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sourH FORK SALMON, CANYON 
LENGTH 

CLASS 
III+ 

Ill-IV 
IV-V 

LEV~L 52 (32) miles 
<1.5 
>1.5' 
>4.2' 

GRADIENT 
42fpm 

Road end (3,500 ft.) 
Vinegar Creek{ (confl. 2,160 ft.) 1,960 ft.} pUT-IN: 

TAKE-OUT: 101 miles 
Kayak, canoe, raft 
No 
May, June, July 
Krassel, (208) 634-8151 

SHUTTLE: 
CRAFT: 

PORTAGES: 
SEASON: 
GAUGE: 

TIME 
2 days 

No* Williams Pk., Parks Pk., Pilot Pk., Chicken Pk., 
Warren 15', Payette NF 

PERMIT: 
MAPS: 

CHARACTER: Steep mountain-riyer, ~oulder-choked rapids, 
limited access, trail, wilderness. 

DESCRIPTION: There are good reasons the South Fork of the Salmon 
is becoming a popular whitewater run. It has the perfect mix of whitewater, 
scenery, and seclusion. The rapids are a mix of long rock gardens and steep single drops. The 
South Fork has been kayaked and canoed when the flow was below l'. The 
run loses most of the whitewater excitement at low flows, but remains a 
beautiful wilderness tour. When the water's high, the South Fork contains 
some challenging whitewater. Bruce Olson and Mike Lyons kayaked the 
entire 52 miles in a day by putting on when the water was high enough to 
entirely submerge the Krassel Gauge. The large flat rock below Hettenger is 
called Greyhound, because the hole that forms below the rock when the 
"Yater's thi~ high is, according to Lyons, big enough to surf a Greyholl!1d ~us. 

. Th~ nver runs through a beautiful granite canyon. The vegetation 15 a 
mix of thick forests and open mountain sides much like the Middle Fork. The 
firSt named rapid is Devil Creek; a big bould~r choked affair with a large hole 
0~

1
thedleft. you can sneak between the boulders at most flows. It's about five 

m1 es own from the p t · Th . . . . k garden or a fri ht . . u -m. e next big rapid 1s Surprise; a fun roe Elk 
Creek fui;~nf mmefield of deep holes, depending upon the water leVt• tall 
cliffonth/1eft o~e~y known as Teetering Log, can be identifie? bY/ \~ 
by high water :ed t e steep drop at the base of the cliff. A teetenng 

0
~bed 

it off in '82. Don't t~ ~e ~rched on the edge of this cliff. Hi~ wa!fOJere's 
only a short recoveg mt 

1 
e deep holes in the first part of this rapt · 

At the South ?o {00 before tl_ie second part of the rapid .. jngsiil1d 
developed campin/ A G~ard Station ~ere is a bridge, s~me blll

11trrofile 
Gap and Elk Summit s uttle can dnve here with campmg gear mit to we 
west. On the left bant:i~pen_ to the east or Secesh and Warren S~Jll011 we Je~ 
bank. Look for some buil~ ~mies downs!£Cam, Hettenger R8!1ch _,s profll tbe 

mgs, an old incinerator and an a1rStflP· : 
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. ht Equipment could be flown in and left at 
.. er the ranch is out o1f· s1g_t u·p Mackay Bar makes regular flights in hthe 
iv . t to ive 1 . . . 11 b t S ere lirstrip 1f you wan d can dnve 1n here as we , u ecesh and Wa :luring the summer an cars rren 
Summits must be ff"st rapid is the biggest. A huge logjam on the ri h 

Fall Cr<:~\~: g~ water Fan Creek is a long series of steep chutes ct! t 
marks the :P\~aves'. It, s steep enough that you will probably ~ant to 'sco~ ~i°~! t:dflo! drops, slow moving water develops between the first two drops 

. d the rapid can be sectioned by kayaks. 
an Upstream of the South Fork'~ mouth, Mackay Bar, a ~ack country guest 
ranch is just a short hike up the nver-left bank of the Mam Salmon. To get 
there,' stop when the trail on the right bank of ~e South Fork start,s t~ climb 
away from the river, because at the mouth, there 1s a large bluff that s d1fficu1t 
to get around. With reservations, there are cabins and hot meals available at 
Mackay Bar. Beer and candy can be bought without reservations but, the price 
is reflective of American Economic Theory. 

