
U.S. I:orcst Scn icc. Pa1'cttc Nutiorul Forcst
Attn : [.-inilu .llrc]ison. Puvcttc Forcst Sul-lcrr isrrr
500 Nortlr \lission Sh'cct
Mc('all. I[) 8l(r i li

Payette l- orest Supen, isor .l rrckson:

As an avid supportcr of tltc cnvironnrclrt. I u,iltc to you to urgc thc U.S. Forcst Scn'icc to ntovc fbrward
with Altcrnatil'c 2 in Midas Gold ldaho's proposal fbr thc Stibnitc Gold Pro.jcct. I havc rcvicu,cd rhc odrcr
options cxplorcd by your agcncy's Drafi Environnrontal Intpact Statcrncnt and I havc contc to thc
conclusion tltat only Alternalive 2 would ellbctir ely rernediate the local envilorunent so it once itgain
suititble lor krcal llsh anc[ r.vildlile.

Altcnrativc -5 is clcarly not an option. Evcn tlrc Dratl Environnrcntal ltnpact Statcrtrcnt acknorvlcdgcs that
Altcrrtativcs I through 4 u,ould substaritiallv rcclucc gcoterc:hn icul risks associatcd with lcgacy rnirring
crpcrations th rouqh pro posctl rccla rnation ac tivitics. (4.2.4. I .3)

The prttblents lirt' lricaI l'ish in the Stibnite-YeIlorv Pine region date back to [he lirte I9i0s. u,hen thc. river
was divertecl to allorr utitters to excavate wlrat is nor.v kuowr as the Yellow Pine pit. ['{orvever. thc river
was allowecl to flow back to its original route and nothing rvas done to flll in the atrandoned ntine pit. Tlris
rlsscrntiall)' ttradc swimming upstrcarn past thc rocky tcrrain impossiblc fbrfish likc thc chinook salnron.
steelhead. and bull trout.

Miclas (iold Iclaho ha-s e.xtensive restoration plzrrs iur this part ol'the Salmon River in orcler to reconnecl
these impacted lish populations back to the cooler u'aters in higher elevatit'rns that make lbr ideal
spawnine attd rcaring of-iuvcnilc fish. tscginning in ycar onL-. Midas Gold ldaho lTas outlincd how it
intcnds to construct a tunncl spccialll,,'cnsinccrcd to providc passagc way l'or migratory fish, conuccting
thcnr to rtcrvly acccssiblc strcalns that rvill allorv thcnr to jumpstarl population re covcry bctbrc ntinint-r is
cvcn cornplctc.

Tlrert. oltce ntitt it-tu t'rperatittns have wrtrpped up. the conrpirnv rvill se1 to backlllting the e.rpt-lsecl pit and
ftrlly restoring the East Fork of the South Fork of tl-re Salmon River, cretrting a dyrramic river svsteut tlrat
trtirrors its Itatttral cotditions a closcly as prossiblc. This irrcludc rcmor in-{ multiplc phvsical barricrs to
pitssagc. ivhiclr. as thc: Draft Environrtrcrrtal Iurpact Study firLurcl. will bcrrcfit local fish populatiotrs.
('ha1'ltcr 4 crplains how t'rcc nrovcnrcnt and acccss to habitat cnn inrprovc thc gcnctic divcrsitv of isolatcd
populations of fish (4. l2-33).

I encttLtrage vcltt to accept A llernative 2 and help Ih is r,ila I project qel off tlre sroutrd as s()or] as pt-lssible.
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