| South Fork Salmon River Basin

5) \cy/'
@\ 5/ $
2/ g/
' Q - S/
U
3 P |
§ (s 7% Rive,
Riggins . b &) 4 44
W A 555 \ ~Y7--- (
o es ® SR . 7 / '
/ e N e’ [
! 1614 |
¥ ] N
Q;/ { g’ / : =y o(ee & # Mackay Bar
; = '
&b/ ' x > /246 q&b“e
Lo )
7 ! o 1
/ / Q \
\
g \
(I lg ,l \
\ (& \ X !Varren
\ i ‘\ ’-‘\ 340’1’ ‘\
' Burgdorf'¥ 7/ o v 5
\ & A = \ Hettingery > S
D (0} 5 A .
\3 19@ r « Chinook 0 o Ef
1L FH21 / s 8 %
/ - 7z ’ N 34
- ‘/ 1 \ - |\ ‘g
/ N : \ e\k \ / & S. Fork
4 '\ 0‘0 | | < s Guard Station
/ \ ! % > 8 e
/ P ' Ha& Upper Payette Lake .~ / N\ 1o [ : %
/ / ) % & ek (o 0
oI 3 Q « Big Creek
7 /
r/ ‘)/O K
: & > ,
\ | y
) Lick Creek - c-===~ -
\ iR / Summit .-~ \iA Ponderosa | :
S / P S \ \
; \ W \\
y See L3
[/ FH48 % - ;
ll '\
’

1

1

¥ 1]

2 A '

Q * - - /
Xf A s .
’ Y B e * E3 . SOU[,,
a4 o < Yellow 0%
 Krassel f Pine
) ) 0 \
Creek/ = \ I \
vx\o“‘ /// \ § i -> A' Ice Hole
Little Payette Lake o | o ‘
' 3 | '
_ —’/ I‘ = / $ :I ’
/ 7 i St
| / / 674 §/ 1413
3 | ll S
= 0( - ‘ §
3| 6@‘9/' \ Sl
% | &/ A # \_
9 \ P
3| 5 &/ \ p
3 | /
@ |

