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Oil & Gas EIS Project

Mr. Robert Potts

Natural Resources and Planning Team Leader
National Forests and Grasslands in Texas
2221 North Raguet '
Lufkin, Texas 75904

Dear Rob,

The Houston Regional Group and Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra Club (Sierra Club)
provide these additional scoping comments for the U.S. Forest Service (FS) oil/gas
leasing environmental impact statement (OGLEIS) under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) for the National Forests and Grasslands in Texas (NFGT). The Sierra

Club appreciates that the NFGT is preparing this OGLEIS and we want to participate and
collaborate during this process.

1) There are several more articles that the Sierra Club provides to the FS.

1. “Big Oil looking to sell $27 billion in global assets”, Jordan Blum, Houston Chronicle,
November 19, 2019. '

This article shows that the nature of oil/gas exploitation, “boom and bust”, is causing even
the largest companies to sell off their assets and retrench.

2_“Climatic ailments”, Earthweek, Houston Chronicle, Novémber 17, 2019.

This article documents how climate change has and will affect public health due to
disease range extensions.

3. “Shale sector is shrinking for its own survival’, Jordan Blum, Houston Chronicle,
November 16, 2019.

This article documents how shale oil/gas companies are reducing jobs.

4. “Oil industry in Texas still trimming jobs”, Erin Douglas, Houston Chronicle, November
16, 2019.

“When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to everything else in the universe.” Jobn Muir =
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This article documents how jobs are being reduced in the oil/gas sector.

Most of the articles above show that investment in oil/gas is risky and subject to “boom
and bust” cycles that throw people out of work and degrade community economics and
cohesion.

2) The Council on Environmental Quality’'s (CEQ) NEPA implementing regulations require
that mitigation and monitoring occur. These requirements are spelled out in:

1. Section 1500.1 Purpose, (c), “The NEPA process is intended to help public officials
make decisions that are based on understanding of environmental consequences, and
take actions that protect, restore, and enhance the environment. These regulations
provide the direction to achieve this purpose.”

2. Section 1500.2 Policy, (e), “Use the NEPA process to 'identify and assess the
_reasonable alternatives to proposed actions that will avoid or minimize adverse effects of
these actions upon the quality of the human environment.”

3. Section 1500.2 Policy, (f), “Use all practicable means, consistent with the
requirements of the Act and other essential considerations of national policy, to restore
and enhance the quality of the human environment and avoid or minimize any possible
adverse effects of their actions upon the quality of the human environment.”

4. Section 1502.1 Purpose, “The primary purpose of an environmental impact statement
is to serve as an action-forcing device to insure that the policies and goals defined in the
act are infused into the ongoing programs and actions of the federal government. It shall
provide full and fair discussion of significant environmental impacts and shall inform
decisionmakers and the public of the reasonable alternatives which would avoid or
minimize adverse impacts or enhance the quality of the human environment.

5. Section 1502.14 Alternatives including the proposed action, (f), “Include
appropriate mitigation measures not already included in the proposed action or
alternatives.”

6. Section 1502.16 Environmental Consequences, (e), ‘;Energy recjuirements and
conservation potential of various alternatives and mitigation measures.”

7. Section 1502.16 Environmental Consequences, (f), “Natural or depletable resource
requirements and conservation potential of various alternatives and mitigation measures.”

8. Section 1502.16 Environmental Consequences, (g), “Urban quality, historic and
cultural resources, and the design of the built environment, including the reuse and
conservation potential of various alternatives and mitigation measures.”

9. Section 1502.16 Environmental Consequences, (h), “Means to mitigate adverse
environmental impacts (if not fully covered under Section 1502.14(f)).”



10. Section 1503.3 Specificity of comments, (d), “When a cooperating agency with
jurisdiction by law objects to or expresses reservations about the proposal on grounds of
environmental impacts, the agency expressing the objection or reservation shall specify
the mitigation measures it considers necessary to allow the agency to grant or approve
applicable permit, license, or related requirements or concurrences.” '

11. Section 1504.2 Criteria for referral, (f), “Environmental referrals should be made to
the Council ... In determining what environmental objections to the matter are appropriate
to refer to the Council, an agency should weight potential adverse environmental impacts,
considering: (f) Availability of environmentally preferable alternatives”.

12. Section 1504.3 Procedure for referrals and response, (c)(2)(vi), “Give the referring
agency’s recommendations as to what mitigation alternative, further study, or other
course of action (including abandonment of the matter) are necessary to remedy the
situation.”

13. Section 1505.2 Record of decision in cases requiring environmental impact
statements, (b), “Identify all alternatives considered by the agency in reaching its
decision, specifying the alternative or alternatives which were considered to be
environmentally preferable.”

14. Section 1505.2 Record of decision in cases requiring environmental impact
statements, (c), “State whether all practicable means to avoid or minimize environmental
harm from the alternative selected have been adopted, and if not, why they were not. A
monitoring and enforcement program shall be adopted and summarized where applicable
for any mitigation.”

15. Section 1505.3 Implementing the decision, “Agencies may provide for monitoring
to assure that their decisions are carried out and should do so in important cases.
Mitigation (Section 1505.2(c)) and other conditions established in the environmental
impact statement or during its review and committed a part of the decision shall be
implemented by the lead agency or other appropriate consenting agency.”

16. Section 1505.3 Implementing the decision, (b), “The lead agency shall: (b)
Condition finding of actions on mitigation.”

17. Section 1505.3 Implementing the decision, (c), “Upon request, inform cooperating
or commenting agencies on progress in carrying out mitigation measures which they have
proposed and which were adopted by the agency making the.decision.”

18. Section 1505.3 Implementing the decision, (d), “Upon request, .make available to
the public the results of relevant monitoring.”

19. Section 1508.20 Mitigation, (a) through (e), “Mitigation includes: (a) Avoiding the
impact altogether by not taking a certain action or parts of an action. (b) Minimizing
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impacts by limiting the degree or magnitude of the action and its implementation. (c)
Rectifying the impact by repairing, rehabilitating, or restoring the affected environment.
(d) Reducing or eliminating the impact over time by preservation and maintenance
operations during the life of the action. (e) Compensating for the impact by replacing or
providing substitute resources or environments.”

20. Section 1508.25 Scope, (b)(3), “Scope consists of the range of actions, and impacts
to be considered in an environmental impact statement ... (b) Alternatives, which include:
(3) Mitigation measures (not in the proposed action).”

The FS should ensure that the appropriate mitigation and monitoring, the right amount of
the mitigation and monitoring, and the documentation of mitigation and monitoring is done
for the OGLEIS. The FS should release to the public, periodically, updates about
mitigation and monitoring, their effectiveness, and whether more is needed.

3) The Sierra Club wants to look at the scoping comments that have been submitted for
the OGLEIS. If the scoping comments are put on the NFGT website, the Sierra Club can
look at these comments there. If that is going to occur, when will it happened? If the FS
is not going to put the public scoping comments on the website or this will be done at a
much later date, the Sierra Club requests that it be allowed to review the scoping
comments at the NFGT office in January.

4) The Sierra Club requests a meeting with the FS about the proposed stipulations and
other information that is on the maps that were sent. The Sierra Club appreciates that
the FS sent these maps. The maps that the FS sent to the Sierra Club are: Existing
Leases, Existing Stipulations, Decision Area and Key Resources, and Proposed
Stipulations. The Sierra Club would like to have the Texas Conservation Alliance present
at this meeting where discussion, questions, and comments about the maps is
considered.

For Sam Houston National Forest (SHNF), the Sierra Club has questions about Longleaf
Pine Compartments, Flatwoods Compartments, Clear Creek, Nebletts Creek, Baygall
and similar wetland areas, blackland prairies, lakes, Lone Star Hiking Trail, other hiking
trails, and other trails, proposed special management areas, Winters Bayou Scenic Area,
and other topics.

The maps do not clearly show where private minerals are versus public minerals, where
they are mixed, and the interaction between the two. The Sierra Club has asked the FS
for a map that clearly shows where the public minerals and private minerals are. The
Sierra Club requests that the FS provide it with this map.



The Sierra Club appreciates this opportunity to provide these additional initial scoping
comments about the OGLEIS. Thank you.

