














From: Ferebee, Brian -FS

Sent: 25 Oct 2017 12:26:58 +0000

To: Chamois L. Andersen

Cc: Buchanan, Jacqueline A -FS;Lohr, Steve -FS;Walker, Michael S -FS;Lindsey
Sterling Krank [ O Bly, Kristy IO lonathan
Proctor

Subject: RE: steps toward solutions - Thunder Basin National Grassland

Chamois, thanks for the update and | appreciate your perspective with respect to the consideration of a
possible amendment. BF

Brian Ferebee
Regional Forester

Forest Service
Rocky Mountain Region

p: 303-275-5450
f: 303-275-5482
bferebee@fs.fed.us

1617 Cole Blvd., Bldg. 17
Lakewood, CO 80401

www.fs.fed.us
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Caring for the land and serving people

From: Chamos L. Andersen [ OOy

Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2017 9:58 AM
To: Ferebee, Brian -FS <bferebee @fs.fed.us>
Cc: Buchanan, Jacqueline A -FS <jabuchanan@fs.fed.us>; Lohr, Steve -FS <slohr@fs.fed.us>; Walker,

Michael S -FS <mswalker@fs.fed.us>; Lindsey Sterling Krank /@@

O Bly, Kristy [
O Jonathan Proctor BT

Subject: steps toward solutions - Thunder Basin National Grassland

Dear Mr. Ferebee,

We wanted to let you know that the last Ruckelshaus Institute stakeholder working groups and
recent discussions have really been collaborative toward finding solutions to prairie dog
management on the Thunder Basin National Grassland.

We had an informal meeting last week in Laramie in which we brainstormed with Dave Pellatz
(Thunder Basin Grassland Prairie Ecosystem Association) and Cheryl Schwartzkoph (Converse
County Weed and Pest) on ideas for balancing the needs of the permittees with those of the
conservation partners. We have some new ideas that we will share with the working groups at
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Caring for the land and serving people

From On Behalf Of Jessica Western
Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2017 11:34 AM

To: e
B Hogan, Jake - NRCS, Douglas, WY
<Jake.Hogan@wy.usda.gov>; jproffer@blm.gov; Geiger, Melanie - NRCS, Douglas, WY
e ]
o e Travis_McNiven@barrasso.senate.gov;
T cEETTTE Amanda withroder <Amanda.withroder@wyo.gov>;
O Benjamin Bump
<benjamin.bump@wyo.gov>; Beverly Reed (I GE N Bill Lambert

Sell, Raesha - NRCS-CD, Sundance, WY

. ]

<Raesha.Sell@wy.usda.gov>; Chamois Andersen < GE s Cheryl Jacobson

P eE Cheryl Schwartzkopf {OERN; chris.wichmann@wyo.gov;
Christi Haswell S @@ s Schmitz, Clayton - NRCS, Casper, WY
<Clayton.Schmitz@wy.usda.gov>; Dave Pellatz e
Denise L{ @@ Donley & Nancy Darnell 7@ Erika
Peckham <Erika.Peckham@wyo.gov>; Frank Eathorne { @@ s Holly Kennedy
e E; Hooper, Tammy <Tammy.hooper @ mail.house.gov> ICIEE
jessica.crowder@wyo.gov; [IIIEEGEGNGCEN; joe.budd@wyo.gov; Hartung, John - NRCS,
Casper, WY <John.Hartung@wy.usda.gov>; Justin Rogers <justin rogers@enzi.senate.gov>; Kay, DeAnna
(Enzi) <Deanna_Kay@enzi.senate.gov>; Kristy Bly {INEE N Sloan, Lacey - NRCS,
Newcastle, WY <Lacey.Sloan@wy.usda.gov>; Lindsey Sterling Krank

0 O Matt Avery
eEE matthew.fry@wyo.gov; [INGIE N Foster, Michael D - APHIS

<Michael.D.Foster@aphis.usda.gov>; Huntington, Michelle - NRCS-CD, Douglas, WY

mvalle@blm.gov; [INGERN Nichole Bjornlie <nichole.bjornlie@wyo.gov>;
P eEE; kokes, Paul T- APHIS <Paul.T.Kokes@aphis.usda.gov>;

I Robert Harshbarger SIS i; Robert Maul
>; Rogers, Brad <brad _rogers@fws.gov>; Rusty Bell {{lGIE -

Underhill, Sandra - FS <sandraunderhill@fs.fed.us>; Slade Franklin <slade.franklin@wyo.gov>;

