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Oil & Gas EIS Project

Mr. Robert Potts

Natural Resources and Planning Team Leader
National Forests and Grasslands in Texas
2221 North Raguet

Lufkin, Texas 75904

Dear Rob,

The Houston Regional Group and Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra Club (Sierra Club)
provide this eighth set of comments for scoping for the U.S. Forest Service (FS) oil/gas
leasing environmental impact statement (OGLEIS) under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA\) for the National Forests and Grasslands in Texas (NFGT).

Although the official scoping period is over, the Sierra Club will continue to send the FS
documents and articles that relate to the OGLEIS. The Sierra Club has been told in the
past that although there is an official scoping comment period, that scoping extends from
the beginning of the scoping comment period until the draft EIS is released. There are
additional articles that the Sierra Cilub provides to the FS with this letter.

1. “Index signals Houston economy slowing”, Erin Douglas, Houston Chronicle,
December 13, 2019.

This article documents how oil/gas can slow the Houston economy and others who
depend on it when it goes through its “boom and bust” cycle.

2. “Billions more in subsidies for carbon capture may be needed”, James Osborne,
Houston Chronicle, December 13, 2019.

Carbon capture is one option the FS should discuss in the OGLEIS as a way to reach a
zero foot-print emissions state to combat climate change that occurs from oil/gas
exploitation in the NFGT.

3. “BLM pulls back on Utah leases to do climate reviews”, Brian Maffly, The Salt Lake
Tribune, December 11, 2019.

This article emphasizes that the potential impacts of fossil fuel development on climate
change must be analyzed under the NEPA.

“When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to everything else in the universe.” Jobn Muir !
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4. “Arctic Report Card Update for 2019, Executive Summary, J. Richter-Menge, M.L.
Druckenmilier, and M. Jeffries, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
December 6, 2019.

The Arctic is warming quickly thus documenting how climate change is occurring much
faster than anticipated.

5. “Experts agree: Houston's economy will slow with energy next year”, Erin Dduglas,
Houston Chronicle, December 9, 2019.

Due to a fall in the oil/gas economy due to oversupply the Houston Area will have a slower
economy in 2020.

6. “Output from non-OPEC oil producers to climb”, Jordan Blum, Houston Chronicle,
December 9, 2019.

This article documents that the oversupply of oil will continue due to increased output of
oil from a variety of countries.

7. “Spanish oil giant's net-zero goal puts U.S. companies to shame on climate”, Chris
Tomlinson, Houston Chronicle, December 8. 2019.

The need for net-zero operations by oil companies is emphasized here to reduce climate
change impacts.

8. “Energy industry’s roughnecks go digital’, Sergio Chapa, Houston Chronicle,
December 8, 2019.

This article emphasizes that the oil/gas industry is going toward more computerization
which eventually will results in fewer jobs.

9. “OPEC + to cut another 500K barrels a day”, Jordan Blum, Houston Chronicle,
December 7, 20189. ;

This article documents in an attempt to stabilize oil prices OPEC will cut production again
in an oversupply market which has driven the price of oil down.



The Sierra Club appreciates this opportunity to provide these additional initial scoping
comments about the OGLEIS. Thank you.

I O A

Brandt Mannchen

Forest Management Issue Chair

Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra Club
Chair, Forestry Subcommittee

Houston Regional Group of the Sierra Club
20923 Kings Clover Court

Humble, Texas 77346

281-570-7212

brandt mannchen@comcast.net
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Index
signals
Houston
economy
slowing

It's first contraction
since Harvey in 2017

By Erin Douglas
BTAPF WRITER

Houston's economy last month

ing

the indicator has shown that
goods production contracted
since Hurricane Harvey, which
left 200,000 homes and busi-
nesses flooded, knocked out pow-
er for more than a quarter-million
customers and caused an estimat-
ed $B0 billion in damage.

The index, which measures the
direction of Houston's economy
by predicting likely shifts in pro-
duction three to four months in
advance, registered 46.9 in No-
vember, down 4,2 polnts from Oc-
tober. Readings above 50 general-
ly indicate anexpansion; readings
below 50 Indicate a contraction In
goods on, a leading indi-
cator for the local economy.

1t’s calculated based on survey
responses from local executives
:I:urdng prices, production,

es and Inventories. Excluding
the drop from Harvey, this is the
first time the index has fallen be-
low 50 in three years.

*This underscores everything
else we've seen in the economy —
the slowdown In construction,

Greater Houston Partnership, a
e e s Ic de-

velopment group. “I don't see a
recesston in the numbers, but I
see much slower growth than ev-
eryone would like it to be. The
first two quarters{of 2020) are go-
Ing to be the roughest.” -

Stll, economists cautioned
that #t's a from just one
month —and o while the falling
index might be con s
not quite low %e
full-blown contraction. The PMI,
sald Jesse Thompson of the Feder-
al Reserve Bank of Dallas, would
need to be further into the low
40s for the local economy to real-

begin shrinking.

“The PM s a very good real

Proposed deal with China
on trade gets Trump’s OK

By David J. Lynch

WASHINGTON POST

trade deal, raising hopes for a pos-
sible truce in a 2-month commer-
clal conflict that has rolled finan-
clal markets, disrupted corporate
supply chalns and cost taxpayers
tens of billlons of dollars.

At a White House meeting with

Markets’ reaction

» The S&P 500 and Nasdaq closed
at all-time bighs. Page B3

his top trade advisers, the presi-
dent signed off on a swap of US.
tariff reductions in return for Chi-
na spending $50 billion on U.S.
farm goods, tightening lis Intellec-
tual protections  and

property
opening its financtal services mar-

kets, according to Michael Pills-
bury, a China expert at the Hudson
Institute, who says the president
briefed him on the deal Thursday.

“It's a breakthrough,” Pillsbury
said. “He says it's historic, 1 cer-

agree with that”

The limited accord caps a roller
coaster negotiation that brought
the two countries to the brink of
suocess more than once this year,
only to see talks stall. Dipl

haveh

workingagainsta
Sunday deadline, when new U.S.
tariffs on $160 billion in Chinese
goods were scheduled to take ef-
fect.

That increase now will not go
forward, and existing tariffs on
$360 biliion in Chinese imports
will be reduced, according to Pills-
bury and others familiar with the
arrangement. The deal Includes

Asions that will lize the

from the world’s two largest econ-

Cbina deal continueson By




time measure (ot Houston job

srvwﬂl} with slight leading abill-
ty," Thompson sald. “This Is neu-

tralm'lturyl'orHouston"

Usulwspect
Econormists said the culprit re-
sponsible for the wealmess Is like-
Iy the energy sector, which has
fallen into a dump In the second
half of 2019. Ol prices have been
stuck below $65 per barrel for
much of the year, and with Wall
Street investors reining in ofl ex-
ploration and production compa-
nles’ spending, several compa-
Economy continues on Bs
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A-Dome Park would include a glass-bottomed swimming pool on the upper level of the dome’s outer ring, above a track.

By Nancy Sarnoff

STAFF WRITER

he designers behind a proposal
to strip the skin off the Astro-

dome and expose the steel struc-

ture beneath I, effectively creat-

were in town recent-

!ymmwni'gummmm&

would convert the Dome lnto a public

space that would be programmed with

activities and have a 2-mlle track for walk-

ing, jogging and cycling that would gently

ﬂﬂﬁumﬂlemmdleve_lwmempof
structure. .

Los Angeles-based architect james
Richards sald he and his collaborator, Ben
Olschner, were seeking to raise awareness
for their plan to relmagine what is argu-
ably Houston's most famous bullding,
which Is owned by Harrls County.

After years of debating the future of the

former sports stadium, county officlals
approved a plan to convert the Dome to
an events venue with a large underground

parking lot.

The price tag for that project was $105
million, with about a third of the cost to
come from the county’s property tax-
supported general fund. The remainder
would be funded by hotel occupancy
taxes and parking revenues.

But the plan was approved under the

Astrodome continues on B

Billions more in subsidies for
carbon capture may be needed

By James Osborne A report
STAFP WRITER from the
National
WASHINGTON —The U.S. needs Petroleum
o undertake a h dl Council
program that more than doubles recommends
the value of existing tax incentives increasing
Ifthe nation isto build carbon cap- tax credits
ture proj P the rel for carbon
of greenhouse gases and keep fos- 3 capture
ol fuels viable in an era of acceler- " projects.
alingm from the National Peuz = :
a rej e
Jeum Coundil, an advisory group '% b 1 !
to the energy secretary. Tribune Mews Sarvice
For years, government officlals ol mnnulgasmdmi.&umwlt to et capacity to the level the UN.
have pursued carbon capture asa that the go says s necessary toavold the worst
it b have to po much further, m.-m.nl consegquences of dimate change.
while maintaining demand for ly spending tens of billions of dol- “Scaling up to wide-scale de-

America’s abundant rescurces of

lars a year in subsidies, H it s golng

Carbon continues on By

Chevron authorizes
big project in deep Gulf

By Jordan Blum

STAFF WHRITER

water Gulf of Mexico that carrles

ment can withstand the ultrachigh
pressures bn certain reglons of the
deep-water Gulf,

*“This decision reinforces Chev-
Ton's commitment to the deep-wa-
ter asset class,” said Jay Johnson,
Chevron’s executive vice presl-
dent for upstream.