Sincerely. @MW

Brandt Mannchen

Forest Management Issue Chair

Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra Club
Chair, Forestry Subcommittee

Houston Regional Group of the Sierra Club
20923 Kings Clover Court

Humble, Texas 77346

281-570-7212
brandt_mannchen@comcast.net
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WeWork set to lay off thousands

Company trying toright itself after
heavy financial losses, canceled IPO

By Peter Eavis
and Mike Issac
NEW YORK TIMES

WeWork is preparing to cut at
least 4,000 people from Its work-
force asit tries to stabilize itself af-

the *s breakneck
mﬂ up heavy losses
and led It to the brink of collapse,

two people with knowledge of the
matter said.

The cuts are expected to be an-
nounced as early as this week and
will lake place across WeWork’s

1g global tion. Un-
dertheplan the company’s core
business of subletting office space
would lay off 2,000 to 2,500 em-
ployees, one of the people sald.
An_additional 1,000 employees
will leave as WeWork sells or dlos-
es down noncore businesses,
such as a private school in Man-

hattan that It set up. Additionally,
roughly 4,000 bullding mainte-
nance employees will be trans-
ferred to an outside contractor.
Together, these employees would
represent around a third of the
12,500 people WeWork employed
at the end of June.

But one of the people sald the
company could shed as many as
5,000 to 6,000 emplayees.

Executive Chairman Marcelo
Clawre told stafTin an email Mon-
day that the process, which will
involve eliminating and scallng
back some functions and respon-

sibilities, “will make us stronger
and better able to generate even
momoppomnﬂdesuverﬂlecom-
Ing months and years.”

The staff reductions will be in-

billions of dollars into an erratic
expansion that Indluded adding
huge office spaces in the world's

cluded In a five-year plan to over-
haul WeWork that could be pre-
sented to employees as early as
today, said the people, who spoke
on the condition of anionymity to
discuss the layoff plans.

The layoffs represent the -
man cost of a remarkable reversal
In WeWork's fortunes. Under Its
co-founder and former CEO, Ad-
am Neumann, the company piled

leases office space from
Iandlords, refurbishes it and rents
It out to its customers, shelved
plans for an initial public offering
in late September after Investors
were put off by the company’s
losses and had questions about its
corpordte governance.
SoftBank, the Japanese con-
‘WeWork continues on By

RETAIL

Battle for holiday workers
underway as season looms

3 - .
We’re Hiring
Fuwwated in o aewond opcoTun st
Taret JOND o w wrried o aheny
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Austina Gritin/ Tribune News Senvice
is 1g the bil gy to recruit { heip. Retailers are looking for

Target using
any edge to hire and m; on to good workers durla;the holidays.

Signs show that hiring may stagnate oreven decline thls year
By Jackie Crosby

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

A mixed picture ofholiday hiring is
emerging, even as mega-tetallers
such as Target Corp, alm for a record
number of temporary workers to han-
dle ahoped-for sales surge in the next
two months.

Retallers added 18 percent more
workers In October than they did dur-
ing the same a year ago, ac-
cording to the U.S. Burean of Labor
Statistics. Hutjobsm lransportahm

and w

Big Oil looking
to sell $27 billion
in global assets

By Jordan Blum
STAFF WRITER

Big Oil companies aim to unload about $27 billion
tn ofl and gas assets worldwide to cut costs and facus
spending on their core projects as the Industry re-
trenches in the face of lackluster oil prices and con-
cerns about weakening oll demand, according to a
new report.

V.S, energy major Exxon Mobil and Chevron, for
instance, are concentrating their oil and ps spend-
Ing on their most promising prospects. Both
nles are Imvesting heavily In the Permian Basin In
West Texas, Exxon also Is targeting offshore ol fields
of the South American nation of Guyana while Chev-
ron s focusing on ofl fields in Kazakhstan in Central
Asia, according to a report from the Norwegian re-
search company Rystad Energy.

This is all part of a broader trend of financlal dis-
cipline in the energy sector to promote shareholder
confidence and woo Wall Street investors back to

Big Od continues on By

“Eatertainment” concept Punch Bowl Social
will open at Sawyer Yards.

Punch Bowl Social
plans to take a dip
in Houston scene

By Nancy Sarnoff

BTAPF WRITER



running counter to years ot growth
fueled by booming e-commerce sales.
Signs point to a hollday hiring sea-
son that could stagnate or even de-
cline this year.

“It says more about the labor mar-
ketdmnitdouabmtmedeslmbo
hire;” sald Andrew Challenger, vice
ptl.‘:ldml of global outplacement
firm Challenger, Gray & Christmas,
which suspects that traditional retail-
ers might never again hire the num-
bers they once did, particularly as
warehouse work becomes more auto-
mated.

Yet staffing remalns the critical
component for retallers of all sizes in

plan to spend an average of $1,047.83
for last mtér:p‘ anmual
from year. toan
survey by the National Retall Federa-
tionandespermslghts&Analy&s
The battle for workers is well un-

MarkLennhan / Assaciated Preas fla

A UPS employee loads packages onto a truck at a company facility in
New York. Online shopping is still growing at a double-digit rate.

derway. Stores at the Mall of America

amps up from 1,000 to about 3,000

during the holidays, a mall spokes-

woman sald, Kohl's began recrulting

last aimmer to get a jump on the sea-
Hiring continues on Bs

Punch Bowl Social, a Denver-based chaln of en-
tertainment and dining venues, plans to open by
the end of next year at Sawyer Yards, an arts-centric
enclave northwest of downtown.

The Punch Bowl concept, which Is heavily mar-
keted to millennials and the younger Gen Z cohort,
has dining and bar options, along with ping pong,
darts, games, classic video games,
lanes and private karaoke rooms. It's part of a retail
category referred to as “eatertainment.”

CEO Robert Thompson said there’s not a typical
customer experience at Punch Bowl. You might go
for a drink and end up staying for karaoke. Or you
might be part ofa 5 corporate event.

*“People always think about us as this boozy place
for millennials. That's true, but we do alot of Satur-

Puncd continues on B8

STATE YOUR CASE

Navigating inheritance when husband is not on the deed

Q: I don’t understand why
my husband, who had nothing
to do with buying n1y home,
can have any cdlaim to it when [
die. Is there any way my son
can get my home instead of my
husband? If my husband is
allowed to stay in my home,
why does he get to stay for
free and not pay for the
upkeep?

A: If you dle befare your hus-
band, Texas law gives your hus-
band the right to live in your
home for as long as he wants. He
can stay there for a week, leave
for a year, come back for a week,
and then leave again for years. It
Is essentfally his home until he
dles or abandons it.

_ Your son the home, he doesn't have to pay
= doesn't actually rent to your son. But he also
s getcutout. The doesn't get to stay for free, as he
=  way thelaw works, must pay for the upkeep and
your sonwillown  property taxes. If you still have a
. thehome, butfor  mortgage, he nrust pay the in-
RONALD as long as your terest on the mortgage, but your
UPMAN hushand s alive, son would have to make the
ymrsnncan'ttakepusmslmof principal payments. Your son
thehumeoruseltmaquy, would also have to pay for the
unless allowed by S s
Your husband can even remar- You do have aptions.
ry, and he and his bride can live You can move to another state
in your home. But (f your hus- where the laws are more In your
band dies before she does, his favor.
homestead rights don't transfer You can sell the homne and
to her. At that polint, your son then rent a home or
would get the home, and she You can ask your husband to
would have to move out. sign a post-nuptal agreement
While your husband islivingin ~ where he waives his homestead

right. Of course, that might be
something he would refuse to do,
and if that happens, the next
option might be appropriate far

you.
You can get divorced. Once the

charpge you exorbitant rent, or he
could even boot you out and
force you to find another place to
live.

The Information in this column is
divorce is final, he will have no intended to provide o peneral
right whatsoever to your home. understanding of the law, not legal

You can also give or sell your advice. Readers with legal
home to your son now and then pmblzms.includingr}wsewlme
rent from him. But be aware, this  questions are addressed here,
option has risks. Importantly, the  should consult attorneys fur
home would no longer be pro- advice on their particular
tected from creditors’ claims. circumstances. Ronald Lipman of
And you would lose your proper-  the Houston law firm Lipman &
ty tax homestead exemption. Associates is board-certified in
Your son might declare bankrupt-  estate planning and probate law
cy, or sell the home, or die be- by the Texas Board of Legal
fore you and give the home tohis  Specialtzation. Email questions to
wife or someone else. He could Stateyourcase@lipmanpc.com.
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BIG OIL s ]\ =% cemsand geopolitical volatility.”
' | Chevron aims to sell its stake
From page B1 ) In offshore Nigerian flelds for

the oil and gas sector, which In
recent years bullt a reputation
for profligacy. After years of over-
spending and  underperfor-
mance, Investor sentment has
soured on the industry.