Don't camp along the Main Salmon unless you have a permit. Paddling 
out is recommended. This part of the Salmon is known as "Salmon Lake." 
There are two rapids in 20 miles; paddle don't float. 

The gauge at Krassel is used to determine flows on the South Fork, but 
if you are going to use this gauge there are a couple things you should be aware 0

f: Unfortunately, the Krassel gauge is located upstream from the confluence 
with the East Fo!k of the South Fork, which is equal to, or bigger than the 
South Fork at this point. The Secesh adds at least another 1000 cfs as well. 
~ere used to be a ga~ge located at the put-in (193 2-194 3 ). The records from 

is gauge show the nver peaking in May. The Krassel gauge shows a June 
peak_ Therefore a Krassel reading in May should indicate a higher flow in the canyon than a Jui:ie reading. . 

t The shuttle is long and difficult Starting in McCall go east on the main s reet along th lak Wh · ' · 11 
the Lick e e. ~re the main road turns south towards BoISe, fo ow 
left and i{~eek Roact 34 miles to the confluence with the South Fork. Then turn 
of M.cca17ve to the end of the road. If the Lick Creek Road is closed, go soutb 
east D · to Cascade. Just north of Cascade take the Warm Lake Road to the 
the S nve to the South Fork Road and turn north Follow the South Fork past 
26 m.1C:ssh t~1;he end of the road. The take-out is e~t of Riggins up the Salmon 
the Frenc~t c me gar Creek. McCall can also be reached from the take:o~t 0 ~ 
dependin reek Roact, ifit' s open. Most of the passes in this_art:a open m ~r 
Shuttl d& upon the snowpack Call the McCall Ranger D1stnct for detai s. 

e nvers can b · h · n McCall. *Tofloato e arrang~d at the sporting goods s ?PS I le have been stopped and f ~ton t~e Main Salmon you need a permit. Peop 
me coming off the South Fork. 

z ,., 11 
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RK SALMON GOAT CREEK RUN 
SOUTH FO ' 

CLASS 
IV-V 

V 

LEVEL LEN~TH GRADIENT 
3,_4,5' 6 miles 83 fpm 
>4.5' 

PUT-IN: 
TAKE-OUT: 

SHUTTLE: 
CRAFT: 

PORTAGES: 
SEASON: 
GAUGE: 

PERMIT: 

Goat Creek, mile 8.9 (4,680 ft.) 
Poverty Flats, mile 14 (4,180 ft.) 
7 miles 
Kayak, canoe 
Logs 
May, June 
Krassel, (208) 634-8151 
No 

TIME 
3 hours 

White Rock Pk. 
Swift mountain river, ledge drops and rock gard 
logjams, removed road, remote. ens, 

MAPS: 
CHARACTER: 

DESCRIPTION: The Goat Creek run on the South ~ork of the Salmon 
is a great class IV day run. There are at least 20 good drops including one class 
y ledge. The run is extremely secl_uded and the, water cold. _The road climbs 
up away from the river at the p~t-in and does~ t retu~ until the take-out. 

you may have seen the high water put 1n techniqu~ for this run in a 
Rocky Rossi video. It's very shall?w and roc~y below th~ pipe. If you can see 

' the rocks, walk down the steep hill and avoid the theatncs. 
About half way down this run, logs s!art to show up. A s~arp, but open, 

comer to the right signals the start of the ?igg~r drops. T~ere 1s a huge log in 
the eddy at the top on the left. You can t miss the obvious horizon down-
stream. The next drop is a class V series of ledges known as Double Drop. 
Keep your nose up. Pitons are common here. There's an easy portage on the 
right, put in either mid-way or at the bottom. 