Although move than 80 percent
of the total Gulf projects during
the past five years have been ex-

the authoriza

pansion projects, -
tion of Anchor shows that big, new
developments can still eco-
nomically in the Gulf, said the en-

Dritling continues on By
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r7y, Joshua Thomas, Blake
Campbell and Sean Mayberry
and many other dear relatives
and friends

Her husband, Willle Earl
Thomas preceded her in
death,

BEE 8 S WU S

AM, All services will be held

at Triaity Baptist Church,
5520 Van Fleet St

: 5000 Almeda Road
ij ¥ Howtoa, TX 77002

4 YL £713) 992 7672 allion
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DR. BEN THARP
19552019

Dr. Ben Tham, beloved hus-
band, fricnd and brother in
Chirtst, suddenly passed away

on Tuesday, Dmmbﬂto He
mamlmmm
Houston veterinarian at Voss
Rd Animal Clinic and cider at
Katy Bible Church for numer-
ous years. His absence will
belnltbvflmlhr‘nndfricﬁ
Including his wife, Mary Ellen
nfnuﬂywmhksibhnp

Iim'e:h w o

min, and Carra, and hh E:ur
grandchildren. His ﬁ:nlrn.l
willbe on

ODDIE PARKS LOCKETT,
SR

1926-2019

Oddie Parks Lockett, Sr.,
expired (Saturday) N‘maﬁr

4 at 10am at l(inphmi Bap-
tist Church 20555 Kingaland
Biwd, l{aty TX 77450, Flow-
ers can be sent to Kingstand

or a donation can be made

in honor of Dr. Ben Tharp to
Christian Veterinary Mission
WWW.CVI.OIg.

Menorial Oaks Funeral Home

Gas)

L3001 Raty Pressay
Hoasion, TX TTONG

§0, 2019,
hdd(suuday} December 14,
2019 from 9-8:55 a.m. Service
at 10;00 a.m. Both services
will be held at Holman Strect
B.C., 8501 FHolman St., Pastor
Manson B. Johnson, Shep-
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water developments. An-
chor Is southwest of New
Orleans and 40 miles off
the Loulsiana coastline.
Chevron and Its minority

components.

Total also sald it is pro-
ceeding with engineering
and design work on devel-
oping Its North Platte field
In the deep-water Gulf,
which would include bulld-
ing a new floating produc-
tion platform. This could be
the next big Gulf project af-
ter Anchor, although It
won't be fully authorized
until 2021 with Its minority

Explorationmay opt to pro-
ceed with its Shenandoah
project — another high-
pressure development -
next year, before construc-
tion begins at North Platte.
Both the North Platte and
Shenandoah flelds also are
in the inboard lower tertia-
Ty reglon.

Asforthe Anchor field, It
is located In the Green Can-
yon area of the Gulf within
the lower tertiary. The first
stage of the Anchor devel-
opmentconsists of bullding

West 'l'aas’ booming Ferm-
jan Basin and the big Tenglz
oll fleld in Kazakhstan.
Chevron owns nearly
percent of the Anchor proj-
ect. while Total holds just
more than 37 percent.

Other major Gulf prof-
ects currently under con-
struction Include BP's Mad
Dog Phase 2 development
and Royal Dutch Shell’s V1-
to project.

Jjordan blum@chron.com
twitter.comJdblum23

credits to $90 per ton within

500 million tons per year —
a20-fold Increase over cur-
Tent operations.
Were the govemment to
adopt that plan, it would
cost more than $650 billion,
the NPC estimates.

With wind and solar ener-

why spend It on an experi-
mental scheme to clean up

But sclentists working for
the U.N. have sald the world
Is too reliant on ofl and coal
to stop burning it altogether
and that carbon capture will
be essential to reaching net
zero carbon emissions by
ZOSOaﬂavddmgapmen

Thetr If you
switch to renewables and
don‘t burn fossil fuel, you
don’t need to spend money
capturing emissions. y

“If you're poing to spend
billions —~ or trillions! — to

climate di

ting tempera-
ture increase.

“It’s deep decarboniza-
tion,” sald Minge, the for-
mer BP America chafrman.
“Some peoplewill say, Why
do It now. You need to do it
now to grow the value chain
and al the Infrastructure.”

Jamesosborne@chron.com
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CHINA DEAL investors with word of a potential
deal with China, sending the stock
From page Bt market briefly higher amid opti-
‘mism about abreakthrough in the
Chinese government if it fails to lengmyst.andoff
place the required agricultural or- VERY close to a BIG
ders. DEAL with China,” the president
As of 111|nsday evening In tweeted shortly after Wall Street
Washington, the Chinese govern- opened. “They want it, and so do
mrhadismcdnonl’ﬁtlal confir- we!”
mation of a deal. The Dow Jones Industrial Aver-

Still, the so-called phase one
agreement leaves the thomlest is-
sues in the U5.-China trade dis-

China's massive subsidies for state
enterprises and Its practice of
fordng forelgn companies to sur-
render technology secrets in re-
turn for access to the Chinese
market will be the subject of
phase two of the talks.

Pillshury recounted that the
president told him in a late-after-
noon phone call that Trump an-

ticipates those talks cmunumg
past the November 2020 election.
Pillsbury serves as an occaslonal
outside adviser to the president.

For Trump, the China deal is
part of a sudden flurry of policy-
making that has dazzled officlal
Washington in the past week, as
House Democrats are advancing
plans to impeach him next week.

This week alone, the adminis-
tration has reached deals with
lawmakers to pravide federal
workers with 12 weeks of paid pa-
rental leave, establish a new mil-
jtary branch called Space Force,
revise a proposed North Ameri-
can trade deal and broker a bud-
get deal that would prevent a gov-
ermnment shutdown this month.

“It’s very ironic: In some ways,
this has been the best week of
Trump's presidency, and it's hap-
pening at the very im-

Associatad Fress file phato

As the U.S.-China trade war escalated, costs mounted. Manufacturers petitioned the White

Hous¢ for permission to continue importing tariff-free Chil

New York Times 1 photo

peachment is reaching its cre-
scendo,” said Stephen Moore,
who advises Trump on economic
policy and visited the White
House for policy discussions this
week. “It’s been revealed by their
actions that the strategy was to go
on a policy offensive as a way to
play defense against {mpeach-
ment, and it's made Trump look
unfazed by this.”

Plans for announcing the deal,
including whether an officlal text
will be made public, remain in
flux. The administration has said
it does not intend to seek congres-
sional approval of the agreement.

“The deal is essentially done.
The mechanics of how you exe-
cute it and how you get it signed
still have to be worked cut,” satd
one person briefed on the White
House's deliberations who re-
quested anonymity because they
were not autharized to speak to

Pr Donald Trump
began imposing tariffs on

Chinese imports in March
2018, and China retaliated.

the media.

Under one scenario, Robert
Lighthizer, the president’s chief
trade negotiator, and Chinese
Ambassador to the U.S. Cui Tlan-
kal could sign the document as

dad

state-dominated economy. Chi-
nese leaders retaliated, halting
purchases of U.S. farm products,
in a bid to pressure some of
‘Trump’s strongest sUpporters.

As the trade war escalated,
costs mounted. Assembly llnes
were disrupted, as manufzcturers
petitioned the administration for
permission to contirue importing
tariff-free Chinese parts they de-
pended on to operate. In August
alone, more than 10,000 workers
were laid off, collateral damage
from the trade war's salvos. To
mollify farmers, a politically po-
tent constituency that lost lucra-
tive Chinese sales, Trump doled
out $28 billion - an amount that
was more than double the 2009
rescue of the auto industry.

Some were unimpressed with
Thursday’s news.

“It is unclear that much will
really be galned from the deal oth-
er than partially unwinding some
of the disruptions created earller
this year while leaving other un-

soon as Friday. Alter
Lighthlzer and Treasury Secte-
tary Steven Mnuchin could travei
to Beijing for the signing.
Administradon officlals expect
that Trump will benefit politically
from sealing a deal with China.
His decision to confront Beijing
over Its discriminatory trade prac-
tices was backed by business and
farm groups that had felt the sting
of Chinese behavior. Trump be-
gan imposing tariffs on Chinese
imports in March 2018 in an effort
to pressure Beljing to overhaul its

cer in place,” ec
at J.P. Morgan told cllents.
Buslness leaders who have
grown anxious for relief from the
trans-Pacific ariff wars welcomed
the development. “That is excel-
lent news. It puts a floor under the
deterioration in the relationship,”
sald Craig Allen, president of the
U.S.-China Business Council.
Myron Brilllant, executive vice
president of the U.S. Chamber of

parts they d

first step, but Just a first step,” he
said. “There is more work to be
done.”

Several p 1a -l the talks

age quickly rose more than 300
points, or roughly 1 percent, with-
in the first hour of trading as f-
nancial markets cheered the pros-
pect of a phase one deal with Chi-
na, The market later surrendered
some of its gains, though, and
closed at 28,32.05, up almost 22
points, or 0.8 percent.