ARer spending $10.5 billion
last year to buy the Texas shale
assets of BHP, the British ol ma-
Jor BP aims to sell other assets In
the U.S., Including In the San
Juan Basin in northwestern New
Mexico. Houston’s ConocoPhil-
lips already plans to sell its newer
position in the Loulsiana Austin
Chalk for less than §1 billion after
the inltial well results fell short of
expectations.

Exxon Mobil has the most for
sale as It intends to divest $15 bil-
lion of assets by 2021. The compa-
ny recently sold its Ni
North Sea holdings for $4.5 bil-
lion. It also is selling its position
in the North Sea offshore of the
U.K.forup to$2blllion, as well as

Brett Coomer / Staff file photo

A well site Is set up In the Austin Chalk in Louisiana. Houston's ConocoPhillips plans to sell its
newer position in that field for under $1 billion after initial well results fell short of expectations.

certain Gulf of Mexico assets and
additional holdings in Australia,
Malaysia, Vietnam, Nigeria and
Azerbaijan.

“While oll and gas majors In-

crease their focus on core areas
and divest mature assets and in-
terests in geopolitically unstable
reglons,” said Rystad analyst
Ranjan Saxena, “observers will

be following closely to see how
Investors react and what other

steps these energy glants will
keholders Inter-

close te $2 billion.

Independents’ chance

BP also is interested In selling
assets in the UK and Kazakh-
stan, while Royal Dutch Shell
may sell its positions in Egypt
and Indonesla.

‘The French energy major To-
tal Is buying the African assets of
Houston's Occldental
- acquired from Oxy buying Ana-
darko Petroleumn - for $8.8 bil-
lian, Including a liquefied natu-
ral gas project in Mozamblgue.
As aresult, Total Islooking to un-
load other assets, such as acre-
age in the Netherlands and Nige-

a.
“The expected transactions

mean some of the majors are

polsed to exit certaln regions,”

Saxena sald, “giving

players and independents a

chance to buy into key fields.”

take to keep
ested amid rising climate con-

Jordan.blum@chron.com
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JOAN BLAKE STRASBURGER PURDOM
192¢-2019

Joan Purdom of Conroe, Ing then Vice President and
Texas passed away pescefully  Mrs. Richard M, Nixon, and
in Houston on November 17, then Vice Presidont and Mrx,
2019 ot the age of 93. Born Lyndon B. Johnson (who
Joan Inglis Blake on March that the weather in
21,1926 in East Orange, New n was as hot and humid
Jersey to Charles Gillespie as that in Texas), Joan and
Blake and Edith Inglis Blske, Sam tmveled extensively

mela Stewart Strasburger of
Houston; her grandchildren
Samanthe Jane Strashurger
and John Blake Strasburger,
Ir.; and nimerous nephews
and nieces. Joan isalsa
survived by Don's son Miles

Purdom; daughter-in-low
Lor] Purdom; grandchil-
dren Kay Lynn Purdom,

Trei Brundrett and his wife
Danielle, Caitlin Carlson, and
Christian Carlson; and five
great grandchildren.

[n licu of Mtowers, the
family requests that any
donations be made in Joan's
memory to The Assistanee
League of Montgomery
County (Teans), the First
Preshyterian Church Conroe
(Texas), or the charity of your
choice.

ACcleb of Life Ser-

vice will be held on Thursday
November 21, 2019 at 2PM,
ut the Flrst Presbyterian
Church, 2727 N Loop 836
W, Conroe, Texas with an
interment to follow at Conroe
Memorial Park, 1600 Parter
Rd., Conroe, Texas 773901,

Metcall Funeral Directors

Finwrah & Crematiooy

1601 E Wl €k oo
Ciwie
(936) 756-3811

she grduated from West during those years, including
Orange High School In 1943 frequent trips to Flong Kong
and attended the Katharine  and Hawnll - they were in
Glbbs Schoot In New Yorkin  Honolulu the day Hawail be-
the days when the students coma the 50th state. In 1964,
wore long white gloves, hats,  while living in Pakistan, Joan
pearls and hecls. Meticulous  had her first and onlychild, 3 . =
with numbers, extremely John Blake Strasburng; jt hosted p g
organized, and poised, she When the family retumed to  8rtists in her hame when they
became the assistant to the United States, they lived  Uraveled to Conroe for music
the Advertising Manager in Maryland, Now Jersey, and  competitions.
of Ficldcrest Mills in New New York, before setiling in _Joan found joy In the
York. She married Samuel Texas. simple pleasures of life —
M. Strasburger, Jr. in 1949 After being widowed working crossword puzzles,
after a two-year engagement  for 18 years, Joan married singing, playing the plano,
during which Sam worked Don Purdom, himsclf ~ reading, worklng in the
in Chino. Joan'sand Sam's a recent widower, In 1986. gacden, and visiting family
mothers had been childhood  They enjoyed 15 years to- and friends, especinlly during
friends; thelr grandfuthers  gether traveling, cooking, and  her many trips to Chatham,
served on the Spring Valley,  spending time with friends ~ Massachusetts. She had
New York Schaol Board and family. atrue gift for perspective
together. Joan first met Sam Joan was active In the and lived life always fecling
when they were children, but  Conroe community through-  blessed, She was always
did not see him sgaln until he  out the years she lived in © t, ploasant, and never
was a student gt Johns Hop-  Texas. Shewas a member of ntal. She had many
Klns University and about the First Presbyterian Church  very dear friends wha looked
toleave for milltary service  in Conroc forover 40years  After ber always, and she was
In North Africaand Europe  and held various leadérship  proud that she lived indepen-
during World War 11 positions, She was nsoprano  dently in her homa until after
Joan and Sam led an who sang in the church choir  her 93rd birthday.
exciting life of travel and every week until fust recently,  Joan wus p by
adventure during Sam’s Over the years sheserved in”  her parents; her sister Mar-
carcer with Standard Ollof ~ many leadership positions garet ("Pegyy”) Blake Storer
New Jersey, later Standard m&mlm‘q:: IP::uienu :lt}“; hushand Alfred C. Storer
Vacuum, Esso Eastern, and tearldﬁ}:a ¥
Exxon, They lived in Ceylon,  including The her h:xsband Samucl M.
Vietnum, England, Pakist of Monty ry St Jr.; Sam's sister
and Japan, Joan held a County, The Montg Jane Dorman
Vietnam driver’s license, County Performing Aris and husband Douglas V.
having taken the cxamination  Soclety, the Pan American Darman of Lutherville,
in French, Joan wusalways  Round Table, the Daughters  Maryland: her husband
involved in local chariticsand  of the Ametican Revolution,  Robert Don Purdom and
was  froquent and expert and the Welcome Wagon. Dan's children Rab Purdom
‘hostess, ining bust Joan was recognized as the a‘ndhsal‘urdom. She is sur-
collcagties, local leaders,and ~ Montgomiery County Woman  ¥ived by her son Jobn Blake
vistting dignitaries includ- of the Year in 1977, She Strasburger, Sr. and wife Pa-
JOHN (IACK)'WIlI.IIM ELAINE LEVY PROLER
MOHR 1930-2019
1967-2019
John (Jack) William Mohr,
age 52, of Midland, died on
Thursday, November :;.n sz?lg
In Spring, TX as a vict
violent crime. Funeral service “tl ::n‘;iu!gﬁ: spf;ﬁ:: ;hfal

will be held on Thursday,

A Lm s Anass i siAA

our mother Elaine L. Proler

‘WeWork occupies 254,000 square feet of office

space In three H

Courtesy Colvill Office Properties

the

56,000 it leases at Galleria Office Tower I.

From page Ba

glomerate that is WeWork's
largest outside shareholder,
last month announced a
plan to bail out the compa-
ny and is now trying to sta-
bilize the business. But it is
ot clear how far the plan,
which rests on selling bil-
lions of dollars of new We-
Work bonds to Investors,
has . The prices
of the company's existing
bonds have tumbled in re-
cent days, a sign that inves-
tors are worried about its

prospects.

