
VALUING IDAHO'S PUBLIC 
LANDS AND OUTDOORS

Public lands are essential to the prosperity of our state. 

Our outdoors are an economic driver and help attract and 

retain businesses and employees in Idaho.  IBO provides 

businesses with the opportunity to showcase their 

support for the development of effective education, 

research and policy that begins to measure and revalue 

our outdoors and public lands as vital state assets:

• Idaho's outdoor recreation economy generates 

$7.8 billion in consumer spending and support 

https://outdoorindustry.org/press-release/utdoor-recreation-thriving-idahos-2nd-congressional-district-2-36-billion-annual-resident-spending/
https://www.idahobo.org/


78,000 jobs

• 79% of Idaho’s residents participate in outdoor 

recreation

• Our outdoors are a recruitment tool for 

businesses used to attract and retain workers

• Areas in the West with protected wilderness, 

national parks and recreational assets have 

higher growth rate and higher per-capita 

income

• Medical savings and improved physical and 

mental health are associated with outdoor 

lifestyles

While scenic trails, rivers, parks, lakes and mountains are 

our playground, the total economic value of our outdoors 

remain largely unmeasured and undervalued in Idaho. 

Nationally, the Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) 

published its first report in February of 2018, showing 

how outdoor pursuits like skiing, biking and boating ripple 

through the U.S. economy.  Our U.S. recreation economy 

accounted for 2.0 percent ($373.7 billion) of current-dollar 

GDP in 2016. This initial outdoor recreation satellite 

account does not measure the value of outdoor 

recreation by state. We need this kind of data in Idaho, as 

well as the engagement of a broader set of stakeholders 

as we try to advocate for the total value of our public 

lands and outdoors.

The historical lack of detailed state-specific data 

regarding outdoor recreational activities continues to 

https://outdoorindustry.org/press-release/utdoor-recreation-thriving-idahos-2nd-congressional-district-2-36-billion-annual-resident-spending/
https://outdoorindustry.org/resource/idaho-outdoor-recreation-economy-report/
https://headwaterseconomics.org/public-lands/federal-lands-performance/
https://bea.gov/newsreleases/industry/orsa/orsanewsrelease.htm
https://www.idahobo.org/


handicap Idaho, our private and public sector, as well as 

our state overall. With an abundance of outdoor amenities 

and public lands (63%), our Idaho way of life and diverse 

state economy depends on our ability to maintain our 

lands. IBO needs your support in building a strong and 

diverse business voice to support research that measures 

the value of our outdoors in supporting investments, jobs, 

innovations, revenues and wellness benefits. More data 

helps us plan, grow, and properly fund the outdoors as a 

dynamic and vital part of our Idaho economy. 

Please join your business name with IBO, a 501(c)3 non-

profit organization, as we activate research, education, 

advocacy and policy that will help preserve our public 

lands and sustain our outdoor legacy for future 

generations. 

J O I N  U S

IDAHO BUSINESS FOR THE OUTDOORS

B E C O M E  A  M E M B E R

https://idaho-outdoor-biz.squarespace.com/join-us
https://www.facebook.com/idahobo.org/
https://twitter.com/DermottHeather
http://instagram.com/idahobusinessforoutdoors
https://www.pinterest.com/idahobusinessfortheoutdoors/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/heather-dermott-3754907b
https://secure.squarespace.com/checkout/donate?donatePageId=58dd69d0bf629a16f03f8fdf
https://www.idahobo.org/


C O N T A C T

STAY INFORMED
Sign up to receive our monthly newsletter. 

First Name  Last Name

Email Address

SIGN UP

READ OUR PRIVACY POLICY HERE

https://www.idahobo.org/contact
https://www.idahobo.org/s/Privacy-policy-6153177.pdf
https://www.idahobo.org/