‘The emerging deal would fall
well short of the president’s initial
goal: a comprehensive settlement
of U.S. complaints about subsi-
dized Chinese state bustnesses
and trade secrets theft.

The president has often sug-
gested that the two sides were
close toadeal, onlytosee negotia-
tons stall In the past. In April,
Trump sald the White House and
Chinese ors were within
weeks of an “epic” deal. The next
month, talks collapsed amid U.S.

ona

said the administration had not
shared with them the text of the
deal, which they described as an
“agreement in principle.” Trump
two months ago sald he had
reached “an agreement in princi-
ple® with China and expected to
commit the terms to paper within
a few weeks.

charges that Bel]ing had reneged
bargain.

Progress with China comes as
the White House Is celebrating
victory on another front In
Trump’s trade wars. This week,
House Democrats agreed to sup-
port a revised version of a new
North American trade deal,
which the president had signed
last year with Mexico and Canada.

Even before a formnal presid;
Hal decision to proceed, Republi-
can critics of the phase one agree-
ment sounded the alarm.

Sen. Marco Rublo, a Florida Re-
publican and member of the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Committee,
warned agalnst settling too quick-
Iy with Bellng. “@WhiteHouse
should conslder the risk that a
nearterm deal with #China
would give away lhe mrlﬂ' lever-

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi,
D-Calif., backed the agreement af-
ter securing amendments that
t enforcement of labor

emvironmental standards.
The modified accord also
dropped an extension of patent
protections for a class of new
drugs known as blologics, which
Democrats sald would lead to
higher prescription drug prices.

The new U.S.-Mexico-Canada

is dtoreacha

age ded for a b agree-
ment on the Issues that matter the
most such as subsidles to domes-
tic firms, forced tech transfers &
blocking U.S. firms access to key
sectors,” Rublo tweeted.

Derek Scissors, a China hawk
with the American Enterprise In-
stitute and occasional administra-
tlon adviser, accused the presl-
dent of rushing to make a deal.
“This timing is really welrd,” Scls-
sors said. “Technically, there's
been a deal on the table for the

dent to sign for some time.

Commerce, sald the deal would
benefit American manufacturers
and farmers. “It’s an important

Whatscha:mdlstheythlnklhe
president will say ‘yes.’”
Early Thursday, Trump teased

P

House vote next week and clear
the Senate early next year. Once
approved by the legislatures In
each country, it will supplant the
1994 North American Free Trade
Agreement, which Trump has
called “our country’s worst trade
deal.”

The blpartisan cooperation on
trade is occurring even as House
Democrats move forward with
plans to impeach the president
over his demand that Ukraine an-
nounce an investigation of one of
his political rivals before receiving
$3% million tn congressionally au-
thorized military ald.

LIFE TRIBUTES

DEBORAH J. THOMAS
1951-201%

“God looked araund his
Garden and found an empty
place. He put his arms around
you and lifted you to rest. His
Garden must be beautiful, he

bost”

Joyee Thomas peacefully

entered into Eternal rest,

December 6, 2019. Left with
of her p

DRILLING

From page B1

legacy are her wlu. Sharone
Mayberry (Alleen) and
Shanon Thomas (Erica);
slsmr. Slcghanlc Mayberry;

B WA Pt

The Celobration of Life
Service will be Saturday,
Docemnber 14th, 11:00 AM.
\"{sim!nn will be prior to

b b O

ergy research firm Wood
Mackenzle.

Justin Rostant, an analyst
at Wood Mackenzle, said
the project marks a2 major
milestone for high-pressure
technology in the Gulf and
the wider offshore indus-
try. The next wave of high-
er-pressure projects are lo-
cated within the Gulf in an
area known as the inboard
lower tertiary region, to the
west of most existing deep-

A Chevron platform in the Guif of Mexlco is shown.

The

1y calls §is A

hor 1

the first-ever
high-pressure development in the deep-water Gulf,

a seml-submersible floating
production platform and
drilling a seven wells. The
project is expected to come
online in 2024.

The Anchor project is de-
signed v produce up bo
75,000 barrels of crude oil
and 28 milllon cublc feet of
natural gas per day. The to-
tal potentially recoverable
oll-equivalent resources for
Anchar are estimated to ex-
ceed 440 milllon barrels.

Earlter this week, Chev-
ron listed the Gulf as I
third-highest funding prior-
ity heading ‘into 2020 after
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Social Security benefit proposal
might cut dlsablllty payments

By Alfred Lubrano

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

PHILADELPHIA — The Trump
administration 1s  proposing
changes to Soclal Security that
could terminate disability pay-
ments to bundreds of thousands
of Amerlcans. particularly older
people and

The new rule would charueas—
pects of disability reviews — the
methods by which the Social Se-
curity inistration  deter-
mines whether a person contin-
ues to quallfy for benefits, Few re-
ciplenits aré aware of the propos-
al which is open for public

mment through January.

&idadﬂuphﬂlﬂwﬂitmﬂle
administratlon’s efforts to cut
food stamps, amang other enti-
tlement programs, with Insuffi-
clent information offered to ex-
plaln curtalling benefits.

Social Security officials de-
clined to comment. For years, Re-
publicans have argued that Soclal
Security benefits need to be
reined in to save money.

The new rule, advocates for
low-income Americans say, is just
a way to push people off the disa-
bility rolls.

“I have serious concerns about
this proposed rule,” sald U.S. Sen.
Bob Casey, D., Pa., a that it
“appears to be yet r at-
tempt by the Trump administra-
tion to make it more difficult for
people with disabilities to recelve
benefits.”

In a simllar vein, U.S. Rep.
Brendan Boyle, D-Pa,, said,
“These changes seem arbitrary,
concocted with no evidence or
data to Justify such consequential
modifications. This seems like
the next iteration of the Trump
administration’s continued ef-
forts to gut Social Security bene-
fits”

Soctal Security Disability Insur-
ance (SSDD) or Supplemental Se-
curity Income (SSD.

While SSDI is for people who
have worked at least 0 years, SSI
1s for low-income reclplents who
have seldom, If ever, been em-
ployed.

More than 16 rillion Amerl-
cans receive either SSDI (8.5 mil-
lion) ar SSI (8 million). SSI bene-
fits can run to $770 amonth; SSD]
payments, which are based on
Iifetime earnings, can range from
$800 to $1,800 monthly, govern-
ment figures show.

Merely getting benefits is an ex-
traordinarily difficult task, often
taking years and requiring appll-
cants to compile reams of docu-
ments, then state and restate
their cases in front of hearing offi-
cers, adjudicators, and judges.

Those already receiving disa-
bility benefits are subject to so-
called continuing disability re-
views, which determine whether
they are still deserving of com-
pensation for aninjury, illness, or
other incapacitating problem as
thelr llves progress.

Not everyone gets reviewed
within the same time frame. A
person with a grave illness such

6l Oxford / Getty Imagns
The new rule would change aspects of disability reviews from
the Social Security Administration.

as Lou Gehrlg's disease (ALS) is
placed In a category called “Medi-
cal Improvement Not Expected,”
and is subject to review every five
to seven years.

A low-birth-weight baby, on
the other hand, is categorized as
“Medical Improvement Expect-
ed,” and the case is reviewed ev-
ery six to 18 months, because
growth and change are anticipat-
ed, Romig said.

A third category is “Medical
Improvement Possible.”

All three categories are based
an existing medical standards
meant to help officials decide
whether benefits are still war-
ranted, sald Kate Lang, senlor at-
torney at Justice in Aging, a Wash-
Ington-based nonprofit that fo-
cuses on health benefits for low-
income older adults.

The proposed rule change
would create a fourth category:
“Medical Improvement Likely,”
which would mandate disability
reviews every two years, creating
an additional 2.6 million reviews
aver the first 10-year period.

An estimated 4.4 million bene-
ficiaries would be included in
that designation, many of them
children and so-called Step 5 re-

dpients, an intemnal Sodal Secu-
rity dasslfication, sald Jennifer
Burdick, supervising attorney
with Community Legal Services
in Philadelphla.

‘When applicants try to recelve
disabllity benefits, they elther
have one of a list of specified
medical {mpairments, or they
suffer from a combination of disa-
bilities that make working diffi-
cult or impossible, Burdick said.
The latter group are Step S and
are entitled to SSI or SSDI bene-
fits, according to federal law.

They are typically 50 to 65
years of age, in poor health, with-
out much education or many job
skills. They often suffer from mal-
adies such as debilitating back

The inclusion of Slep 5 people
in the “Medical Improvement
Likely” category appears to make
little sense, advocates for recipi-
ents say.

Medlcal conditions generally
deteriorate as already unhealthy
people age, and no evidence ex-
Ists that such beneficlarles are
“likely™ to improve, Burdick said.

Labeling them that way Is “a
radical departure from past prac-
tice,” she said. “There’s no medl-
calor sctentific basis tosay they’ll
get better.”

Compelling Step 5 recipientsto
be reviewed every two years
shows “a hostility toward the ba-
sic Soclal Security Act, which
takes a holistic view of the ind)-
vidual,” sald Jonathan Stein, a for-
mer Community Legal Services
attormey who Is working with
Burdick.