WeWork last week re-
ported that it lost $1.25 bil-
lion In the three months
that ended in September,
more than twice as much as
the company had lost In the

Times. WeWork has as-
sured employees that every
member of its cleaning and
facllides teams will keep
thelr jobs and receive the
same level of pay and com-
parable benefits. But em-
playees who choose not to
transfer will lose their jobs
and receive no severance,
according to a docurnent
provided to employees that
was reviewed by the Times.

The changes have un-
nerved many employees,
according to Interviews
with workers and Slack
messages reviewed by the
Times, strring fears that
some staff members will
eventually lose benefits or
be forced to work dlifferent
schedules.

In the Slack messages,
one WeWork facilities staff
membe}' sald that hearing



ISUVULIIUUT 21, 3UIY 4L LUy
M at The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints,
4805 Gatoway 5tin Midiand,
TX. Burial will be held Ina
family plot in Modoc County,
Callfornia.

Jack was born on March
27. 1967 to parents Hans and
Annette Mohr in Stanford,
Caltfornia. In high school, he
was a dedicated student, ath-
lete and musician participat-
Ing In football, track and field,
and choir. Jackattended

ATk

Jack served the community
through his efforts with the
Bay Scouts of America and
his leadership In church call-
ings. He was a kind, honesty
mﬁ who was quick to forgive
and loved the Permian Basin,
Jack will be remembered by
his gentle v;'ll'm :-.d and flarce
to wile .
1le is sumvived hy?ll’:?ife,
Marianne Mohr of Midland,
Aeveir: tebvn Waldron

Brigham Young Unl

where he ubll.irrcd abach-
elors And master’s degrees

In Mechanieal Engineering.
While at school, Jack was an
All-American track and fleld
athlete, as lwmpcﬁbr in the
hammer, dla:us.

and husband Conner, son

A Mohr, son Kent Mohr
and Colleen Mohr,
parents Hans and Annctte
Mohr, brother Karl Mohr
and wife Bronda, sister Gall
Rouse and husband Hownrd
and nieces and

Heservedasa
the Finland Helsinki Mlsshn

for the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints, Follow-

nephews.
Pallbearers will be Kyle

after a vallant fight with glio-
blastoma.

l':lllm: issur\'iu'd hy her d
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ing his marringe to Marlanne  Mohr, Timothy Mokr, Paul
Matis In 1991, Jack attended  Mohr, Sam Rouse, Tim Matls
‘[bmA.!:MUnlmslwwd and Conner Waldron.
obtained s doctoral
in Mechanical Engineering. In lieu of flowers, the
Afer graduation, Jack l:egall family memorials
his carcer with ExxonM be donated to Latter-Day
in Houston, Texas. W‘hde Saint Charitles
with ExxonMobil, Jack's Aid Fund and Boy Scouts of
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Australia working with Esso
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same period a year eariier.
A corporate presentation
provided to investors re-
vealed that WeWork
opened nearly half of its lo-
cations In the 12 months
that ended in September,
Mary of these locations are
losing money and are ikely
to be depleting WeWork’s
cash, which stood at $2 bil-
‘l::_l at the end of Septem-

Iieumann, whoagreedto
cede control aver WeWork

consulting fee for four years
and can sell nearly $1 billion
of his shares in the compa-
ny to SoftBank. The soft
landing for Neumann deep-
ened anger among employ-
ees as the layoffs loomed.
During the recent tumult
at the company, employees
formed a group, the We-
Workers Coalltion, that,
among other things, Is

e
CEMETERY LOTS

S EL AN
e sy

Memory Keeps Loved Ones
Ever near us'

ployl:lf that it considerseq-

Starting Dec. 9, cleaning
and faciliies Jobs at We-
Work will be outsourced to
JLL, a real estate services
company, or ofie of Its part-
ners, according to an ematl
sent to affected staff mem-
bers last week that was re-
viewed by the New York

about the outsourcing was
like belng informed of a
death in the family. Another
employee sald the decision
showed that management
was umconcerned about the

making
what would save the com-
pany the most money.

It was unclear how the
caompary's Houston opera-
tions would be affected.

WeWork occuples
254,000 square feet of of-
fice space tn threelocal sub-
markets. It has leased
56,000 square feet at 2700
Post Oak Blvd., also known
as Gallerla Tower I; 52,000
square feet at 725 Hughes
LandingBlvd. in The Wood-
lands; and 86,000 square
feet in downtown'’s Jones
Bullding at 708 Main. The
company’s latest lease was
for 56,000 square feet In
downtown’s 609 Main,
which is owned by Hines.

The company Is not the
dominant -flexible office

in Houston.

700,000 square feet across
the area, according to a re-
cent report from CBRE. But
In tefms of transaction size,
WeWork hasleased the larg-
est blocks of space here in
the last couple years among
fexible and cowarking pro-
viders.

Staff writer Nancy Sarnoff
contributed.
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Plan would offer coral protection in the Gulf

By Patrick Whittle

ASSOCIATED PRESS

A plan to protect corals in the
Gulf of Mexico s close to becom-

that leaving the corals alone
would help vulnerable ocean eco-
systems grow.

The plan would aeate 2 pro-
tected areas off the coasts of Tex-
as, Louislana, Alabama, Misslssip-
p! and Florida. Thirteen of the
areas would carty new comimer-
clal Ashing restrictions, and that
has attracted the attention of fish-
Ing groups, who want the govern-
ment to take a cautious approach.

Pew Charitable Trusts has char-
acterized the plan as a way to pro-
tect nearly 500 square miles of
slow-growing coral “hot spots™
and 15 championing the protec-
tion plan as a way to spare vulner-
able corals from fishing gear. The

proposal would prohibit gear such
as bottom trawls and dredges that
can disrupt the corals.

Sandra Brooke, an oceanogra-
pher and coral ecology expert at

Florida State University’s Coastal
and Marine Laboratory, sald it's
important to spare the corals be-
cause of thelr importance to the
marine environment and because
they can have value for the devel-
opment of new medicines.

*If we continue squandering,
we are going to end up in a really
bad place, because we can't repll-
cate what nature can do,” Brooke

said.

The Natlonal Oceanic and At-
mospheric Adminiscration’s Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service is

taking comments about the pro-
posal untll Nov, 25. The Gulfl of
Mexico Fishery Management
proved 'l.;e lan ﬁpmel ;p;

P year, bu
NOAA must still provide final ap-
proval.

NOAA Fisheries said in a state-
ment that most of the areas slated
to be protected are “extremely
deep and (where) fishing activity
is sparse.” However, harvesters of
valuable species such as grouper
and snapper said they do fish in
the areas.

Greg Abrams, owner of Greg

Countdown to

A yellow mouth grouper hangs out above a coral reef at Flower
Garden Banks south of Galveston. A plan close to becoming law
would protect a1 “slow-growing” coral sites in the Guif,

Abrams Seafood in Panama City,
Fla., sald his company also har-
vests golden tilefish in some of the
areas slated for closure. He sald
the change could represent a
hardship.

“Each time you close the bot-

tom or close the area, you put all

long as It’s done in a way that al-
lows fishing groups to stay in busl-
ness.

“I'm the guy who has watched,
in his lifetime, different fisheries
get ished down prettyhard, and i
it weren’t for regulations, we
would not survive,” he sald.

NQAA Fisheries has touted the
proposal as a way to protect the
corals while also sparing fish habi-
Lat from he effects of commercial
fishing. The agency has said this
will ultimately support sustain-
able fisheries bmuse it will im-
prove the guality of ocean habitat
where fish live, spawn and grow.

The corals provide shelter,
breeding and feeding habitat for
species that fishermen will ult-
mately rely upon for their catch,
sald Holly Binns, project director
with Pew's Congerving Marine
Life effort.

“We wanl to protect these cor-

the pressure on another area,” als because they are a habitat for
Abrams said. these creatures that commercial
Another fisherman, David fishermenwhoare them

Krebs, president of Ariel Sea-
foods, based in Destin, Fla., sald
protecting the corals is wise as

need,” Blnns sald. “It's Incredibly

impom.nltlmwempmlrcﬂng
them before they get damaged.”
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every window'

It’s like getting FREE windows and
patio doors for TWO YEARSI
Replace your windows and patio
doors this holiday season, and you'll
pay nothing until November 2021. tt's
a gift to yourself that won't put a dent
in your wallet this time of year.

every patio door’

Inferiorvinyl windows can cost you
mote in the long run.