joNg
e — . T e
|

— : P Warm Lake 5
1
1
e \ 22 - # "
\ s 1 579
1 7 A
| , -
1
Cascade / \
Reservoir - / '
N \% = NG )
\
\\ Foty Town O River ——e 'l
River Access = SIrEaM  —— \
‘. ] Rapids Vi Highway —— - - —— \
Footbridge ~ — Pavement— — — — - '
! Airstrip > Gravel ==-=--ooo .
! Camping A Tralll cmesvememsssssssss ;
l Guard Station # | ‘
[ PUEESEION 8 .
\}

~~~~~~~ ——

71



LENGTH GRADIENT
LEVEL  57(32) miles 42 fpm g‘dlfyh;

Road end (3,500 ft.)
Vinegar Creek { (confl. 2,160 ft.) 1,960 ft.}
101 miles

Kayak, canoe, raft

No
May, June, July
Krassel, (208) 634-8151

No*
k., Parks Pk., Pilot Pk., Chicken Pk.

williams P

Warren 15', Payette NF
Steep mountain-river, boulder-choked rapids,

limited access, trail, wilderness.

CHARACTER:

easons the South Fork of the Salmon

DESCRIPTION:  There are good r
is becoming a popular whitewater run. It has the perfect mix of whitewater,

scenery, and seclusion.
The rapids are a mix of long rock gardens and steep single drops. The
South Fork has been kayaked and canoed when the flow wasgbelowpl'. The

run loses most of the whitewater excitement at low flows, but remains a
beautiful wilderness tour. When the water’s high, the Soutfl Fork contains
:?l?i]rz cggagf_?gir}g wgite\gater. Bruce Olson and i\/Iike Lyons kayaked the
iles 1n a da ' :
entirely submerge the Igrasysglu(t}t:llfgg nT;’lv: ?z?r tZGﬂ\g/tarter kwt?sl hlglﬁetr:orl:ggrtig
called Greyhound, because the hole. that fi : b O O ek . ?1 : e
witer’s this hightis. according toLiyons, bi orms helow rtfhe éockhw eélbus
~ The river runs through a beautif 1 genaughtasue 250 il )
mix of thick forests and open e Tkt e .vegetatlon’i;
o e e hoked aff MiddleFort, |
outhe Tent Wit 6o rsal ie ; a big boulder choked affair with alarge l}'ove
miles down from the put-i eTWeen the boulders at most flows. It’s about 5 .
or a frightening minetElel dmf he next big rapid is Surprise; a fun rock g%
Creek Rapid, formerly kn of deep holes, depending upon the Watet leve!: ll
cliff onthe left and thg] own as Teetering Log, can be identified by e1efl
by high water, used to bsteep drop at the base of the cliff. A teetering 1 'hed
it off in ’82. Don’t 00 i e perched on the edge of this cliff. High water W&
only a short recove%;') g:)g;ebdeep holes in the first part of this rapid- Thet®
P At the South Fork Guasgore tl.‘e Seconq part pf the rapid- _ .. saﬂd
eveloped campin Station there is a bridge, Some buildie” e
Gapand Elk Summitg - A shuttle can drive here with car,nping geal lf-Pwthe
;;vest. On the left bmar§3 g en to the east or Secesh and Warren l}m‘“‘&fg Jf
ank. Look for some ,buildir:llﬂes downstream, Hettenger Ranch 13 ";,0
gs, an old incinerator and an airs"™”

. y
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; t could be flown in gy cft g
: iocht . Equipmen 0 lef gy,

irstrip if you want atx?d cars can drive in here as well, Ay

s er

juring the summ

ATy

: - v % i logjam op th

its must be open d, is the biggest. A hu.ge &) € rigly,
Sumn;:a“ Creek, th}?‘ lﬁs‘;:tlgrl Fall Creek is along Series of steep Chutes, degy
marks the ra.pld. At lgIt’S steep enough that you will prObably want tq SCoyt
holes and big gr%:)ess.sl ow moving water develops between the firg( tWo dropy
it. Asthe ﬂ‘;‘é’ can be sectioned by kayaks. Bt backc o
and the rap fthe South Fork’s mouth, Mackay Bar, a YACK Country gyeq

Ups-tref ;ns%ort hike up the river-left bank of the Maip Salmon. Ty gt
:ﬁg:: ’sltso];;li/hen the trail on the right bank of the South Fork st

arts to climp
way from the river, because at the mouth, theref i1s a large bluff that’s ghfﬁcult
?o ggt around. With reservations, there are cabi

ns and hot meals availabje at
Mackay Bar. Beerand candy can be boy ght with

The gauge at Kraggs
ifyou are g0Ing to use th;j
of. Un Ortunately, the K
with the Eagt Fork

el is used to determine
S gauge there are g coup
rassel gauge is located
he South Fork, which

flows on the South Fork, but
le things you should be aware
upstream from the confluence
of t is equal to, or bigger than tlllle
South Fork at ths Point. The Secesh adds at least another 1000 cfs gs ggm-
Sreused to be gauge located at the put-in (1932-1943). The records o
this gauge show the river peaking in May, The Krassel gauge shows ain o

- Nerefore a Kraggel reading in May should indicate a higher flow

an a June reading,

The shuttle i ]

in