He said he bnlleves the uld-
mate aim of the rule Is to review
Step 5 reclplents so often that
they ultimately lose their benefits
because of the difficulties com-
plying with the review process.

“There's an underhandedness
to this,” Stein said. “It's ideologi-
cal, not based on medicine or scl-
ence.”

FAA boss to Boemg CEOQO: Back off Max news

By Dominic Gates
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

Federal Aviation Administra-
tion chief Steve Dickson met with
BoeingCEO Dennis Mullenburgat

[nWashington,
DC on Thursday to tell him to
pull bar.k on public statements
about an Imminent return to ser-
vice for the 737 Max.

Meanwhile, American Airlines
anncunced that with the Max’sre-
turn already slipping by at least
another month, it's pushing the
Max out of Its schedule until early

approving
slipped into 2020,

Dickson called for the meeting,
also anend_ed by new Boeing

OlNiar Doullery / AFP via Geatty Images

Boeing CEO Dennis
¢ has said Boei

expects FAA clearance for the
Max to fly again by year end.

ule that is not realistic due to de-
lays that have accumulated for a
variety of reasons,” the email
states. “More concerning, the Ad-
ministrator wants to directly ad-
dress the perception that some of
Boelng’s public statements have
been designed to force FAA into
taking quicker action.”

“The Administrator wants to
make clear that both FAA and
Boeing must take the dme to get

mended to Muilenburg “that Boe-
Ing's focus should be on the qual-
ity and timeliness of data submit-
tals for FAA review.”
“Hemadeclear that FAX's certl-
fication requirements must be
100% complete before retum to
service,” the emall states. “In
terms of timeline, he reminded
Mr. Mullenburg that FAA controls
the review process and that he
has told FAA's aviation safety ex-
perts working on conti

with Dickson and his deputy Dan
Elwell.

“We commitied to addressing
all of the FAA's questions as they
assess Max certification and train-
tng requirements,” Boelng sald in
a statement. “We will work with
the FAA to support their require-
ments and their timeline as we
work to safely return the Max to
service in 2020.~

That's the first taclt acknowl-

d from the that

vlewofmeﬂMax!otakelhe
time they need to get this right
and they have his full support.”
Dickson also took the opportu-
nity to promote an Idea he talked
about in his appearance Wednes-
day in a U.S. House Committee
hearing: that Boeing Introduce in-

the FAA will not be clearing the
Max to fly again this year.
American Alrlines sald Thurs-
day it has taken the Jet out of its
schedule until April 7, amonth lat-
er than previously planned.
Prior to April 7, it plans to oper-
ate Max demonstration flights

ECONOMY

From page Bt

nles have cut back. Producers
have pulled more than 270 dril-
ling rigs from operation in oll and
gas flelds since the start of the
year, a 25 percent decline.

For Houston, that's meant few-
er jobs in the energy sector. Em-
ployment in mining and I
which In Texas Is dominated by
the oll and gas Industry, was
down L4 percent In the second
quarter from last year, according
to the Federal Reserve Bank of
Dallas. The Houston PMI, a more
recent indicator, showed that
health care was the only sector
that grew In November. Oll and
gas, manufacturing, transporta-
ton and utilides, and profession-
alservicesrspondmmallrzport
ed contracting economic activity,
according to the Institute for Sup-
ply Management, which produc-
es the Index.

While Houston’s economy Is
more diverse now than perhaps
during the 1980s ofl bust, energy
still makes up 9 percent of the lo-
cal economy, according to the
Greater Houston Partnership,
and other sectars, such as manu-
facturing, are heavily ted to the
health of the energy sector. More
than a quarter of mamfacturing
Jobs in the region are tied to oll
and gas. Already, some manufac-
turers, which account for about 7
percent of the Houston economy,
have reported cutting back or
shuttering operations as a result
of the energy slump.

“The energy imiustry has real-
Iy had a tough time,” Thompson
said. "The access to credit isreally
tight, and the cheap money is
gone. This Is nothing like 2015, but
it’s still negative for the industry.”

Another sign of what’s come
for Houston comes from the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank of Dallas. The
Dallas Fed's Index of leading indl-
cators, based on data such as
manufacturing orders, home
sales and the U.S. rig count, re-
cently pointed toward lower
growth in the near future.

still, the Dallas Fed’s measure
of the local economy, the Hous-
ton buslness-cycle Index, shows
the economy was growing at an
annual rate of 2.7 percent this
year through October, down from
an average pace of 3.2 percent.

Job growth slows

Houston also had much weaker
Job growth in the second quarter
than earller estimates s 4
an analysis by the Dallas Fed
found. Economic data Is often re-
vised after It Is first released be-
cause the earliest data available is
not comprehensive and based on
smaller samples.

Job from the start of
2019 through October was L4 pet-
cent aver the prior year, the Dal-
las Fed calculates, slower than the
historic average I:H'E.I percent.

Local economists agree that
Houston Islikely to see weaker job
growth in 2020.

BIll Gilmer, econornlst and dl-
rector of the Institute for Regional
Forecasting at the University of
Houston's Bauer College of Busl-

tolts manufacturing and devel
ment processes the FAA Sarety
Mmmmt System (SMS).

SMS is a formal h to

with 1 and bers of
the media on board. Afer that
dale fewill phuemeje(slawlyhr

managing safety risk th Lhal lays out

| service, increasing
d_l'e number of Max flights gradu-

ness, fi that the local econ-
omy will add around 62,100 Jobs
next year. Jankowski of the GHP
puts it lower, at 42,300. Both
would be a slpwdawn from what



Commercial Alrplanes boss Stan

gystematic, organization-wide

ally during April.

the Datlas Fed projects as the jobs

Deal, in part because top , practices, and poll- Because the Max will be miss- | added In the local economy this
public statements seemed tor public statements cles. It's uh'eady astandard prac-  Ing from its schedule until then, | year, around 63,100.
ﬂyﬂdtomformeﬂmwpro- must reflect this priority” the e- tice for U.S. airlines and is credi-  some flights will be canceled. The “The ofl industry Is a drag on

de clearance soon. Anemaii the  mail states. “The purpose of the ted with Increasing safety in the alrline said It will contact custom- | Houston'’s economy right now,”
FAAlentThursdaylomeHouse meeting Is to ensure Boelng Is industry. erswhose flights are affected by e- sald. "If it was simply
and Senate aviaion oversight clear on FAA's expectations.” Though the wording of the e matl or telephone beginning Dec. | flat, you could do OK. But we're
commiitees makes clear Dickson '&fw&wmnymd mail amounts to a public mpon 22, deﬂmle!ymforacouplequaners
wants that to stop. the Administrator public  theknuckles for Mullenburg, Boe- The airlineadded thatit willan- | of much slower growth.”

“The Administrator is con- statementsmustreflectthisprior- ngissuedablandstatementafter- nounce its policy toward any pas-
cerned that Boelng continues to  ity,” the FAA emall adds. ward saying that Mullenburgand  sengers who don't wish to ity on | erin.douglas@chron.com
pursue a returno-service sched- The FAA sald Dickson recom- Deal had “a productive meeting®  the Max “in the coming weeks.” | Twitter.com/erinmdougias23
ASTRODOME TS
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and = 3 .
afterunaHidalgnwmelectedm!m— S o s \';
lyjudglimyw replacing longtime 2 = )
Ed Emmett, she's took a step =
from the project to analyze its =

viabllity and focus on what she sald

are more pressing Issues.

“We realize it's along uphill battle
for us,” Richards said. “What we're
propasing has never been done in

the world.”

Tk sacendly. ocuond Wk

the upper level of the dome's outer
ring, complete with an {nfinity edge
and another de-
market belng

and a glass bottom,
picting a Christmas
held inside the structure.

The pool Image, Richards notes,
was done for fun and wasn't part of

the initial plan.

“A lot of people complain that
Houston's too hot,” he sald. “We just

answered the call.”

nancy.sarnoff@chron.com

Courtesy James Richands / A-Dome Park
A-Dome Park could include a pool on the opper level of the Astrodome’s outer ring, complete with an infinity edge.
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The Salt Lake Tribune

BLM pulls back on Utah leases to do climate
reviews

(Al Hartmann | Tribune file photo) Molen Reef, pictured here in Utah's Emery County, is filled with Fremont rock
art in a rugged landscape the Bureau of Land Managements offered for oil and gas development in 2018. These
leases are among the 130 the BLM suspended in Utah last month so it could conduct additional environmental
studies examining their potential climate impacts.

ﬁ . Published: 2 days ago
By Brian Maffly e Updated: 1 day ago

Among President Donald Trump’s signature initiatives was pursuing
“American energy dominance” through a series of regulatory rollbacks to
fast-track fossil fuel development, regardless of the potential impacts on the

global climate.



But that strategy may actually be slowing development on Utah’s and other
Western states’ public lands because the Bureau of Land Management has

been forced to reanalyze many of the oil and gas leases it sold in recent years.

For thé fourth time in the past year, the BLM’s Utah office last month pulled
back dozens of leases covering thousands of acres after acknowledging that
its environmental analysis was inadequate in light of a successful court
challenge to leases in another state, according to the Southern Utah

Wilderness Alliance.