Choose a poor-quality vinyl window and

you'll be searching for another Black
Friday window sale in a few years| Take
advantage of this sale on our Flbrex®

windows, and you'll be set for decadesl’

$OOO%

Down

Payments Interest

FOR 2 YEARS'

We make the holiday season
less stressful.

We take care of all four phases
of the project. We sell, build,
install and warrant all of our
windows and patio doors—
eliminating the middle man.

There are limited appointments available Call for your FREE Window and Patio Door Diagnosis
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Ex-envoy claims Trump intimidation

She tells panel Giuliani, corrupt Ukraine prosecutor worked to oust her

By Sheryl Gay Stolberg

NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON ~ The former

, devastated
that he vilified her ina call withan-
ather forelgn leader, as Trump at-
tacked her in real ime on Twitter,

drawing a stern wamning about wit-
ness Intimidation from Demo-

crats.

The extraordinary back-and-
forth unfolded on the second day
of public Impeachment hearings
as Marie Yovanovitch, who was
ousted as the envoy to Ukraine on

Trump afly Stone is found guilty,
Jaces prison sentence. Page AT

Trump’s orders, detailed a cam-

hylhepruldua"salllesto

her as he pushed to

promote democracy and the rule
of law.

In deeply personal terms, Yova-

novitch described to the House In-

Commitiee how Rudy

, Trump's personal lawyer,

worked hand In hand with a cor-

mpt Ulrainian pmsecuﬂor to cir-
offidal ch

modern U.S. history. It capped the
first week of public hearings as
Democratsseek to make thelr case
that Trump abused his power to
enlist Ukralne’s help in discredit-
ing his polltical rivals, chlefly for-
mer Vice President joe Bidem.
House Speaker Nancy Pelos! this
week called it “bribery,” echolng
the language in the Constitution
that describes impeachable of-
fenses.
Yovanovitch’s public testimony,
which played out over more than
five hours in a packed and hushed
House Ways and Means Comumit-
was an indictment of for-

s, smear

her and push her out of her job.
Her testimony came amid only
the third impeachment Inquiry In

eign policy in the Trump era, out-
lining the potential harm to U.S. di-
Enmoy continues on Ar3

Evan Voeel 7 Associated Press and Andmw Hamt / Bloomberg
ttacked former Amb dor Marie

Yovunwilch on Twitter in real time as she testified in the inquiry.

Quackdown on ducks
divides Pearland

Dhob. s umu/smf pholographar

A duck takes flight to avoid being hit while crosging Northfork Drive in Pearfand on Wednesday. In pockets of the
city, a long-simmering battle has built over the number of Muscovy docks waddling through neighborhoods.

By Emily Foxhall
and Rebecca Hennes
STAFF WRITERS

PEARLAND - Ericka Pulido Le-
muz slowed her GMC truck while

City tells rankled residents
how to lawfully get rid of
bird, but others cry fowl

trash bags left curbside for pickup.
One nested this week In a potted
plant at Iguanas Ranas Cantina.

gh people th d to
take matters into their own hands
that the clty of Pearland on Nov. |

Inmate
granted

a stay of
execution

Court decision follows
rare bipartisan outcry
on behalf of prisoner

By Taylor Goldenstein
AUSTIN BUREAU

The death penalty case of Rod-
ney Reed took a turm in his favor
Friday as the Texas Court of Crim-
tnal Appeals stayed his execution
and sent the case back to the trial
court for further review.

The Skyear-old Reed was previ-
ously set for lethal Injection Wed-
nesday evening for the 1996 kill-
ing of 19-year-old Stacey Stites.

More executions have taken
place In Texas than any other
state In recent years — and yet
Reed's case has captured the at-
tention of celebrities and politi-
clans fram hath sides of the alsle,

Reality TV star Kim Kardashian
visited him Friday for two hours
on death row.

But what Is it about this case
that's caused not just big-name
celebrites including Beyoncé and
Oprah but also conservatives
such as Texas Sen. Ted Cruz to ask
that officlals take more time tore-
view ir?

And not just that — bipartisan
groups of! statela_w‘vmakershave al-



rushing her daughter to school
Tuesday and gasped. She had seen
what she thought were two ducks
crossing West Oaks Circle East — a
commeon occurrence In this neigh-
borhood. Nearing the animals, the
38-yearold realized they were
dead

Aguin? she thought. Her 8-year-
old daughter, Emma, started to cry.

In pockets of Pearland, a long-
simmering war has bullt over the
white and dark-emerald Muscovy
ducks that make homes In resi-
dents’ flower beds. They poop on
porches. They litter feathers on
mowed lawns. They tear open

Martha Larson sald she faces a daily 8200
fine If she Ieaves out food for the ducks.

issued a news release telilng resi-
dents how lawfully to get rid of the
poultry plagulng them. The mes-
saging spun so out of contro) that
some thought, wrongly, that resi-
dents could gun ducks down In
neighborhoods.

The duck-haters, as it were, were
fed up. They were tired of picking
up packages inadvertently deposit-
ed on duck feces. Tired of hosing
off excrement-covered mailboxes.
Tired of waiting for the bigger
birds, males too fat to fly, to waddle
from the driveway so they can back
out.

Ducks continues on Arq

Shale sector is shrinking for its own survival

Industry's restraint
means layoffs now,
viability in long term
By Jordan Blum

STAFF WRITER

The U.S. shale Industry is 6-
nally leamning to live within its fi-
nanclal means, shrinking to sur-
vive amid an envi of de-

all things oll and gas,

‘The third quarter’s wave of
earnings showed that compa-
nles are staying within budgets
and planning to slice spending
levels substandally more next
year. Shale oil and gas produc-
tion continues to rise — but at

slower rates — I
ling activity, as measured by the
Baker Hughes rig count, has
plunged by 25 percent over a

pressed crude prices and Wall
Street animosity toward nearly

year.
This newfound restraint by an

energy sector known for over-
spending may lead to better
long-term viability, but in the
shorter term, It will mean weak-
er economic in Texas
and more layoffs throughout the
industry - from the Houston
skyscrapers to West Texas oll
fields, tna rarity for analysts and
Investors, energy executives
were quizzed more about thelr
rlans to pay down heavy debt
oads than the quality of their ofl
and gas acreage.

The answers suggested more
cutbacks in costs, projects and
workers. Already, the retreat In
spending by oll and gas compa-
nles has cost Texas some 6,000
energy Jobs since May, accord-
ing 10 government statistics.

“The shale industry Is clearly
golng through a reset,” sald
James West, an energy analyst
with Evercore ISl in New York.
“It's ugly out there.”

The Houston company Occi-

Sbale continues on Ary

so urged Republican Gov. Greg
Abbott to grant Reed a reprieve.
The Polk County Republican Par-
ty earlier this month passed a res-
olution In support of clemency.

This type of widespread bipar-
t cry Isunpreced d, ex-
pexts sald.

“When you see conservative
supporters of capital punishment
seeldng to intervene, that’s realty
wusual,” sald Robert Dunham,
executive director of the Death
Penalty Information Center.
*“That almost never happens.”

Reed was convicted of raping
and strangling Stites while she
made her way to work at a super-
market In Bastrop, a rural com-
munity about 30 miles southeast
of Austin.

Reed continues on A13

Austin American-Statesman fila phato

Rodoey Reed was s
for lethal injection Wednesday
oatil an appeals court stayed
his execution on Friday.
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DUCKS

From page A1

Dead ducks are a frequent
sight In the neighborhood, Le-
muz said. Residents say drivers
Intentionally mow down duck-
lings. Someone else, yet to be
caught, has allegedly been exter-
minating ducks under cover of
dark with what might be a bow
and arrows, the same crime that
occurred two years ago.

What began as a fun neighbor-
hood quirk is, somehow, a great
big 2019 Issue — reminiscent of
battles over feral cats, or, as Jason
Korfhage, 41, went as far as to say,
immigration. Some people want
to care for the ducks here; oth-
ers, clearly, want to keep them
out. Many can't figure out why
It's such a problem.