The class II riffle just below has an innocuous , but dangerous under-cut 
rock right in the middle. On one cold spring morning, I was eddied out in the 
pool below this drop watching Clinton LaTourrette float down. Suddenly,he 
literally disappeared from the river's surface, pulled down by the undercut.As 
~jumped out of my boat, his yellow helmet rose up and broke out of the water 
m the same place he had gone under. His face was out of the water and he could 
breath, but he was pinned to the bottom. Our eyes locked and I remember 
mentally going through a hundred rescue techniques in about five secou<ls. 
Then_I could see he was moving forward in the water. He had reached dow~ 
put his hands on the rock and bottom and pulled forward and free. His kay 
breached out of the water like a surf acing submarine. . · 

Two more significant rapids remain both are steep ledges dropping 
10l~ 

reversals. The first is marked by a log bridging the river below the drop. 's 
you come around the comer it looks like the log is sitting right on the water U 
surf?ce, ho~ever at all b~t the highest flows there's plenty of cleara~c:~ed ·J ~n ts run and gomg under this log is a tight squeeze, you don ell and L_ u1 e oo . There are lots of logs ~: sweepers on the this run as w J 
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e
d depending on the water 1eve1 1 ne 

l

~ f\Ortag Fl ts th tak · nver 
,.., ... 1111•• ~c bOVe poverlY a • e e-out A men -
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CLASS 
III-V 

IV-V+ 

LEVEL 
1,000 cfs 

>1,500 cfs 

Johnson Creek (4,650 ft.) 
Indian Point (3,640 ft.) 
15 miles 

PUT IN: 
TAKEOUT: 
SHUTTLE: 

Kayak 
No 

CRAFT: 
PORTAGES: 

May,June 
No* 

SEASON: 
GAUGE: 

PERMIT: No 
MAPS: 

Williams Pk., Parks Pk., Pilot Pk., Chicken Pk., 
Warren 15, Payette NF 

CHARACTER: Small mountain river, high gradient, continuous 
boulder-choked rapids , logs, road, secluded. 

DESCRIPTION: This is an outs tan ding whitewater run. It is full of class 
IV drops with the most difficult rapids at the top. At most levels the river is 
full of big holes and even if you've scouted and planned out a line, you can 
count on falling into a couple of them over the course of the run; boat scouting will put you in a lot · more. 

Below the short flat water wann-up, the river drops directly into two 
back-to-back class V rapids. The first one has a fairly clean line, but you w!II 
;

1

;11 have 
10 

ta!ce on a _few ~oles towards the bottom. We call this Flight 1 1:~lator. WhI!e scou11ng this rapid one morning, Tony Brennan and !kept ~~am1 ~:ards the sky to find the jet plane we were hearing. As we 
rapid 'Jb own lhe bank we realized the jet sound was coming from the 
hydmulic~ :~

0~1 rapid doesn't have a clean line. It has Jots of nasty rocks, 
gauge consider th 

0t or two as Well. ~bove 1,600 cfs on the Johnson Creek Tak th . e aton Creek put-in. 
e e tune to ro d · If u 

stan at the bottom and h~ scout this ~n While setting up the shuttl~. yo 
reach Caton Creek 

I 
Ings are lookmg pretty big to you by the lime yo~ 

Catoncreekisaco;- go no furt~er. Things only get tougher upstream an 
V, but You 'II still be rnon al_tema11 ve Put-in. This will cut out most of the cl~s 
s~rne adrenaline f0cu cra~hmg through some river wide holes and dodging ~i kOCks emerge and :hpo:t~. At lower flows the rapids become technical as 

r can be a fun day a~ ~0!1
es lake on some definition. The East For~ S?u

th drink l'here are good earn . Water, but be careful of broaching or pmmng. 
little ;:: \\f eU as gas and g P sue_s at both the put-in and the take-out. Food and 

* ~nin_g town of y el r1ocenp~s can be found a mile up from the start in 
th

e B .l"l.Shckg . ow Ine 
ecause John auge is located IO . 

gauge can be son Creek is the Yards up Johnson Creek on the right ban~. 
rating labt Used to judg h rna.ior source of water for the East Fork, this 

e. et e 11ows for this run. See the appendix for the 
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EAST FORK SOUTH FORK SALMON RIVER, UPPER 

ASS LEVEL LENGTH GRADIENT 
CL IV 250 cfs 3 miles 123 fpm UI-

TIME 
1-2 hours 

PUT IN: 
TAKE OUT: 
SHUTTLE: 

CRAFT: 
PORTAGES: 

SEASON: 
GAUGE: 

PERMIT: 
MAPS: 

CHARACTER: 

Vibika Creek (5,020 ft.) 
Johnson Creek (4,650 ft.) 
3 miles 
Kayak 
No 
May,June 
Near Stibnite 
No 
Yellow Pine, Payette NF 
Steep creek, continuous, technical, logs, road, 
secluded. 