The latest suspensions stemmed from a lawsuit SUWA brought with Living
Rivers and the Center for Biological Diversity, challenging the sales of 130
leases covering 175,357 acres across Utah, including Emery County’s San
Rafael Swell and Molen Reef, lands along the Green and White rivers, the
Book Cliffs and in a part of San Juan County, where ancient American -

Indians left a rich record of their occupation.

“This map is only going to get bigger. This is a mess of BLM’s own making.
This is the outcome of the blind rush for energy dominance,” SUWA staff
attorney Landon Newell said. “It has completely backfired. They offered all

these leases with as little analysis as possible, and here is the outcome.”

Some of these leases date back to Novembe}' 2014, when the BLM was
overseen by Sally Jewell, President Barack Obama’s Interior secretary,
although the majority were offered after Ryan Zinke, under Trump,
succeeded Jewell. None has been developed, according to Newell. All told,
Newell estimated that the BLM has pulled 240 Utah leases spanning 300,000

acres.



The BLM’s Utah office said it remains committed to responsible development
of the energy resources it administers and is conducting “curative" analysis
under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on leases issued under

five different sales from November 2014 to December 2018.

“Once the analysis is complete, the BLM will issue a new decision for each
lease that may 1) cancel the lease; 2) modify the lease terms or 3) lift
suspension without modification,” BLM spokeswoman Rachel Wootton said.
"The NEPA analysis is focused on potential greenhouse-gas emissions
associated with potential lease development and hydrocarbon production and

climate change impacts due to greenhouse gases. "

Since Trump took office in 2017, the BLM’s Utah lease offerings have
mushroomed sevenfold over a similar time frame during Obama’s
presidency, SUWA’s suit contends. To promote Trump’s energy agenda, then-
Interior Secretary Zinke issued an order requiring the agency to identify

policies and procedures that inhibit oil and gas development on public lands.

The BLM’s pace of leasing had slowed after Obama entered the White House
in 2009, particularly in Utah, where Interior was forced to withdraw at least
77 leases hurriedly offered in the waning days of the George W. Bush
administration. Eco-activist Tim DeChristopher went to prison for entering

phony bids on several of those leases.

The Obama administration brought many reforms, requiring the BLM to
exercise greater care in deciding what parcels to lease. Those reforms, which
included master leasing, went out the window soon after Zinke’s arrival in
Washington, when the former Montana congressman arrived at his office on

horseback.



In the meantime, a large backlog of industry-nominated parcels had built up
on Jewell’s watch, held back because of the potential to degrade artifacts,
national parks, recreation, sage grouse habitat and other nonenergy

resources should they get drilled.

In response to Zinke’s directives, the BLM adopted instructions that
restricted opportunities for public involvement in leasing decisions and
encouraged BLM staffers to rely on existing environmental analyses, rather
than develop site-specific studies when reviewing new leasing proposals, the

SUWA suit alleges.

“BLM officials are starting to recognize the error in their rush to ignore
climate science and public health to unleash a fracking frenzy," said Diana
Dascalu-Joffe, an attorney at the Center for Biological Diversity. "Now the
administration must acknowledge the irreparable harm these irrational

decisions have on our fragile climate.”

SUWA and its allies hung their legal arguments on a March 2019 ruling by
U.S. District Judge Rudolph Contreras for the District of Columbia that
invalidated numerous Wyoming leases after concluding the BLM failed to
analyze “reasonably foreseeable” greenhouse-gas emissions and climate

impacts.

The ruling in that case, brought by Denver-based WildEarth Guardians, has
had a cascading effect across the West, where the BLM faces challenges to
nearly all leases it has offered since Trump took office three years ago.

SUWA’s lawyers argued Contreras’ logic applied to the Utah leases, and the



BLM apparently agreed, saying as much in September letters to leaseholders
informing them they could not develop their leases until the “curative”

analysis was completed.

“This is a train wreck going on right now,” said Jeremy Nichols, WildEarth
energy program director. “You’re going to see more litigation, you're going to
see more appeals, and they’re going to do everything they can to try to keep
the train on the rails. But, man, it’s off. ... They’re getting what they deserve.

They cut corners and dismissed the public, and this is what they get.”

Nichols has long argued that the BLM should estimate the volumes of carbon
dioxide that would be released when the oil, gas and coal from public lands
are extracted, processed and consumed. Unnatural buildup of carbon dioxide
in the atmosphere, resulting from the rafnpant burning of fossil fuels, is
warming the planet to a dangerous point, according to a scientific consensus

that Trump rejects.

In more recent environmental studies, the BLM said the necessary
greenhouse-gas analysis was completed for its two upcoming quarterly sales,

as well as those conducted since the Contreras ruling.

On Tuesday, the agency will offer 24 leases covering 13,422 acres all over
Utah, including nine in an archaeologically sensitive region around San Juan
County’s Montezuma Canyon. At a March 10 sale, the BLM will offer 25
mostly contiguous parcels covering 32,714 acres in the Uinta Basin. These
proposed leases, west and south of Vernal, cover areas that have become
popular for mountain biking, including McCoy Flats and Halfway Hollow.

Most of this land is within designated priority habitat for greater sage grouse.



Activists insist the BLM should take a “programmatic” look at its oil and gas
program’s climate impacts, rather than a piecemeal approach that examines

leases in isolation.

“The BLM acts like nothing else is happening in other districts or field offices
or even other states,” Nichols said. “They’re leasing in every Western state
huge amounts of public land. It’s happening at the same time in the same
region with similar climate consequences. Our federal environmental laws
are very clear that, in those situations, you've got to step back and take a

much bigger look at your activities.”

bmaffly@sltrib.com
W Foliow @brianmaffly

Donate to the newsroom now.
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The 12 essays featured in Arctic Report Card 2019 provide comprehensive summaries of key land, ice, ocean, and
atmosphere observations made throughout the Arctic in the cantext of historical records. Taken together, the essays also
serve to highlight the many strong and complex connections within the Arctic system. It is these connections that
magnify the impact of the changing Arctic environment—changes that affect ecosystems and communities on a regional
and global scale.
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Various essay highlights from across the Arctic.

At the center of the changes observed throughout the Arctic is the persistent warming of the surface air temperature,
which began around 1980. At +1,9°C, the annually-averaged land-based surface air temperature anomaly for October
2018-September 2019 is the sacond highest value (after 2015/16) since 1800. Annually averaged Arctic air
temperatures for the past six years (2014-19) all exceed previous records since 1900.

In the marine environment, the decline in the extent and thickness of the Arclic sea ice cover is directly linked to the
warming air temperatures, In September 2019, the end-of-summer minimum extent of the sea ice cover was tied for the
2nd lowest (with 2007 and 2016) in the 41-year satellite record. The oldest, thickest ice (>4 years old), which was once
widespread within the Arctic Ocean, now makes up just a small fraction of the sea ice cover. In March 1985, at the end-
of-winter maximum extent, 33% of the ice cover within the Arctic Ocean was made up of very oid ice, but in March 2019
old ice constituted only 1.2% of the ice cover. First-year ice now dominates the sea ice cover, comprising ~77% of the
March 2019 ice cover, compared to about 55% in the 1980s. Overall, the Arctic sea ice cover has transformed from an
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older, thicker, and stronger ice mass in the 1980s to a younger, thinner, more fragile ice mass in recent years, Becau
of this transfarmation, today's sea ice cover is now more vulnerable to malting out in summoer, thareby ingreasing the
likelihood of a continuing decrease in minimurn ice extent into the future.

The declining trend in the extent oﬁgmmg%fé@m ﬁ\'t?e]g%&gvgy Qangmgg ag:u'h‘ﬁip

temperatures and ocean primary productivity. Sea surface temperatures in the Arctic Ocean are driven mainly by solar
warming. Greatar solar warming occurs in ice-free regions of the Arctic Ocean, where the dark ocean surface absorbs
solar radiation up to 10 times more readily than the brighter sea ice surface, which largely reflects sunlight. August mean
sea surface temperatures show significant v@ﬁﬂmsmp&ﬁﬂnﬁﬁﬁm@nﬁm&bﬁﬁ-}rae
in August, For instance, the August mean sea surface temperatures in 2018 were ~1-7°C warmer than the 1982-2010
August mean in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas, the Laptev Sea, and Baffin Bay.

Primary production in the Arctic Ocean s driven by algae ing in the ice (ice algae) and in the water column
oo, i provds oot SUA WIS B oLkl (RSt N SHN RV A H Rk

sea ice extent have contributed substantially to shifts in patterns of primary production throughout the Arctic Ocean, as
related increases in light availability and stratification of the water column stimulate the growth of phytoplankton in the
water column. These patterns are often associated with the timing of the seasonal break-up and retreat of the sea ice
cover: higher production tends (oG 9EPTHY IPATES! YPARREITEY NOARIG OV SATEICLITESY
occur in regions where break-up is delayed. All regions of the Arclic Ocean have exhibited increasing ocean primary
productivity over the 2003-19 pariod, with the most pronounced increases observed in the Eurasian Arctic, Barents Sea,
and Greenland Sea.

