am in a t ed  m in in g m at er ia ls  beh in d  a  4 0 0 - foot  h igh  dam  in  t h e u n d is t u rbed  Meadow 
Creek va lley, bu ryin g cr it ica l h ab it a t  for  Bu ll Trou t  an d  Ch in ook Sa lm on . Th a t ’s  ju s t  t h e t ip  
of t h e iceberg  for  t h e u n avoidable im p act s ; loom in g r isks  of t a ilin gs  dam  fa ilu r e ,  acid  
m in e d r a in age, an d  cyan ide sp ills  a r e  an ot h er  s t ory. 
 
Midas  Gold  r ep resen t a t ives  r ep ea t ed ly cla im  t h a t  t h e St ibn it e  Gold  Project  will “ add ress  
legacy en viron m en t a l is su es  left  by p r eviou s  m in in g op era t or s” .  Also , Midas  Gold ’s  PR 
t eam  oft en  r em in ds  p eop le t h a t  “ act ion s  sp eak lou der  t h an  words” . So, le t ’s  t ake a  look a t  
t h e act ion s  t h a t  Midas  Gold  Corp ora t ion  h as  t aken  t o  da t e: 
 

● Midas  lobbied  t h e Tru m p  adm in is t r a t ion  for  p erm iss ion  t o  wr it e  t h eir  own  
Biologica l Assessm en t ,  a  cr it ica l com p on en t  of t h e federa l en vir on m en t a l r eview 
p rocess  u n der  t h e Na t ion a l En vir on m en t a l Po licy Act .  

● Midas  lobbied  a t  t h e s t a t e  level t o  ch an ge Idah o code an d  a llow Corp ora t e  
Assu ran ces  as  a  fin an cia l gu aran t ee for  clean u p  of t h e p roject . If Midas  goes  
ban kru p t  (wh ich  oft en  h ap p en s  t o  m in in g com p an ies  n ea r  t h e com p let ion  of 
m in in g op era t ion s ) ,  a  Corp ora t e  Gu aran t ee is  wor t h less  an d  wou ld  leave t axp ayer s  
wit h  t h e clean u p  bill.  

● Midas  lobbied  a t  t h e s t a t e  level t o  ch an ge Idah o code r egard in g t h e u se of cyan ide 
for  p rocess in g or e,  a  cr it ica l r egu la t ion  for  p ro t ect in g  wa t er  qu a lit y.  

● Midas  filed  a  m ot ion  t o  s t ay an d  d ism iss  t h e lawsu it  brou gh t  by t h e Nez  Perce Tr ibe 
for  illega lly r eleas in g p ollu t an t s  in t o  t h e EFSF Sa lm on  River .  

● Midas  filed  a  lawsu it  aga in s t  t h e Fores t  Service  in  Au gu s t  20 20 , for  p ollu t ion  t h a t  
com es  from  t h eir  own  m in in g cla im s .  

● Midas  p rom ot ed  a  m is lead in g a r t icle  from  Th e Da ily Ca ller ,  t h a t  m ade t h e fa lse  
cla im  t h a t  “ en viron m en t a lis t s  a r e  t r yin g t o  b lock t h e clean u p  of an  aban don ed  
Idah o m in e t h a t  is  leakin g a r sen ic,  an t im on y an d  ot h er  t oxin s  in t o  n ea rby r iver s  
an d  s t r eam s .”  

 
Th e lawsu it  filed  on  Au gu s t  18 , 20 20 , by Midas  Gold  aga in s t  t h e U.S. Fores t  Service, in  
add it ion  t o  t h ese o t h er  act ion s , u n derm in es  t h eir  own  effor t s  t o  dem on s t r a t e  
t r an sp ar en cy, goodwill,  an d  t h a t  m ore m in in g can  fix t h e p roblem s  cau sed  by m in in g .  
 
Midas  Gold  con t in u es  wit h  im m en se effor t  t o  con vin ce Idah oan s  t h a t  t h eir  p r oject  will 
r es t or e  sa lm on  t o  t h e h eadwat er s  of t h e Sou t h  Fork Sa lm on  River . IRU, a lon g wit h  m an y 
p ar t n er  organ iza t ion s , ou r  m em ber s ,  an d  m ore, a r e  skep t ica l. Bu t  wh a t  does  t h e scien ce 
t e ll u s?  
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The Draft  En viron m en t a l Im p act  St a t em en t  (DEIS) for  t h e St ibn it e  Gold  Project , p rovides  
an  an swer  t o  t h is  on goin g deba t e .  Th e St ibn it e  Gold  Project ,  a s  p rop osed  by Midas  Gold  
Corporat ion, w i l l  adversely im pact  Endangered Species Act  l i sted Chinook  Salm on, 
Steelhead, and Bul l  Trout . 
 