*These people have nothing
better to do,” sald Rachel Hen-
sley, 37, in front of her brick
home, exasperated by how sub-
urban adults were behaving.
“They're just ducks.”

Not giving up easy are the
duck-lovers who have long taken
care of these not-quite pets, such
as the resldent who put a kiddie
pool out for them to swim in; the
woman who bought 100 pounds
of bird feed every other week for
them to eat; and the neighbor
who named a duckling “Danger”
and was seen taking It for walks.

They staunchly defend their
red-faced, web-footed friends,
covering thelr eggs to protect
them, welcoming them when
they get home, opening the gar-
age when weather gets bad.
Some moved here because of the
fowl — they're incensed at belng
told to stop caring for anlmals
they adore.

The division, evident in heat-
ed Facebook spats, can be seen
house to house, most clearly In
the plastic orange netting divid-
ing two lots. On one side, ducks
were deflantly fed. On the other,
they're unabashedly unwel-
come. Recently, dead ducks were
mysterjously left there — wit-

Phalos by

/ Staff pholog:

Residents say drivers intentlonally mow down ducklings. According to Pearland officials, the ducks can be taken to three border
counties where they're considered natural or they can be killed in a way that complies with weapons and animal cruelty laws.

the National Wildlife Federation.
Sometimes they escape or are let
loose and find unintended
homes near man-made ponds
and grassy areas such as those in
the suburbs.

According to the city, the
ducks can be captured on per-
sonal property and taken to
three border countles where
they're considered natural — Hi-
dalgo, Starr and Zapata. Or they
can be killed in some way — un-
specified by the city — that com-
plies with weapons and animal
cruelty Laws.

Animal control employees will
plck up the dead ducks but won't
catch and remove them alive. In-

fad,

A

y duck as an invasive

Aaoto 1 rule

nessed by el ¥
on their way to school.

This ldlling methodology
struck 36-year-old Shaun Drever
as “a little much.”

Pearland, home to about
20,000 people and hundreds of
ducks, Is not alone in facing this,
shall we say, quackmire. A feder-
al rule published in 2010 catego-
rizes the Muscovy duck, or Cairl-
na moschata, as an invaslve spe-
cles that can harm native ani-
mals, damage property and
transmit disease. The rule, in
spite of a city law protecting
birds, allows for their removal.

Muscovy ducks are domest-
cated worldwide, sald John Kan-
ter, senior wildlife blologlist with

ingly, they’re ing peo-
ple such as Martha Larson, 78, to
stop feeding the ducks or face
what she sald was a daily $200
fine. (It can go up to $2,000.) So
far, the city says those warned
have complied.

The confrontation had Lar-
son, who grew up on a Kentucky
farm, “swelled up like a frog”
She almost wanted them to lock
her up, she said, and then they'd
all be on TV, Were they going to
make her stop feeding humming-
birds next? “I never thought I'd
live to see this day,” she said.

‘What was a delight to Larson
became unpleasant to others. Sa-
rah Riffel, 26, who grew up near
Larson on Dogwood, aka “Duck-

izes the }
that can harm native animals and damage property.

“At the end of the day, do you want to be enemies
with your neighbors over duchs?”

Kimberly Rathbun

wood,” named the original ducks
she found Wallis Simpson, Rich-
ard Nixon and Sirius Black. She
enlisted the whole phonetic al-
phabet — Alpha, Bravo, Charlie —
naming the next 26.

Nelghbors later saw coyotes,
Two hawks moved intoher chim-
ney, eating ducklings. Her Dachs-
hund named Bentley discovered

one that a hawk dropped, and
she had to get a shovel from the
garage to bury IL. On Aug. 5, she
counted 47 ducks in front of her
house. Enough was enough.

“We don’t want them here
anymore,” she satd. “It’s time to
get rid of the ducks.”

In recent weeks, the duck pop-

to Craig Batcheller’s great relief.
His B-year-old grandson has a
condition that weakens his im-
mune system. At 2, he got salmo-
nella after playing in the fromt
yard barefoot.

Batcheller, 60, has fought to
see the ducks gone. “He got sick
here,” Batcheller sald, “What If It
was your child who was sick?”

Homeowners associations for
two affected nelghborhoods —
Westwood Village and West Oaks
- declined to comment. The city
fields duck calls from Lakes of
Highland Glen as well.

A fourth nelghborhood, Cabot

Cove, apparently got rid of many
because calls from there largely
stopped.
“At the end of the day, do you
want to be enemies with your
neighbors over ducks?” posed
Kimberly Rathbun, whose hus-
band Is president of the West
Oaks HOA. She asked her mail
carrier to stop leeding them, she
sald, but didn't want to ruffle
feathers.

On a cold Wednesday, four
ducks loltered near Batcheller’s
house. One preened its belly. A
second puttered around the
curb. A third sat, Alllooked obliv-
ious to the drama in the neigh-
borhood.

emily foxhall@chron.com
rebecca.h

ulation may have thinned. This Is

hron.com

SHALE

From page At

dental Petroleum, the top pro-
ducer in West Texas' Permian Ba-
sin oll field, plans to cut Its 2020
capital spending by a whopping
40 percent from the combined
209 spending of Oxy and Ana-
darko Petroleum, which Oxy re-
cently acquj{ed In a deal that

Denver-based Centennial Re-
source Development, belleves
that forecast is optimistic. He esti-
mates that production will grow
by only 400,000 barrels a day
next year, in part because the
best shale acreage is petting
drained of oll and leaving less
bountiful regions to be drilled.
Scott Sheflleld, the CEO of
Permian producer Pioneer Natu-
ral Resources, largely agrees. He



boosted Its debt to $40 bitllon.
Occidental is also offering buy-
outs to an undlisclosed number of
employees as It seeks to consoll-
date operations and squeeze sav-
Ings from the merger.

Another of the Permian’s big-
gest players, Midland’s Concho
Resources, sald It has “course-
corrected” after It drilled wells
too closely together, resulting In
poor production and undermin-
ing the company’s reputation as
an efficient Permlan-centric pro-
ducer. Now, Concho Is spadng its
wells farther apart and drilling
fewer of them.

Houston's Apache Corp.,
meanwhlle, sald it plans to cut its
2020 spending by up to 20 per-
cent while also completing a cen-
tralizing and Job-cutting plan —
likely eliminating more regional
and midlevel leadership roles to
save another $1SO milllon per

year.

“Investors are frustrated with
excesslve capltal investment by
U.S. producers,” said Apache
Chief Executive John Christmann
In his earnings call. “For these
and other reasons, the broad en-
ergy sector is out of favor and
there is very little investor inter-
est In publicly traded E&P com-

panles.”

Creating ‘a lot of distress’

The pullback in caplital spend-
Ing, however, hasn't yet won -
vestors back. The S&P5001sup 3
percent in the past 12 months,
while its Index tracking oll and
gas producers has plunged 37
percent.

also cited the strained tinances ot
many companies that can't afford
to Increase drilling activity.

“The Permlan is golng to slow
down significantly over the next
several years,” Sheffleld said. 1
don't think OPEC has to worry
that much more about U.S. shale
growth long term.”

And yet the Permlan, which ac-
counts for more than one-third of
the nation’s oll output, is better
off than other U,S. shale basins,
such as the Eagle Ford in South
Texas and the Bakken in North
Dakota. A prominent Bakken
player, Whiting Petroleum, for in-
stance, has seen its stock value
fall more than 80 percent since
last fall

pley 7 Stat

Caleb Adalr, a floorhand from Booneville, Ark., works on a drilling rig near Malaga, N.M. The
U.S, shale industry is shrinking to survive amid an environmenl of depressed crude prices.

Compariles need to prove that
therecent restraint In spendingis
a permanent shift in the way they
dobusiness, not jmtanothe;'pan
of the up-and-down cycle of the
ofl and gas sector, sald Man Por-
dlio, managing director of explo-
ration and production research
at Tudor, Pickering, Holt & Co.,a
Houston [nvestment bank.

“It's actually creating some op-
timism that we'll have a slow-
down and a healthler sector in
the longer term,” Portillo sald.
“But, In the short term, It's golng
to create a Jot of distress.”