P EEE Todd Caltrider <todd.caltrider@wyo.gov>; NG ES
[ EER tyler_abbott@fws.gov; Upton, Carolyn -FS <cupton @fs.fed.us>; Virginia Moore
[ e Voos, Aaron T -FS <atvoos@fs.fed.us>; Walker, Michael S -FS
<mswalker@fs.fed.us>; Wanda Burget {1 @@ William Rose

<william.rose@wyo.gov>; Willow Steen <Willow.steen@wyo.gov>; Zack Walker
<zack.walker@wyo.gov>; Bacon, Russell M -FS <rmbacon@fs.fed.us>
Subject: Thunder Basin, please use this version

Good morning,





















Today, | would like to provide an update on our Prairie Dog colony management
efforts on the Thunder Basin National Grassland, and also talk with you about our

continued work in Wyoming, specifically on the Medicine Bow National Forest

and Thunder Basin National Grassland, that is being done to sustain our Nation’s

forests and grasslands.

First, | will begin with an update on our Prairie Dog colony management efforts.

species, and it is a Management Indicator Species on the Thunder Basin National
Grassland. Black-tailed prairie dogs create habitat which cannot be duplicated by

another species and is required, either directly or indirectly, by multiple other

The management of prairie dog colonies on the Thunder Basin National Grassland
has drawn considerable, long-term interest from state and federal agencies,
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private property owners, and environmental organizations. In 2015, Black-tailed |
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prairie dog colonies occupied approximately 27,800 active Ecrei of the Thunder

Basin National Grassland’s 553,000 total acreage, which is approximately 5%.

However, that number significantly increased in 2016 to a minimum of
approximately 43,000 active acres. Due to increased populations and a very dry
year, several areas of the Grassland contained grazing forage that was well below

desired levels and several grazing association members came off early or reduced

their numbers in 2016.

In May of 2017 Regional Forester Brian Ferebee and others visited the Grassland

at the invitation of the Wyoming County Commissioners Association to hear



concerns from Grassland permittees and individual counties. As a result of the
tour the Region has worked with the Forest and District to identify both short

term and long term work that is needed to address some of those concerns.

This included a continuation of the rescinding of the ban on shooting Black-tailed
prairie dogs on the TBNG for one year, until March 3, 2018, when we had planned
to re-evaluate the conditions on the ground. Other commitments made to the
Wyoming County Commissioners Association included direction that no dusting
for plague control would occur this season on federal lands within the Grassland;

that there would be an increase in the number of planned acres treated for
boundary control in 2017 (10,000 acres in total) and that we would identify

maximum flexibility for options such as supplemental feeding for permittees,
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invasive species control and restoration work to aid in the recovery of impacted

areas. Fhe Region is also exploring the options for a potential plan amendment as

it relates to the reintroduction of black footed ferrets. ]

We are committed to continuing to work with the Thunder Basin Cooperative

Working Group on these issues. The group was established to facilitate
collaborative and cooperative communications, and to provide a consistent

environment for input into current and future management actions. Participants
include representatives from Campbell, Converse, Crook, Niobrara, and Weston
Counties, as well as Conservation Districts, the Governor’s Office, State
Departments of Agriculture and Lands, the Wyoming Game and Fish Department

and several Federal agencies. There are six scheduled gatherings for 2017, with



the next being September 6t and 7th, in Douglas, WY. The meetings are open to

the public, and anyone interested is encouraged to attend.

Next, I'd like to provide an update on the Mountain Pine Beetle on the Medicine

Bow National Forest. The latest USFS Forest Health Protection’s evaluation of

i
Mountain Pine Beetle (MPB) activity on the Forest is that the beetle is back to :
endemic levels. There have been significant changes on the Forest due to
Mountain Pine Beetle and the Forest has increased its timber harvest levels for '
the last several years in order to address the infestation (100,000 CCF or 50
MMBIT. With the ongoing need for forest health treatments, we are committed

to maintaining, and likely increasing, the timber harvest level in the near term.