Recent canditions in the Bering Sea RESTARGIEH HEISK BSqi ARL R BN OAd LM RESHARH he
Arctic marine environment. The Bering Sea forms the transition between the sub-Arctic North Pacific and the Arctic
Oceans. The eastem half of the Bering Sea has a broad and shallow shelf that enables an exceptionally productive
ecosystem, supporting large numbers of sea birds and marine mammals, the subsistence harvests that numerous

Indigenous communities depend on, m m R I!e:;lﬂ I Wﬁ&
annually). The summer distribution of fis uanﬁgg rales l\%ﬁ%‘mar rie’sa' og%mg?ng elf is 1 tSo)the

extent of the cold bottom water temperatures as determined by the southemn extent of sea ice during the preceding
winter.

For the past two winters {2018 and 2019) the maximum southern sea ice extent in the Bering Sea was at record low
values, at approximately 30% of the long-term mean (1980-2010). The record low sea ice coverage was likely a result of
three factors: (1) foremost, abnormally warm, southerly winds during winter limited the maximum sea ice extent by
pushing the sea ice northward; (2) the late freeze-up of the sauthern Chukehi Sea in the preceding falls and delayed ice
arrival in the northern Bering Sea; and (3) warm surface ocean temperatures that slowed the advance of ice. The record
low sea ice extent and early sea ice retreat disrupted the formation of very cold bottom water temperatures on the
Bering Shelf. The warmer bottom water temperatures observed during 2018 created a wide corridor within the shallow
continental shelf allowing sub-Aretic fish species to move northward into regions typically occupied by northemn shelf and
Arctic species. In the Atlantic sector's Barents Sea, there has been a similer northward shift in fish species associated
with warming bottom water temperatures and loss of sea ice. Regional pattems of sea ice loss may aiso be connected
to an observed decline in the breeding population of ivory gulls in the Canadian Arctic.

On land, the warming surface air temperature is causing a decrease in the extent of the Arctic snow cover, an increase
in the averall amount of Arctic vegetation, and the thawing of perennially-frozen ground, known as permafrost. These
compenents of the Arctic envir t are interc d and d 1o influence wildlife. Thawing permafrost
?iﬁﬂ:'?pal infrastructure, community shorelines, and Indigenous Peoples' traditional means for
storing food in ice cellars. Warming conditions also promote the microbial conversion of carbon that is stored in
permafrost into the gresnhouse gases carbon dioxide and methane. These gases are released to the atmosphere,

Riydhenteapping damnegidpdiation reflected from the Earth's surface in an accelerating feedback loop to global climate

warming. The Greenland ice sheet is also melting under the persistent rise of surface air temperatures and, as a result,
contributing to global average sea level rise at a current rate of about 0.7 mm yr. During the 2019 melt season, the
extent and magnitude of ice loss over the Greenland ice sheet rivaled 2012, the previous year of record ice loss.

Coming full circle, the decreasing extent of sea ice and snow cover along with the melting Greenland ice sheet leads to
an acceleration in the rate of warming of surface air temperatures in the Arctic. When these bright, white surfaces melt,
they expose darker surfaces (e.g., open ocean, rock; or vegetation), The white surfaces of snow and ice reflect sunlight
back to space, helping cool the Arctic region. The darker surfaces of land and acean absorb sunlight, warming the Arctic
region. Hence, the increase in the relative amount of open water and snow-free land leads to warming surface air
temperatures, which in turn iead to more melting and more warming. This cycle is a critical reason why the Arctic has
warmed at more than twice the rate of the global mean since the mid-1990s, a phenomenon known as Arctic
amplification of global warming. This warming is transforming Arctic ecosystems and presenting unique challenges for
the region's Indigenous peoples who rely on the stability of the environment for cultural and sconomic well-being, as well
as for subsistence foods taken from their local lands and waters. The impacts of a changing Arctic are not confined to
those wha live there. Through global sea-level rise, the release of permafrost carbon, and its role in regulating global
waeather patterns, the Arctic is vitally connected to people worldwide.

December 6, 2019
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will slow with energy next year

‘Two local predictions for
Houston’s economy carme out
in recent weeks. The first from
Rill Gilmer, economist and
director of the Institute for
Regional Forecasting at the
University of Houston's Bauer
College of Business. The

second from Patrick Jankowsk,

chief economist of the Greater
Houston Partnership, a
business

Jankowski pu
it lower, at 42,300 (which

would be a pretty significant
sowdown of more than 22,000

to add this year, at 64,400).

But the one thing these two
local economists — and every
other economist I speak with
regularly about the local
economy — agree on? We're
about to slow down.

Both Gilmer and Jankowski
agree that the Texas Workforce
Commission’s estimates of
employment growth thus far
this year likely overstate the
strength of the local economy
and will almost surely be
revised downward by the U.S.
Labor Department in early
2020

“It's not as strong as we
would like It to be, but it's still
growth," said at his
foi event Thursday.

Jankowski compared
Houston's economy to the
aftermath of the 1980s oil bust,

TEXASINC.

Experts agree: Houston’s economy

ist of the G Hi

FoyAET

sm/stmnum
hip, expects the Houst

i, the chief

reglon to Iose a net 4,000 energy jobs next year.

when the real estate market had
been oversaturated and the
industrial market overbuilt. It's
a similar pattern, though
hopefully this time we can avold
the banking collapse.

But like the 1980s, a major
factor holding Houston's
economy back Is the slumping
energy sector, which makes up
9 percent of the local economy,

according to the Greater
Houston Parmership, and is
headed for another downturn.
This time, It’s due to Wall Stleet
who have tigh
capital spending for exploration
and

has hurt demand for fuel
products (though, there are
some indications it is beginning

to glck up, Jankowsk points

But fewer wells are being
drilled, and the rig count is
down to Its lowest level since
March 20f7. The slump will
almost certainly mean job losses
in Houston's energy sector next

ar.
Oll prices were up to more
than $59 per barrel Friday after

OPEC agreed to cut
production by 500,000

barrels per day, but that’s
still within range of what
mast local economists
expect over the long term.
Most agree that oll prices are
likely to remain stuck in the
$50-$60 per barrel range
unless something drastic
changes.
Gilmer’s Jobs forecast, for
example, assumes between
$55-$60 per barrel next year.

ConocoPhlllips chief
economist Helen Currle,
speaking at the same Greater
Houston Partnership event,
said the oll major expects
global ol supplies to grow
next year. More supply
typlcally means lower
prices, and Currie sald she
sees the ofl market as largely
‘balanced.

Jankowski expects the
Houston region to lose a net
4,000 energy jobs next year.

Of course, the big 'I:ll.ll"
these forecasts are the small
matters of ofl geopolitics and
a raging trade war. As Currie
polnted out, OPEC Is always
a factor that can drastically
shift the cutlook for the oil
market, as well as politics in
cauntries such as Iran and
Venezuela,

But absent something that
‘bumps oil prices back up
past $65 per barrel (not even
an attack on Saudi Arabla’s
oil field did that), it seems
Houston business
community can confidently
plan for a slowdown next
year.

erin.dol ron.com
twitter.com/erinmdougias23
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Output from non-OPEC oil producers to climb

By Jordan Blum

STAFF WRITER

Global oll output from non-
OPEC producers is expected to
grow by record levels in 2020,
creating a glut of of crude and
driving oil prices lower, accord-
ing to a new report.

The Norwegian research firm
Rystad Energy said that produc-
ers outside of the cartel will add
2.25 million barrrels a day to
world oil supplies — which Is
more than double the anticipat-
ed demand growth projected
for 2020, Rystad said. This
would surpass the 1978 record
of just less than 2 million non-
OPEC barrels added.

U.S. shale plays along with
Norway, Brazil, Canada and
Guyana are all poing to add
significant volumes to global
markets In 2020 even as the
Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries is expected
to maintaln production quotas
next year.

“The record-high production
growth from non-OPEC tght oll
(shale) and offshore puts signif-
Icant pressure on OPEC’s abillty
to balance the oil market in
2020,” said Espen Erlingsen,
Rystad's head of upstream re-
search.

OPEC, Russia and Its allies
agreed Friday to cut an addl-
tional 500,000 barrels a day
through March in a new deal
that was strengthened by Saudi
Arabia’s vow to stay well below
its production quota and re-
duce lts cutput even more in
early 2020. Saudi Arabla is
seeking market stabllity and
stronger crude prices in part
because it is finalizing a limited
Initial public offering for its
massive state energy company,
Saud! Aramco.

Canadian oil sand production is forecast to grow by 250,000 barrels a day next year.

The agreement will deepen
cuts to 1.7 million barrels a day
from 1.2 million through March,
when the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries
and Jts allies, known collective-
ly as OPEC+, will revisit the
deal.

The Rystad analysis suggests
that the additional cuts may not
be able to support higher oil
prices. Some analysts forecast
the oil prices could fall toward
$40 a barrel next year despite
OPEC actlons.

Rystad estimates the United
States will increase its produc-

B24 | Monday, December 9,2019 | TEXAS INC. | Texasinccom

tlon by another [ million barrels
per day In 2020, led by onshore
shale. Some Texas oll and gas
companies, however, say that
such estimates are averly opti-
mistic.