Shale producers have sliced
their budgets by about 8 percent
this year and should cut IS per-
centor so more nextyear, Portlllo
sald. Part of those reductions is

due to eficlency galns achleved
through automation, better sels-
mic imaging and langer horizon-
tal wells. Simply put, companies
are producing more oll and gas
with fewer drilling rigs and frack-
ing crews.

Nearly half of the natlon's

king has

ana
gest oll field services companies
such as Houston-based Hallibur-
ton,which dominates the North
American frac market, are
pulling back. Halll n recent-
ly axed 650 Jobs as it sald 1t would
reduce its spending by $300 mll-
llon a year.

Even the nation’s biggest ener-

Ey company, Exxon Mobll, is cut-
ting back. Exxon, whose 55 dri}-
ling rigs in the Permlan Basin are
more than double those of the
next most active driller, has re-
duced the number of fracking
crews It planned to deploy In the
basin to 10 from 16.

Slowing oil output
U.S. oll production this year
peaked at a record 2.6 million
barrels per day, but the growth in
output s flattening. The federal
government has revised its 2020
growth to below | million barrels
2 day compared with a record 1.6
million barrels added in 2018.

For some p it maybe
too late. Shale pioneer Chesa-
peake Energy, of Oklahoma, re-
cently admitted in a regulatory
filing that Its future as a going
concern ks In question as It strug-
gles with a large debt load, loom-
ing payment due dates and its
stock trading below $1 per share.
The company, analysts sald, may
have waited too long to shift its fo-
cus from cheap natural gas to
more valuable crude, a costly de-
lay amplified by Chesapeake’s
untimely acquisiion of Wild-
Horse Resource Development of
Houston last year just as oll prices
were falling.

“Bankruptcles are going to
likely accelerate in 2020,” Portille
sald. “It’s going to drive further
Industry consolldatton.™

Eagle Ford shale p! Mark
Papa, who founded Houston's
EOG Resources and now leads

Jordan.blum@chron.com
twitter.com/Jdblum23
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Oil industry in Texas still trimming jobs

Sector lost 2,000 last month as economy
slows globally; state remains strong overall

By Erin Douglas

STAFF WRITEN

Texas energy companies are
cutting their worlforces amid

sluggish growth In the sector, ac-
cording to Jobs data from the Tex-

as Workforce Commission re-
leased Friday.

Texas' mining and logging sec-
tor, which is dominated by the oll
and gas industry, was down
2,000 Jobs in October from Sep-
tember. The sector has shed jobs

through much of the second half

of 2019.

Other indicators point to a
slawdown for Texas oll as well.
The number of active oil and gas
rigs in the U.S. fell by fi this week
as companies continue to pull
rigs from operation because of a
slowing global economy that has
demand

pressured energy and
kept oll prices in aslump — for the

Inside
» Buffett’s company buys additional
siake in Occidental, B4

pulled their money out.

The state’s overall economy,
however, remains healthy. Texas’
Jobless rate helfl nﬂy in Octo-

most part, sitting between §50
and $60 per barrel, At the same
time, as producers’ profits have
suffered, investors have lost pa-
tience with the shale Industry,
known for overspending, and

beratal ! of3.4p

state added about 257,000 jobs,
an increase of 2.4 percent.

“October labor market data Is

Economy continues on B7

Richard Drew / Assoclated 'PESS

DOW HITS 28K

w Wall Street closes out the week on
a bigh as the Dow, S&P 500 and
Nasdag all set records. Page

New CFO,
less debt
for Swiss
oil group

By L.M. Sixel
STAFF WRITER

Weathecford International said it
lsmphgrggsdtf&?ndﬂomw

to emerge from bankruptcy.

, a Swiss compamy
that has its principal offices in Hous-
ton, said Christoph Bausch stepped

app Weatl

Jjoined

in Eavor of the plan during a Septem

bber bankrupecy hearing.
Weatherford

ﬂnrx_gfor_(:.mpterllbmhqncypm

By Benjamin Romano
SEATTLE TIMES
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Experts speculate on how
commerce giant will enter ring
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John Carl D’Annbbale /7 Alnarry Times Union

Some experts point to Aldi as a potential model as Amazon prepares to set up a new grocery store chain.

ing ready for
Amazon grocery

Outside, deltvery drivers
walil to ferry grocery orders
to nearby homes, while
other customers driveup to
collect thelr shopping.

That’s one industry spe-
clalist's vislon for Amazon’s
possible approach. It’s an
Idea already under devel-



Into the biggest category ot
retail spending.

Picture a grocery store
with a minlature version of
a highly automated fulfill-
ment center on an upper
floor. Robots whiz betwean
tall, narrow shelves, ptuck-
ing canned goods and box-
es of cereal ordered by cus-
tomers shopping online or
in the wide aisles of the
fresh market on the floor
below.

opment by Boston-based
Alert Innovation — which
has a crudal plece of it, the
robots, In use at a Walmart
store.

Or perhaps Amazon's
new grocery chain willlock
more like that of German
discount grocer Lidl, which
takes a no-frills approach,
providing low prices and

)/ of dis-

Alert bots that te the selection of
canned and boxed goods could be a biueprint for Amazon,

g a
counted general merchan-
Grocery continues on By

Elliman lauds Houston’s
luxury condo market

By Nancy Sarnoff

STAFF WRITER

The top brass from luxury
real estate brokerage Douglas
Eliman gushed over Houston's
burgeoning high-rise condo-
minlum market this week, high-
lighting Texas as a destination
for the country's wealthlest in-
dividuals.

“I wish I was as bullish on
New York and L.A. as [ am on
Florida and Texas” Howard
Lorber, executive chalrman of
New Yorkbased Douglas Ell-
man, said at an event celebrat-
ing the company’s entrance into
the Houston market. “People
are migrating from high-tax
states to low-tax or no-tax
states.”

Individuals from the East

Coast, he sald, are heading to
Florlda, while those on the West
Coast are moving to Texas.

“That's why we’re here,” Lor-
ber said Wednesday night at the
posh Post Oak Hotel near the
Galleria,

Elliman in August announced
it had formed a jolnt venture
with Houston-based Sudhoff
Cos., which speclalizes In sell-
ing new condomlniums in some
of Houston’s most affluent
neighborhoods, Sudhoff,
formed In Houston in 2010, 1s
now operating under the EHi-
man umbrella.

Executives dropped In for the
Houston event — some for less
than 24 hours - which also in-
cluded a summary of the Wealth

Luslle Flam Johnsan 7 Contributor

Paddy Dring, global head of
prime sales at Knight Frank,

Report, an annual publ

gives remarks during

Elliman continues on By

a panel at the Post Oak Hotel.

Group finds a loophole
in real estate pocket rule

By Nancy Sarnoff
and R.A. Schuetz
STAFF WRITERS

This week’s decision by the
Nattonal Association of Realtors
to limit so-called pocket listings
— the practice of privately shop-
ping propertes without putting
them on a centralized listing ser-
vice — has a major loophole that
will limit its benefits to the pub-

allowing a particular listing to be
marketed as a pocket listing.

Even for properties clearly
covered by the ban, questions
remalin.

“Who and how is it golng tobe
enforced?” asked local broker
Chance Brown of CB&A, Real-
tors. Local Multiple Listing Ser-
vices, such as the Houston Asso-
ciation of Realtors, will have un-
ti! March 1 to decide how to im-

lic, a Wask [ the new policy.
group said. “Allowing agents to privately
The Consumer Federation of market newhome lstings to oth-

America said agents are stll al-
lowed to market new listings
within their own firm before put-
ting them on a local Multiple
Listing Service through what are
called "office exclusives.” Agents
will also have a smaller loop-
hole: they can request walvers

er individual agents does not
serve the interests of elther the
seller or buyer,” Stephen Bro-
beck, a senlor fellow at the Con-
sumer Federation and author of
an analysls on pocket listings,
sald In a statement. “Sellers may

ealtors continuezon By
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dise that gives customers a
reason to come back regu-
larly In search of deals,

The company on Mon-
day confirmed its first
standalone grocery store
will open next year in sub-
urban Los Angeles. Earlier
reports suggest the compa-
ny has signed leases for
more than a other
stores, and many industry
watchers expect the com-
pany to open perhaps a
thousand stores across the
country in the coming de-
cade. Amazon's own job
listings seek people to lead
large-scale programs to
support stores offering a
“unique customer experi-
ence.”