This is similar across the Rocky Mountain Region of the U.S. Forest Service as we
have prioritized working with the State of Wyoming in an effort to carry out the
recommendations from Governor Mead’s Task Force on Forests Final Report and
the Wyoming Forest Action Plan. The Region has been meeting or exceeding our

Regional timber targets for several years now. The 2016, timber harvest
represented a six percent increase over our 2015, numbers, which represents a 40

percent increase from five years ago. This is a continuing upward trend we are

proud of, and Wyoming has played a vital role in achieving those timber harvest
numbers. Nearly 30% of the Regional volume sold in 2016, came from National

Forests in Wyoming. For the state, that represents approximately 330 jobs and

$14 million in labor income.














































































Today, | would like to provide an update on our Prairie Dog colony management
efforts on the Thunder Basin National Grassland, and also talk with you about our

continued work in Wyoming, specifically on the Medicine Bow National Forest

and Thunder Basin National Grassland, that is being done to sustain our Nation’s

forests and grasslands.

First, | will begin with an update on our Prairie Dog colony management efforts.

species, and it is a Management Indicator Species on the Thunder Basin National
Grassland. Black-tailed prairie dogs create habitat which cannot be duplicated by

another species and is required, either directly or indirectly, by multiple other
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Basin National Grassland’s 553,000 total acreage, which is approximately 5%.

However, that number significantly increased in 2016 to a minimum of
approximately 43,000 active acres. Due to increased populations and a very dry
year, several areas of the Grassland contained grazing forage that was well below

desired levels and several grazing association members came off early or reduced

their numbers in 2016.

In May of 2017 Regional Forester Brian Ferebee and others visited the Grassland

at the invitation of the Wyoming County Commissioners Association to hear



concerns from Grassland permittees and individual counties. As a result of the
tour the Region has worked with the Forest and District to identify both short

term and long term work that is needed to address some of those concerns.

This included a continuation of the rescinding of the ban on shooting Black-tailed
prairie dogs on the TBNG for one year, until March 3, 2018, when we had planned
to re-evaluate the conditions on the ground. Other commitments made to the
Wyoming County Commissioners Association included direction that no dusting
for plague control would occur this season on federal lands within the Grassland;

that there would be an increase in the number of planned acres treated for
boundary control in 2017 (10,000 acres in total) and that we would identify
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invasive species control and restoration work to aid in the recovery of impacted

areas. E‘he Region is also exploring the options for a potential plan amendment as

it relates to the reintroduction of black footed ferrets. ]

We are committed to continuing to work with the Thunder Basin Cooperative
Working Group on these issues. The group was established to facilitate
collaborative and cooperative communications, and to provide a consistent
environment for input into current and future management actions. Participants
include representatives from Campbell, Converse, Crook, Niobrara, and Weston
Counties, as well as Conservation Districts, the Governor’s Office, State
Departments of Agriculture and Lands, the Wyoming Game and Fish Department

and several Federal agencies. There are six scheduled gatherings for 2017, with



the next being September 6t and 7th, in Douglas, WY. The meetings are open to

the public, and anyone interested is encouraged to attend.

Next, I'd like to provide an update on the Mountain Pine Beetle on the Medicine
Bow National Forest. The latest USFS Forest Health Protection’s evaluation of
Mountain Pine Beetle (MPB) activity on the Forest is that the beetle is back to
endemic levels. There have been significant changes on the Forest due to

Mountain Pine Beetle and the Forest has increased its timber harvest levels for '.'
the last several years in order to address the infestation (PO0,000 CCF or 50

MMBIT. With the ongoing need for forest health treatments, we are committed

to maintaining, and likely increasing, the timber harvest level in the near term.

This is similar across the Rocky Mountain Region of the U.S. Forest Service as we
have prioritized working with the State of Wyoming in an effort to carry out the
recommendations from Governor Mead’s Task Force on Forests Final Report and
the Wyoming Forest Action Plan. The Region has been meeting or exceeding our
Regional timber targets for several years now. The 2016, timber harvest

represented a six percent increase over our 2015, numbers, which represents aFO

percentiincrease from five years ago. This is a continuing upward trend we are
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numbers. E\Iearly 60% of the Regional volume sold in 2016, came from National

Forests in Wyoming] For the state, that represents approximately 330 jobs and

$14 million in labor income.


















discussion and consideration at the next scheduled Thunder Basin Collaborative meeting scheduled for

September 7.

Items to Consider at Next Thunder Basin Collaborative Meeting:
1. Formulating a small collaborative sub-group comprised of USFS Line Officer, WGFD, TBGPEA,
and a Wyoming Weed and Pest Representative. This group would collaborate and share

information regarding the location and extent of prairie dog control opportunities, discuss
proposals regarding their consistency with Forest Service’s Management Strategy on TBNG, and

consider management objectives set forth by the TBGPEA and WGFD participants in their
respective jurisdictions (adjacent State and private lands).