Shale slump

With stock prices falling and
capital tight, many exploration
and production companies are
cutting spending and pulling
drilling rigs from the flelds. Oil
fleld services companties, which
perform drilling and hydraulic
fracturing for producers, say
they are stacking equipment

and cutting crews.

But even if Rystad's predic-
tion for U.S. production falls
short and shale output stumps,
rising ocutput from other coun-
tries could still cause the world
to surpass the 1978 record. Nor-
way and Brazil will each add
close to 500,000 barrels of ofl
production per day from off-
shore fields, while Canadlan
shale and oll sands will bring on
abt:lut 250,000 barrels, Rystad
sald.

Exxon Mobil will tack on
another 100,000 barrels a day
or so offshore of Guyana as the

tiny South American nation
becomes a significant player in
global crude markets. Exxon
Mobll and its partner Hess have
announced 4 discoveries off-
shore of Guyana so far and
expect more. Exxon Mobll ex-
pects to produce more than
750,000 barrels of oil a day
offshore of Guyana by 2025.
Other smaller increases
should come from Australia,
Yemen, India, South Sudan and
Malaysia, Rystad sald.

Jordan.blum@chron.com
twitter.com/jdblum23






the state-owned oll company Pet-
roleos Mexicanos, or Pemex, all ~

Those efforts, however, appenr to
end with ol. In the nationalistic
fervor to achleve energy self-suffl-

+Hascanda de Mexam

Carlos Slim is a Mexican billionaire whose company, Grupo Carso, was
the first of the pipeline firms to reach a deal with the government.

ports to meet about 65 percent of its
natural gas consumption, and that
share is only expected to grow over
the next two decades as growing

By 2025 alone, Mexico's natural

gas consumption is projected o
graw 20 percent to 9.1 billion cublc

fecta dwfmm?‘.ﬁblﬂlan cubic feet.

dency, Lopez Obrador’s administra-  manufacturing and power sectors This is good news for Texas oll
tlon has largely ignored natural gas.  boost demand for natural gas sub- and gas companles, which are pro-
Mexico already relies on U.S. Im- stantially. ducing such vast amounts of natural

structure coming online, because it
1s going to be one of your biggest
outlets for the next 15 years. For
however long you can keep up pro-
duction, Mexico will buy It.”
The Lopez Obrador administra-
Inadvertntly soaped by the comse.
conse-
quences of other decislons on ener-
gy, such as putting up barriers to
O continues on B6

Spanish oil giant’s net-zero goal puts
U.S. companies to shame on climate

CHRIS TOMLINSON

Tech developed at
A&M could help

Commentary

temperature
Tomlinson continues on B6 .

and Crcor dal Pam 7 AFP via Getty Images
Protests abound in Madrid for COPz2s, the annual
U.N, conference for world leaders to assess the
fight against climate change.

prevent wildfires

By Brian Melley .

AS20CIATED PRESS

University
might save a life If his cre-
ation could prevent some-
one from electrocut-

ing point in California and
other places that have expe-
rlenced devastating blazes
blamed on electrical equip-
mert.

“If we can fAnd things
when they start to fal, If we
can find things that are In
the process of degrading be-
fiore a catastrophic event oc-
curs, such as a downed line
that might electrocute
someone or a fire starting or

Electrical continues on By
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picking up pieces honor system often has a ctch
Days after plant blasts, residents Retall startups are opening shops Wealth management policles can
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Mexican leader’s focus on oil
leaves a blind spot: natural gas

As Lopez Obrador walks back reforms and foreign investment, U.S. exports to Mexico soar

By Emily Pickrell

CONTRIBUTOR

EXICO CITY — Mex-
Ico's president, the

lefi-) porul.ln
MJ&%W

Lopez Obrador, has
rolled the international energy
industry by walking back market
reforms designed to attract foreign
investment, modernize Mexico’s ol
industry and end fuel and power
shortages.

Instead, Lopez Obrador has can-
celed offshore lease auctions,
pledged to build new refineries and
moved to reassert the dominance of

gas at such low prices that many are
Just simply burning off, or flaring,
the gas gy they focus on necovering
oll in shale plays such as the Perm-
ian Basin in West Texas. Ultimately,
analysts say, Texas gas producers
need to expand foreign markets to
1Ift demand and prices for thelr
product.

“Mexico is an enormous natural
gas client,” said Dwight Dyer, a
former senjor official In the Energy
Ministry In the administration of
Lopez Obrador’s predecessar, En-
rique Pefia Nieto, “If you are a frack-
er in the Eagle Ford or the Permian
Basin, your mouth should water
over the Mexican plpeline Infra-



A tow-level U.S. delegation is in Madrid this year, and none will attend next year’s
meeting. The United States will be the only nation without a seat at the table.

The world needs d produc-
TOML|NSON mﬂmlaubylﬁpu::l:,l ?nlonh'l‘enslsmelemm
From page B1 to dimate mod- why US. per capita emds-

systemn. Such a market withdrew the
emissions from fossil fuels would allow nations that Unlted States from the Paris
will set a record high in excel In slashing emissions effective next
accoeding to the Glob- to sell credils to countries year. A low-evel U.S, delega

Tuesday, Dec., 10% #:30AM
San Antonio TX

Juiced Rite Model 100
Juicer, Wood Stone Pizza
Oven, Vulcan Tikt Skillet,

True Stainless Freezers,

Grown Tilt Keitle, Gas
Powered Wood Chipper,

___and morel

For mota info visit
www.SAMaudions.com

or e 877.SAM.AUCT.
€. Linas TX 816995

BANKRUPTCY SALE
CUALIFIED 5 DF ADLINE: 1EC, 20
— COURT-ORDERED SALE —
30-HOME INCOME-PRODUCING
RESIDENTIAL PORTFOLIO
WELL LOCATED THROUGHOUT HOUSTON AREA

Appraised Value: $12,809,000
(Values Batween $250,000 - $750,000)

l:;mdﬂlcd:mml.hn Current Annual Income: $436,920 (53% Occup.)
'mmh' lylmuupmqwme!h Great Valuo-Add Opportunity With
"‘”“"mee Do A 14 Homes Currently Vacant!

PROPERTY TOURS OF VACANT HOMES: DEC. 7,8, 17 & I3
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Border-crossing pipalines and sxpansions of Mexico's domestic plpeline network