Unfor tunately for  M idas, th is cont radicts thei r  nar rat ive of  a plan to “ restore the si te” . A 
cr i t ical  prem ise for  bui lding suppor t  for  thei r  proposed project  is to clean up legacy 
m in ing im pacts, and restore f ish passage for  salm onids past  the Glory Hole, or  Yel low 
Pine Pi t , t o the upper  East  Fork of  the South Fork Salm on River . Fol lowing years of  
scient i f ic studies and envi ronm ental  im pact  analysis recent ly publ ished in the DEIS, the 
resul t s dem onst rate that  even  w i th  back f i l l i ng the Glory Hole and st ream  restorat ion  
ef for t s, t he i r r eversible dam age caused by the St ibn i te Gold Project  w i l l  r esul t  i n  a net  
loss of  sui table habi tat  for  Chinook  Salm on, Steelhead, and Bul l  Trout . The pr im ary 
causes are dest ruct ion of  habi tat , increases in  water  tem peratures, and decreases in  
st ream f low f rom  m ining act ivi t ies. That ’ s just  i f  everything goes as planned. But  as 
history has shown, m ost  m odern gold m ines pol lute water  w i th accidental  spi l l s of  
contam inants. 
 
M idas Gold has repeatedly m ade the false claim  that  they are the only ent i t y capable of  
restor ing t he upper  EFSF Salm on River . So, i f  act ions speak louder  than words, let ’ s take a 
br ief  look at  the act ions of  other  par t ies involved and t ruly invested in  protect ing and 
restor ing t he South Fork of  the Salm on River . 
 
The Nez Perce Tr ibe cont inues to work extensively to restore decl in ing Chinook Salm on 
populat ions, and cur rent ly spend near ly $2.8 m i l l ion a year  to protect  salm on and habi tat  
in  the South Fork Salm on River  basin . M ul t iple governm ent  agencies have spent  over  $7 
m i l l ion on- si te restorat ion since 1997, including rem oval  of  35,000 cubic yards of  tai l ings 
and restorat ion of  3,200- foot  sect ion of  lower  M eadow Creek. Upon successful  com plet ion 
of  the project , form er  Krassel  Ranger  Dist r ict  Fish Biologist  M ary Faurot  stated, “ Now that  
i t ’ s cleaner  up here, we’ re feel ing bet ter  about  working on f ix ing the bar r ier  down below 
(near ly ver t ical  rocks lef t  f rom  m ining operat ions which f ish cannot  get  past )…and m aybe 
get t ing back som e populat ions of  species l ike Chinook, steelhead, m igratory bul l  t rout , 
and m igratory cut throat .”  
 
Both federal  agencies and the Nez Perce Tr ibe have indicated restorat ion of  f ish passage at  
the Yel low Pine Pi t  (Glory Hole), which is on pr ivate land, as a near  team  possibi l i t y and 
pr ior i t y. The t r ibe even subm i t ted a f ish passage project  proposal  to the 2007- 2009 
Nor thwest  Power  and Conservat ion Counci l  Fish and Wi ldl i fe Provincial  Review and was 
approved for  funding, but  the pr ivate land becam e inaccessible for  the project  when 
acqui red by M idas Gold Corporat ion. Governm ent  agency and t r ibal  ef for t s to restore the 
St ibni t e area stopped in 2012, when new m ineral  explorat ion began by M idas Gold 
Corporat ion.  
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Midas  Gold ’s  Idah o t eam  h as  don e m an y p os it ive t h in gs  in  t h e Va lley Cou n t y com m u n it y 
in  effor t s  t o  bu ild  a llian ces  an d  su pp or t . Wh en  it  com es  t o  t h e cla im  t h a t  an ot h er  la rge 
sca le  gold  m in e can  “ r es t or e t h e s it e”  a t  St ibn it e ,  it ’s  clea r  t h a t  t h eir  act ion s , bot h  t o  da t e  
an d  p rop osed , don ’t  p an  ou t . If Midas  Gold  Corp ora t ion  t r u ly believes  t h a t  t h ey can  
“ r es t or e t h e s it e” ,  t h ey n eed  t o  go back t o  t h e d r awin g board  an d  com e u p  wit h  a  m u ch  
bet t er  p lan  t o  do so .  
 
 