Implementing lethal control in areas on the TBNG and adjacent lands in high priority areas

2
discussed by the aforementioned subgroup.

3. Discuss limited use of dusting as a tool to promote human health and safety (kill fleas with
plague prior to control measures), and to i:rotecta small subset of core prairie dog coloniea__

4. Reinstitute the shooting restriction within a subset of the 3.63 management area to include 2
small core of prairie dog colonies consistent with the Management Strategy in Category 1

boundaries and considering the outbreak of sylvatic plague detected in July.

Again, thank you for working together towards a solution that meets our combined needs. Working
collaboratively with all of our partners to achieve the goal of resilient prairie grasslands, which includes
the management of prairie dog colonies and associated species, is an important goal of our agency. |
look forward to bringing these items to the larger Thunder Basin Collaborative for discussion.

Respectfully,
Shane Walker
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Brian Ferebee
Thomas L Tidwell
Sonny Perdue
Senator Mike Enzi
Senator John Barrasso
Representative Liz Cheney
Governor Matt Mead
Doug Miyamoto
Slade Franklin
Defenders — Chamois
TBGPEA — Dave Pelletz
WYGF — Not sure who
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1. Formulating small collaborative sub-group comprised of USFS Line Officer, WGFD, TBGPEA, and
a Wyoming Weed and Pest Representative to share detailed information regarding prairie dog
control opportunities.

2. Implementing lethal control on the TBNG and adjacent lands in high priority areas discussed by
the aforementioned subgroup.

3. Discuss limited use of dusting as a tool to promote human health and safety (kill fleas with
plague prior to control measures), and to E:rotecta small subset of core prairie dog coloni

I look forward to bringing these items to the larger Thunder Basin Collaborative scheduled on
September 7%, and hope we can make mutual progress towards their implementation.

Respectfully,

Shane Walker

-
Brian Ferebee

Thomas L Tidwell

Sonny Perdue

Senator Mike Enzi

Senator John Barrasso
Representative Liz Cheney
Governor Matt Mead
Doug Miyamoto

Slade Franklin

Defenders — Chamois
TBGPEA — Dave Pelletz
WYGF — Not sure who
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From: Lohr, Steve -FS

Sent: 6 Sep 2018 14:21:16 +0000
To: Rice, Richard - FS
Subject: FW: Thunder Basin Prairie Dog Issues
Attachments: FS - Thunder Basin Prairie Dog-Ferret.pdf, ATTO0001.htm
FYI...
Steve Lohr

Director of Renewable Resources

Forest Service
Rocky Mountain Region

p: 303-275-5014
c: 303-242-7675
f: 303-275-5075

slohr@fs.fed.us

1617 Cole Boulevard, Building 17
Lakewood, CO 80401
www.fs.fed.us
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Caring for the land and serving people

From: Buchanan, Jacqueline A -FS

Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2018 5:43 PM

To: Lohr, Steve -FS <slohr@fs.fed.us>; Sloan, Jenna - FS <jennasloan@fs.fed.us>; Bierman, Sylvia
(Clark)- FS <sbierman@fs.fed.us>

Subject: Fwd: Thunder Basin Prairie Dog Issues

Well
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Jonathan B Ratner" [ ®©© , ]

Date: September 5, 2018 at 2:32:57 PM MDT

To: <rmbacon@fs.fed.us>, <bferebee @fs.fed.us>, <jabuchanan@fs.fed.us>,
<rrobertson@fs.fed.us>

Subject: Thunder Basin Prairie Dog Issues

Please see attached.
Thanks,
Jonathan B Ratner

WWP — Wyoming Office
PO Box 171






























2. Implementing lethal control on the TBNG and adjacent lands in high priority areas discussed by
the aforementioned subgroup.
3. With the recent plague outbreak, coordinate with County to promote human health and safety.

I look forward to bringing these items to the larger Thunder Basin Collaborative scheduled on
September 7', and hope we can make mutual progress towards their implementation.