DESCRIPTION: If you like catching eddies and flying down steep 
chutes, you '11 like this run. This is a little creek, with lots of technical rock 
gardens and a couple of steep chutes. Some of the chutes may require scouting 
simply because the bottom is hidden under the horizon. At higher flows these 
ledges could change into powerful reversals. There are two good rapids at the 
end of the run. The first is just upstream from the East Fork Road Bridge and 

1 the second is at the confluence with Johnson Creek. The stretch that can't be 
seen from the road is basically the same as the rest of the run. 

There is an operating gauge seven miles upstream from the put-in. The 
hydrograph is based on the old gauge, located upstream of the confluence. 
Though this gauge is no longer operating, the data is more accurate for judging 
the season and actual volume of this run. 

The put-in is east of Yellow Pine three miles on road 412. 
Elevationr------------------------. 

L 

East Fork South Fork Salmon River 
Upper Run 

5300 r-------------------------=I 

5100 Average gradein,.__ ____ J u_ne_.,_ ___ P_e_ak,---2_,0_50_c_fs-:-'., 6~/l---=-4/33 
123 fpm Drainage area-104 mi.2 

470() 

y-.::..;~---_ -efc___ Miles (months 1-12) 4>===o===o:=::::;;::=~ 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

cfs 

700 

600 

500 

400 

300 

200 

100 

0 



CREEi{ ,oar-1s0N LENGTH GRADIENT TIME 
· LEVEL 6 miles 53 fpm 3 hours 
CLASS 6()0 cf s 11-V I campground (5,600 ft.) 

Pv
f-JN: Jee }-lo epine campground (4,650 ft.) 

T ye)loW 
T ;\KE-OU : 6 mites 

sJtVTTLE· l(ayak 
CRAFT: 0 

po Rf AGES: May, Jun~ 
. SEASON: Yellow pine 

GAUGE: 
pERMJT: LNo Mtn Caton Lake, Yellow Pine, Boise NF 

1l" APS· og ., d 1 . d Jn : Steep creek, rock gar ens, og_Jams, roa , secluded 
CHARACTER. · 

TION: n,ere are two outstanding rapids on this run. The first 
DESCRIP . the second at the end. In between, there are four miles f 

is right at the start, o fl d III busy water. c)ass an rt at Jee Hole Campground, Deadhorse Rapid is around th 
lfcY

1
°
1
u s~g a hundred yards of class II-III; not much of a warm up f e 

comer io owtn ff . h l k d Af ior fi J1 . Deadhorse starts o wit a ong roe gar en. ter crashin 
what O 0 ':"ess.of ]edges the river is pinched between two boulders in a slott g 
downasen ' b ld · h en feet across dropping six fee! on!oha o~ er 1nh. t he cbente1rdof the current. 
Depending on the level, you_ re e1t er gomg_to 11 t e ou er, surf an ug\J 
cushion or, if you 've been livmg nght, you m1g~t sq~eak through clean. Then 
the river takes a sharp tum to the left. The outside 1s choked with sweepers 
don't go out here. The tum leads into a fantastic rock garden that ends in ; 
great play hole. From here down to the confluence with the East-Fork South-
Fork you can relax and re~e~t on your fast start. The ~ast rapid is a steep 
boiling mess due to the m1x1ng currents of the two nvers. At this point 
Johnson Creek is about twice as large as the East Fork South Fork. There's; 
stick gauge on Johnson Creek about 100 yards up from the confluence. See 
the appendix for the rating table. 

r----------------------- cfs Elevation 

5100 

5000 

4900 

4800 

4700 

4600 

4500 
0 

Johnson Creek 

r;:--------+--4----Peak-6,230, 6/17n4 _2 
Drainage area-213 m1. 

r-~~ :::------~--.\-___ Mean elevatino-7,170' 

Average gradient 
53 fpm 

cfs 

2 4 

Miles (months 1-12) 

6 

RR 

8 10 

1500 

1~ 

0 
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