ong and difficy]. Starting in McCall, go east on the mai
Street along the | e

the Lick Cr

ise, follow
€re the main road turns south towards Boise,
eek Road 34 miles to the confluence with the Soqth Fork. Theg;‘lllrﬂr]’
ftand drive tg 1, Sndof the road. If the Lick Creek Rond s closed, S ltothe
of MeCay 10 Cascade. J Ust north of Cascade take the Warm Lake Iﬁ(l)?a rk past
ea:tébﬁvﬁ' tothe Sough Fork Road, ang turn north. Follow the South Fo

€Ceg to

@ o Imon
the end of the road. The take-out is east of Riggins up the Sa
26 mileg at Vi McC

the take-out on
Inegar Creek. ll¢ also be reache'd frpm T
g‘;}:re‘?ch Creek Road, ifijtg ope'(rll. Mzglst of the passes in this areaopenin

29Ig upon ¢he

Shuttle drivegs can be g Pack.

g 1.
Call the McCall Ranger District for details

ary in McCall.
o float anged at the sporting goods shops in
out o t R
Stopped apq N the Maip, §

almon you need a permit. People have been
O™INg off the South Fork.
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FORK SALMON, GOAT CREEK RUN

SOUTH
L LENGTH GRADIEN
CIIJ\,}XSVS L3EX12 6 miles 83 fpm L ;“ME
\; >4.5' hours
N: Goat Creek, mile 8.9 (4,680 ft.)
T AKPElf(T)l}l poverty Flats, mile 14 (4,180 ft.)

UTTLE: 7 miles
SHCRAFT: Kayak, cano€

PORTAGES: Logs
SEASON: May, June
GAUGE: Krassel, (208) 634-8151

ERMIT: No
¢ MAPS: White Rock Pk.

CHARACTER: Swift mountain river, ledge drops and rock
logjams, removed road, remote.

gardens,
DESCRIPTION: The Goat Creek run on the South Fork of the Saim,q
is a great class IV day run. There are at least 20 good drops including one clasz
V ledge. The run is extremely secluded and the,water cold. The road climbg
up away from the river at the put-in and doesn’t return until the take-out

You may have seen the high water put in technique for this rup m a
Rocky Rossi video. It’s very shallow and rocky below the pipe. If you can see
the rocks, walk down the steep hill and avoid the theatrics.

About half way down this run, logs start to show up. A sharp, but open
corner to the right signals the start of the bigger drops. There is a huge log in
the eddy at the top on the left. You can’t miss the obvious horizon down-
stream. The next drop is a class V series of ledges known as Double Drop.
Keep your nose up. Pitons are common here. There’s an easy portage onthe |
right, put in either mid-way or at the bottom.

The class IT riffle just below has an innocuous, but dangerous under-cut
rock right in the middle. On one cold spring morning, [ was eddied out in the
pool below this drop watching Clinton LaTourrette float down. Suddenly, he
literally disappeared from the river’s surface, pulled down by the undercut. As
I jumped out of my boat, his yellow helmet rose up and broke out of the walet
in the same place he had gone under. His face was out of the water and he could
breath, but he was pinned to the bottom. Our eyes locked and I remember
mentally going through a hundred rescue techniques in about five seconds.
Then.I could see he was moving forward in the water. He had reached dowd:
tp;ut hl}Sl hands on the rock and bottom and pulled forward and free. His kay

reaCTe\SOO:lt of the water like a surfacing submarine. g
ore significant rapids remain, both are steep ledges droppiné A
reversals. The first is marked by a log bridging the river below the droP-",
Zl?ruf:é):]ﬁ around the corner it looks like the log is sitting right oD the ¥
you’'re (,)n ?f\:i/: \rlS; 2zlltn?ln e hlghe§t ﬂovys th_ere’s plenty o Clez:)rrﬁ
2 guidebook. There going under this log is a tight squeeze, YOU ") a0
: are lots of logs and sweepers on the this ruf as

16



South Fork Salmon River
Goat Creek
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;everal must b Portaged depeﬂding on the watel itve
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¢ fam . |
OUs Teetering Log. Photo: Rob Lesser
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bAbl FTURN ODOUU LI I JVARSR AT ALY LK’ LOWER

NGTH GRAD]R
LEVEL LENG NT
Clﬁ?-%s 1,000 cfs 15 miles 67 fpm ngIME
IV-V+ >1,500 cfs

PUT IN:  Johnson Creek (4,650 ft.)
TAKE OUT:  Indian Point (3,640 ft.)
SHUTTLE: 15 miles
CRAFT: Kayak
PORTAGES: No
SEASON: May, June
GAUGE: No#*
PERMIT: No

MAPS:  Williams Pk., Parks Pk., Pilot Pk., Chickep Pk,
Warren 15, Payerse NF ’
CHARACTER: Small mountain river, high

gradient, continugyg
boulder-choked rapids, logs