Respectfully,

Shane Walker

Cc[.lsi -

Brian Ferebee

Thomas L Tidwell
Sonny Perdue

Senator Mike Enzi
Senator John Barrasso
Representative Liz Cheney
Governor Matt Mead
Doug Miyamoto

Slade Franklin
Defenders — Chamois
TBGPEA — Dave Pelletz
WYGF — Not sure who
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Today, | would like to provide an update on our Prairie Dog colony management
efforts on the Thunder Basin National Grassland, and also talk with you about our

continued work in Wyoming, specifically on the Medicine Bow National Forest

and Thunder Basin National Grassland, that is being done to sustain our Nation’s

forests and grasslands.
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First, | will begin with an update on our Prairie Dog colony management efforts.

species, and it is a Management Indicator Species on the Thunder Basin National
Grassland. Black-tailed prairie dogs create habitat which cannot be duplicated by

another species and is required, either directly or indirectly, by multiple other

The management of prairie dog colonies on the Thunder Basin National Grassland
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private property owners, and environmental organizations. In 2015, Black-tailed

prairie dog colonies occupied approximately 27,800 active Ecrei of the Thunder

Basin National Grassland’s 553,000 total acreage, which is approximately 5%.

However, that number significantly increased in 2016 to a minimum of
approximately 43,000 active acres. Due to increased populations and a very dry
year, several areas of the Grassland contained grazing forage that was well below

desired levels and several grazing association members came off early or reduced
their numbers in 2016.

In May of 2017 Regional Forester Brian Ferebee and others visited the Grassland

at the invitation of the Wyoming County Commissioners Association to hear



concerns from Grassland permittees and individual counties. As a result of the
tour the Region has worked with the Forest and District to identify both short

term and long term work that is needed to address some of those concerns.

This included a continuation of the rescinding of the ban on shooting Black-tailed
prairie dogs on the TBNG for one year, until March 3, 2018, when we had planned
to re-evaluate the conditions on the ground. Other commitments made to the
Wyoming County Commissioners Association included direction that no dusting
for plague control would occur this season on federal lands within the Grassland;

that there would be an increase in the number of planned acres treated for
boundary control in 2017 (10,000 acres in total) and that we would identify

maximum flexibility for options such as supplemental feeding for permittees,
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invasive species control and restoration work to aid in the recovery of impacted

areas. Fhe Region is also exploring the options for a potential plan amendment as

it relates to the reintroduction of black footed ferrets. ]

We are committed to continuing to work with the Thunder Basin Cooperative
Working Group on these issues. The group was established to facilitate
collaborative and cooperative communications, and to provide a consistent
environment for input into current and future management actions. Participants
include representatives from Campbell, Converse, Crook, Niobrara, and Weston
Counties, as well as Conservation Districts, the Governor’s Office, State
Departments of Agriculture and Lands, the Wyoming Game and Fish Department

and several Federal agencies. There are six scheduled gatherings for 2017, with



the next being September 6t and 7th, in Douglas, WY. The meetings are open to

the public, and anyone interested is encouraged to attend.

Next, I'd like to provide an update on the Mountain Pine Beetle on the Medicine
Bow National Forest. The latest USFS Forest Health Protection’s evaluation of
Mountain Pine Beetle (MPB) activity on the Forest is that the beetle is back to
endemic levels. There have been significant changes on the Forest due to
Mountain Pine Beetle and the Forest has increased its timber harvest levels for

the last several years in order to address the infestation (PO0,000 CCF or 50

MMBIj). With the ongoing need for forest health treatments, we are committed

to maintaining, and likely increasing, the timber harvest level in the near term.

This is similar across the Rocky Mountain Region of the U.S. Forest Service as we
have prioritized working with the State of Wyoming in an effort to carry out the
recommendations from Governor Mead’s Task Force on Forests Final Report and
the Wyoming Forest Action Plan. The Region has been meeting or exceeding our
Regional timber targets for several years now. The 2016, timber harvest
represented a six percent increase over our 2015, numbers, which represents a 40
percent increase from five years ago. This is a continuing upward trend we are
proud of, and Wyoming has played a vital role in achieving those timber harvest
numbers. Nearly 30% of the Regional volume sold in 2016, came from National
Forests in Wyoming. For the state, that represents approximately 330 jobs and

$14 million in labor income.













































2. Implementing lethal control on the TBNG and adjacent lands in high priority areas discussed by
the aforementioned subgroup.
3. With the recent plague outbreak, coordinate with County to promote human health and safety.

I look forward to bringing these items to the larger Thunder Basin Collaborative scheduled on
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Respectfully,
Shane Walker

Cc -

Brian Ferebee
Thomas L Tidwell
Sonny Perdue
Senator Mike Enzi
Senator John Barrasso
Representative Liz Cheney
Governor Matt Mead
Doug Miyamoto
Slade Franklin
Defenders — Chamois
TBGPEA — Dave Pelletz
WYGF — Not sure who
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