Child

From page B ; + San s Samalayuea & - Comandhe Tl
International investment N —l = lab Or
lal:laenewalzlle g:ineralion - i
new oll and gas = v, rt
fields. As a result, natural . | repo
gas production is lagging W S
while a lack of wind and
solar energy Increases the eyes
need for natural gas for °
power generation. Ch
Stnce becoming presi- Gulf of Mexico lcago
dent in December 2018, °
Lopez Obrador has taken l
several measures in re- 3 ra'l cars
gard to the Mexico’s oil 'cm"" pil
resources, a point of — By Mary Wisniewski
particular pride for a CHICAGO TRIBUNE
nation that still celebrates
the 1938 expropriation of s CHICAGO — The Chicago
forelgn oil companies as a Transit Authority is asking a
national hollday. Lopez Chinese manufacturer for
Obrador has canceled oil more details about its sup-
lease auctions designed to B ply chain after a news report
attract private invest- =] that children are being used
ment, provided a $5 bil- 1 to mine materials in Africa
lion relief package to L that might be used in “L” car
Pemex to help boost sag- 200mL production.
ging domestic production : — The report sald that chil
andbegunbuildinga $#  sowawus EnegyDepwtment = KenElils /Staf grag dren as young as 4 from
billion refinery in Tabasco poor families In Madagascar
In south n Mexi ‘-Ld gasin th:al world Plenty of gas amcﬁvae fo:I-D renew:{bl]:te are mining for zllj—;a;:el&ich
and recover natio energy developers. In Is a type of min in
Stop-gap measure productlon at the same ;.:Mn:;uml asexpoisio Mexcora esbectad [okesp November, the adminis- cosmetics, electronics and
While the stated goal s~ ime,” said Rosanety Bar- US.naturat feet  tration announced plans other products. The NBC re-
to achieve energy-self rios, a former senior 200,000 to bulld four giant natu- port sald that the materials
sufficiency, the adminis- official in the Energy 1622¢  ral-gas combined-cycle end up In goods sold by
tration has been largely Ministry in the Pefia Nieto i plants. companiessuchas Panason-
silent on growing impoerts  administration, “Qur 150,000 = With the demand for ic and CRRC, a Chinese gov-
of natural gas. U.S. natu- strategy for increasing power expected to grow ernment-owned car rail
ral gas exports to Mexico  national production was at least 3 percent annu- comparry whose U.S. subsid-
have more than doubled  through our rounds of 100,000 D ally, so will the need for lary, CRRC Sifang America,
over the past five years to  private auctions, to take imported natural gas. has a $1.3 billion contract to
5.5 billion cublc feet a advantage of all our un- 52,807 Meanwhile, Lopez Obra- produce “L” cars for the
day, according to govern-  conventional reserves.” 50.000 204 2015 2006 207 2018 2018 dor continues to focus on CTA.
ment statistics. The challenge for Mex-  soura Energy Dept Suttgngr  Pemex and ofl, blaming “Due to our concerns
“They don’t really have  ico and Pemex has been previous administrations about some recent media re-
anatural gas policy,” said  the expensive logistics of for introducing market pors, CTA has requested
Jose Maria Lujambio, the  producing shale oil and administration contracted  unfair contracts. The reforms that he says led to that CRRC provide more de-
former general counsel gas. An estimated 60 with North American disputes with several Mexico's decreased oil talled information about its
for Mexico’s Energy Reg- percent of Mexico's natu-  companies to invest more  companies were eventu- and gas production. supply chain for the new
ulatory Commission in ral gas reserves are in than $5 billion to build ally resolved through “We should never for- 7000-serles rail cars, specifi-
administration of Pefia shale fields concentrated 2,800 miles of naturalgas  arbitration, but many U.S.  get that those technocrats cally about materials provid-
Nieto's predecessor, Fe- in the Burgos and Sablnas  pipelines In seven proj- Investors and producers deceived us,” Lopez Obra- ers and thelr sources,” CTA
lipe de Jesus Calderon basins, close to the Texas  ects to connect Mexico to  are likely to think twice dor said in a recent press spokesman Brian Steele said
Hinojosa. “This is a gov- border, and the Tampico-  natural gas produced in about building pipelines,  conference. in a statement on Friday.
ernment that speaks alot  Misantla basin In Tamaull-  Texas. storage and other infra- Ina statement, Dave Smo-
about energy security and  pas in northeastern Mex- These pipelines, in- structure in Mexico, ana Looking abroad lensky, a spokesman ln Chi-
energy sovereignty, but at  ico, but these areas lack cluding the $2.5 billion lysts said. As for Texas, while cago for CRRC Sifang, said
the same time, natural gas  adequate roads, pipelines  underwater Sur de Texas- “The impact of the Mexlco Is a desirable that the company “express-
is kind of ignored. Itisnot  and water, whichisused ~ Tuxpan (built by Canadi-  pipeline arbitrationissue  cllent based on its need ly prohibits” the use of child
seen as that important.” by the millions of gallons  an TC Energy and San was huge,” said Nymla and proxirmnity, it Is far labor In the making of any of
That 15 a departure in hydraullc fracturing to  Diego-based Sempra Almelda, a senior vice from the only market the components used In the
from the policles of the free oll and gas from shale  Energy) were designedto  president and natural gas  where the gas could be assemnbly of Its rall cars.
Peiia Nieto administra- rock. help meet the natural gas  analyst for Moody’s In- placed. Both Europe and “The majority of compo-
don, which had hoped Above all, Mexico and shortages contributing to  vestor Service in Mexico,  Asia, especially China, nents used in the produc-
eventually to meet Mex- Pemex lack the technolog-  power shortages in places  likely undermining cer- provide compelling op- tion of our railcars are
ico’s needs the ical know-how that un- such as the Yucatan Pen- tainty that future con- portunities to export sourced from U.S. suppli-
development of domestic  locked vast quantties of insula. One of the pipe- tracts would be honored.  liquefied natural gas. ers;” Smolensky sald in the
natural gas resources. The  oil and gas from the lines connects to Kinder Moody’s, she added, is “That Is where the blg emalled statement. “We ex-
plan was to hamess the Permian Basin in West Morgan’s Sierrita Gas still assessing the lmpact Incremental volumes of pectall our suppliers to treat
abilities of International Texas and Eagle Ford Pipeline, which uns from  on Investor confidence. gas are likely to go,” said their workers with dignity,
oil and gas companies shale in South Texas. Tucson, Ariz., to the The Pefia Nieto admin-  Craig Pirrong, an energy respect and responsible em-
seeking opportunities in At the same time, Pe- Mexican border near istration also had hoped finance professor at the ployment practices.”
Mexico after the opening ~ mex’s natural gas output Sasabe, Ariz. * to expand the country’s University of Houston. The November 18 NBC
of its energy markets in — most of which comes wind and solar energy *“Our shale sector has kept story sald that mica mined
2044. Natural gas from from assoclated oll pro- Hit to confidence generation, holding con- prices low and It Is creat- by “an underground army”
Texas natural gas would duction in onshore and The involvement of tract bidding rounds to Ing the oppartunity for of children In the Island Afri-
be a stop-gap measure offshore Tabasco - is private companies made  attract new investment. natural gas. That is what can niation “make their way
until Mexico’s own shale decreasing 7to-9 percent  the pipeline projects But that effort, 100, has makes us competitive on through an opague supply
formations began produc-  per year. To bridge the suspect for the Lopez largely gone by the way- the world market, and not &mAfri:amAsahe-
ing. widening gap between Obrador administration, side as Lopez Obrador has  just in Mexlco.” fore landing in millions of
“What we thought at slumping Pemex produc-  which In July demanded canceled auctions and products — electronics, ap-
the tlme is that we should  tion and growing, de- an additional $900 mi}- changed key regulations emilysusanpickrell pllances, even trains — that
take advantage of the mand, the Pena Nieto lion for what it said were to make the market less @gmail.com wind up in America.”
geous CEOs willing to speak =
the Parls agreemnent and ﬂnn'uthabo\nd\ewasas aAUCHONS
participate in these global and demand that Trump do
negadations the right thing for both HEB WAREHOUSE
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Blinded in custody, migrant faces
future in war-torn Sierra Leone

Jon Shapley / Staft photographer

“When he got hurt, it changed my whole !ife,” Kadlatu Lamin said of her son, Mohamed Gordon, who had a hard fall in jail.

Critics say case demonstrates lack
of adequate care in ICE detention

By Lomi Kriel

STAFF WRITER

CONROE - Mohamed Gor-
don’s vision was fading.

A legal resident, from Sierra
Leone, Gordon had slipped in
the Fort Bend County jall in the
fall of 2017, smacking his head so
hard he ended up In the hospl-

Courtesy
Gordon lost sight in one eye.

tal. Months later, his eyesight
blacked out, and doctors diag-
nosed him with a detached reti-
na. He needed urgent surgery to
save his right eye, he was told.
Gardon, 27, shuttled between *
county Jall, state prison and fed-
eral immigration custody,
where he finally had the opera-
tion weeks later in Anugust 2018.
But that marked only the be-
ginning of a monthslong saga to
recover his sight. Gordon com-
plalned to Immigration and Cus-

toms Enforcement officlals in
Conroe at least {7 times of pain
and pressure, explalning that he
needed follow-up care, his
medical records show. Du:turs
warned that without an i

ate second surgery, he risked
losing his vislon permanently.
His mother pleaded for ICE toal-
low him out on bond so that she
could pay for the operation.

By thi

this summer, Gordon lost
hope, along with sightin his eye.
Immigrant continues on Ag

Energy industry’s roughnecks go digital

Jobs evolve in oil and gas industry as technology takes a key role

By Serglo Chapa

STAFF WRITER

Scrum master. Data scientist.
Cloud architect.
jobshﬂ-ncoﬂmdma]gas

uum; ging

younger, more diverse class of
tech workers holding these and
other titles, such as big data engi-
neer o user experience design-
er, s Increasingly replacing
mq;hmcks. roustabouts and

er bluecollar workers who

stay profitable with oll prices

prize skills such as coding, de-
sign, data amalysis and computer
system architecture over physl-
cal

prowess.
\Pﬂl: sa:mwlde lunplu::mem

Bdmbpremem"mumvd
with a year ago, tech jobs in the
sector appear to be growing, es-

HPD
officer
shot,
killed

Suspect in custody
after cop was slain
in call to East End

By Lomi Kriel, Jay R. Jordan
and St. John Barned-Smith

STAFF WRITERS

A Houston police sergeant
died Saturday night after he was
shot In the chest with a seml-au-
tomatic pistol during a domestic
disturbance near Magnolia Park
In east Houston.

Mayor  Sylvester  Turner
pralsed the service of Christo-
pher Brewster, 32, who had been
with the department since 2010.

“This Is a tough moment for
our clty,” Tummer sald. “foday
and In days to come, years to
cutne, we will honor Il as a e
10 In the city of Houston for the
work he performed on behalf of
everyone in the city.”

Officers were called at about
5:50 p.m. to the 7400 block of Av-
enue | after a woman told 91 dis-
patchers that her boyfrlend was
assaulting her and that he had
two flrearms, Police Chlef Art
Acevedo said during a news can-
ference.

Patrol officers did not immedi-
ately see the couple, but Brew-
ster spotted a man and a woman
near the 7400 block of Avenue L.

“When he exlted his patrol ve-
hicle, he immediately came un-
der fire,” Acevedo said.

He sald 25-year-old Arturo
Solls allegedly fired multple
rounds at Brewster, striking him
several times before fleeing.

The nine-year veteran of the
department fell to the ground
but continued to relay informa-
tion to other officers about the
description of the suspected
shooter and the direction In
which he ran - an action Aceve-
do praised.

“Iknow where his wounds are;
they were bad,” Acevedo sald.
“He had the presence of mind
and the courage to broadcast sus-
pect Information that was criti-



Nelghbors satd they had seen
Officer continues on AG

Immunotherapy’s next horizon: cancer prevention

MD Anderson researchers hope to lower ~ Just before each sbemonth _ 1 h L
odds of lung disease for those at high fisk  gredsche texcher i Houston. 3

|
|
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