, Toad, secluded.

'S run while Setting up the shuttle, If you
o llrtherOTlhn'g Pretty big to you by the time yog
»b mC0mmg ive o 88 Only get tougher upstream an
ut yoy I stig Cr;lsfllllitgmatWe Ut-1n. This wi]) cut oﬁtmost of the class
the rOCkSenalme focyg Poin sg Afhrollgh Some river wide holes and dodging
Fork can e <T8€ and the a1tS: At loey flows the rapids become feot ror] o
inL . Jere : A low yape, prt SOMe def Inition. The East Fork South
dring as we]) I good camp ;4 €T, but pe Careful of broaching or pinning.
zi)s\g 1 ang e:isezslt ot € Put-in and the take-out. Food and
Asstick galr: Of Yelloy Pinecan be found 5 mile up from the start in the

100 :
.S Can p ek is th Yards up Johnson Creek on the right bank.
dling table "~ *Sed to Judge tﬁen}]alor Source of water for the East Fork, this
OWs for this run. See the appendix for the
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;ST FORK SOUTH FORK SALMON RIVER, UPPER

LEVEL LENGTH GRADIENT TIME
CLASS 250 cfs 3 miles 123 fpm 1-2 hours

PUT IN: Vibika Creek (5,020 ft.)
TAKE OUT:  Johnson Creek (4,650 ft.)
SGHUTTLE: 3 miles
CRAFT: Kayak
PORTAGES: No
SEASON: May, June
GAUGE: Near Stibnite
PERMIT: No
MAPS: Yellow Pine, Payette NF
CHARACTER: Steep creek, continuous, technical, logs, road,
secluded.

DESCRIPTION: If you like catching eddies and flying down steep
chutes, you’ll like this run. This is a little creek, with lots of technical rock
gardens and a couple of steep chutes. Some of the chutes may require scouting
simply because the bottom is hidden under the horizon. At higher flows these
ledges could change into powerful reversals. There are two good rapids at the
end of the run. The first is just upstream from the East Fork Road Bridge and
the second 1s at the confluence with Johnson Creek. The stretch that can’t be
seen from the road is basically the same as the rest of the run.

There is an operating gauge seven miles upstream from the put-in. The
hydrograph is based on the old gauge, located upstream of the confluence.
Though this gauge is no longer operatin g, the data is more accurate for judging
the season and actual volume of this run.

The put-in is east of Yellow Pine three miles on road 412.

Elevation

cfs
East Fork South Fork Salmon River

| Upper Run -1 700
N - 600
5100 — Average gradeint. June Peak—2,050 cfs, 6/14/33 4 500

123 fpm P/‘\ Drainage area—104 mi.> g 00
4 ~
" / \ 300

4700 / \ - 200

s e 1 100
450 Miles (months 1-12) OG0 o

ON\IAM\.‘I 1 | N 1 g | 1 1 . | ” 1 o 1 A 1 2 0

2 3 4 5 ¢ 7 8 9 10 11 12

SN
L




N CR EEK
"OHNSO GTH G
; VEL LENGT RADIENT  TIM
(jll,;ﬁgs lg,g() cfs 6 miles 53 fpm 5 houl:?-_s
[ce Hole Ccampground (5,600 ft.)
Campground (4,650 ft.)

l;_lf('gl?; Ycll(l)w Pine
TTLE: 6 miles
HUTY Kayak

RALS: 0

SEASO . Yellow Pine

(;Alriﬁ% i
PERN s Log Mtn., Caton Lak

MAPS:
. Steep creek. rock gar

utstanding rapids on thi
s run. The f;
d. In between, there are four mﬁef .
S of

e. Yellow Pine, Boise
i , Boise NF
dens, logjams, road, secludeq

There are (WO 0

DESCRIPTION:

is right at the start, the second at the en
[1] busy water.

d, Deadhorse Rapid is around

¢

If you start at [ce Hole Campgroun
[1-1I1; not much of a

Svarm up fo

I

hundred yards of class
Dea ff with a long rock garden. After crash
In

what follows.
downaseries of ledges, the river is pinched between tw
. 2 obo ;
feet across dropping six feet onto a boulder in the cent::dgfrst;l“aslotten
her going to hit the boulder Su:fcal:,mnlt'
b ug y

Depending On the level, you're eit
ht, you might squeak through clean. Th
» Lnen

cushion or, if you've been living rig
the river takes a sharp turn to the left. The outside is choked with
sweepers,

don’t go out here. The turn leads into a fantastic
T e e o L
boiling mess duea):oalt]herler{]'e?t on your fast start. The last ra ido," South-
nixing currents of the two rivers gt IS asteep |
t twice as large as the East Fork South F orktt};; eprg}m, |
- s

corner following @
dhorse starts O

th}rzson Creek is abou
stick gauge on Johnson Creek
. about 100

S o ble yards up from the confluence. S
Elevation . ‘
- ! Johnson Creek @ |
N /\ June |
Peak—6.230, 61774 ™

5000
b \\ / \ Drainage area—213 T

i M e ! - |
4800 [~ Average gfa‘dh\ / ean elevatmo——’l,l’lO .

L 53 fpm 41
4700 X \ — |
45 . '

00 . | Miles (months 1-12)
I
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