But just what that experi-
ence will be, Amazon isn't
saying. A companty spokes-
person said the new gro-
cery store will have a con-
ventional checkout exper-
ence, and is neither a ver-
sion of the natural and
organic Whole Foods chain
nor an Amazon Go, the con-
venlence stores that use
sensor technaology to rack
customer purchases so they

don't have to walt in line to

John Lert, co-founder
and CEO of Alert Innova-
tion, sald his company's
“Novastore® concept,
which it’s develtt:plng Inde-

t of robotics
mwmhldﬂl Walmart, would
revolutionize the grocery
buslness, letting customers

on their grocery Uist and ful-
fill onlirie orders.

Acrucial plece of the sys-
tem Is the company's Al-

shelves in the store’s micro
fulfillment center. Walmart
began using these robots
earlier this year in its own
micro fulfillment center for
online orders added to the
side of a store in Salem,
N.H. The bigbox retall glant
is using other robatic sys-
tems for cleaning floors and

and other competitors in
mass-market grocery are
putting together other plec-
es of a multi-channel gro-

ECONOMY

From page iy

great news for Texas work-
ers,” said Julian Alvarez,
the TWC commissioner re-
presenting labor. “Thelr
skdlls continue to be in high
demand.”

8,000 jobs added here
In the Houston region,
employers added 8,000
jobs from September, ac-
cording to the TWC. Over
the year, the local economy
has added 80,600 jobs, a
growth of 2.6 percent.
The local unemploy-
ment rate was 3.5 percent.
The energy slowdown
hasn’t appeared to have
reached the office towers
of Houston yet. Employ-
ment in oil and gas extrac-
tion grew by 2,800 jobs, or
about § percent, over the
year. But some experts are
skeptical that the pace will
stay positive much longer.
“Thejobs in the Permian
are golng to go first, but at
some point that's going to

temper hiring here,” sald
Parker Harvey, an econo-
mist at Workforce Solu-
tions. “How many addi-
tional lawyers, accoun-
tants and engi do you

Alert lnmvamn /Tibune News Service

|

Alert tion's
“micro fulfillment center.”

cery strategy using existing
stores where employees or
gigeconomy workers go
through plcking up orders
for online customers,

The automation piece is

thousands of stores, but al-
so fast and reliable enough
to gather Items before cus-
tomers finish selecting their
fresh foods in the market
below.

“There's never been an
automation  application
that can touch this In terms
of complexity and chal-

lenge” said Lert, who be-
gan worlking on grocery
store automation in 1994,
He sald his company
could have a working proto-
type of the Nt}\ms(me oon-
cept In two to four
|1:|!"':.'l|11ﬁ:|=l'aeelsit'iﬂ:uu}sod"'ﬂ“'to
do It, i's Amazon, he said,
to Its network of

Kiva Systems, which Ama-
zon acquired in 2012,
“How far they’ve gotten
with solving the automation
problem, | don't know,”
Lert said, adding, “when

they figure It out, they're
going to bulld a lot of
stores.”
Amazon’s existing logls-
tics prowess coupled with
the opportunity to bulld
grocery stores in thils way
from the ground up could
give it a huge potential ad-
vanitage as it vies for a big-
ger share of the trillion-dol-
cal A
This of store au-
tomation would also extend
the company’s fresh foods
supply chain much closer to
the end customer, facilitat-
ing faster grocery delivery.

Lert said he expects the
total cost of developing and
operating an automated,
multi-channel store
to be lower than that of to-
day’s tradltional stores, be-
cause they would require
less land, parking and hu-
man labor, meaning they
could sell groceries for low-
er prices.

But no one expects Ama-
zon to limit iself 1o grocery
sales.

Mike Trafton, a retired
grocery executive from Boi-
se, Idaho, sees another
model for Amazan In Ger-
man discount chain Lidl.
He’s been ltving In Europe
for a year, staying at

Alrbnbs and shopping ex-
clusively at Lidl stores,

“Lidland Aldi” - another
discount European grocery
chaln — “sell huge amounts
of general merchandise, ap-
pliances, clothing, tools,
Just stuff that they on
deals. The customers flock
to their stares daily because
If you don't buy it, it's
gone,” Trafton sald via e
mail.

Amazon, he sald, could
do something similar.
Moreover, the company’s
worldleading inventory
ﬂmwmmmﬂd
help manage out-ofstock

problem
in the grocery business,” he
sald

Amazon's long-rurored
grocery store plans were
confirmed in job postings
for a single Woodland Hills,
Calif., store. In recent
months, the company has
also several other
positions related to lts
launch of “a new Amazon
grocery store.” Language n
the job listings point to Am-
azon’s amblton to create a
large-scale chaln of grocery
stores with a “unique cus-
tomer experience.”

LIFE TRIBUTES

really need (in Houston)
when oll Is in such a tght
range?”

Other sectors stayed on
trend. The local retail sec-
tor continued to decline,
shedding 3,000 jobs since
the same time last year. Re-
taflers have been squeezed
around the nation by on-
line glants such as Amazon,
which are able to slash
product prices and under-
cut traditional brick-and-
mortar companles.

The health and educa-
tional services sector con-
tinued to grow, adding
10,100 Jobs over the year.
Manufacturing added
9,100 jobs and trade, trans-
portation and utilities add-
ed 4,000.

erin.douglas@chron.com
twitter.com/
erinmdouglas23

ELLIMAN

From page

featuring  international
property data, hoary
ding research and
mweahh trends.
Despite a darkening eco-
nomic outlook, the global
population of Individuals
with an net
worth [s expected to In-
crease by 22 percent by
2023, adding 43,000 mare
people to the ranks of
those worth more than $30

early next year.

Tobe sure, Elliman’s for-
ay into Houston an-
other boost to clty’s
luxury real estate market,
particularly in the high-
end condo segment.

“There’s tremendous
opportunity here In Texas
to build more luxury hous-
ing,” Susan De Franca,
president and CEOQ of de-
velopment marketing for
Elliman, said during at the
Wed event. "And
the clientele today has be:
come | mmuch more discern-

Burtch, Michael
Cohen, Jacob

Leeka, Jack

Leissner, John

Liltich, Ralph Jr.

MICHAEL E. BURTCH
1551-2019

1IOUSTON: Michael E.
Burtch age 68 died Friday,
November 8, 2019.

He was formerly employed

November 18 at St. Paul

v el Lutheran Church,
Paulding, Ohio. Burial will
follow in Wiltsie Cemetery,

by Lutheran Christlan Baok Payne, Ohio.
Store in Houston. Visitation will be 2 - 6 PM
He Ls survived by his wife, Sunday, November 17 at Den
Mary A. (Reichenbach): 2 Herder Funeral Home, Pauld-
children: Michael E- (Kora) ing, Ohio,
1. and Jasmin (Nehemish) In lieu of flowers, the family
Nulton; five siblings; and suggests donntlons made to
three grandchiidren. Alzheimer's Assoclation or
He ks preceded indeath by St Paul Evangelical Lutheran
his parents, Karl and Joan Church.
Burtch. Online condolences may be
Funeral services will be sont to www.denherderfh.com
conducted 11 AM Monday,
JACOB MARVIN COHEN
1926-201%
Jarub Marvin Cohen passed
away on November 13th,
two days following his §9rd
birthday. Jacob wis a native
Houstenian and the youngest
son of Meyer and 1da Cohen.
He enlisted in the er-
Ing %;d War 11 and, later,
obtained an undergraduate
degree at The University of
Houston and an O.D. at the
Southern Callege of Optom-  and Gina Fleishman, Jill
etry. He raised a famlly with Flelshman and Robin Korn-
his wife Jennic und enjoyeda  blum, and Bruce Flelshman.
successful optometry practice  1le will also be remembered
in downtown Houston for fondly by his grandehildren

aver 50 years. He was an
active momber of the Masonic
Order, American Oplometric
Association, Texas Opto-
metric Assoclation, Farris
County Opﬂql Soclety, and

and great-grandechildren;
Joshia, Jessica, Oliver and
Edie Bea Grimm, Shawn and
Caryn Machott, Corey Powell,
and Lachary Fleishman.

A private graveside
will precede 8

‘wasapp
rartnn Cobth ta Tha Thene

Wpmarin] Sa and minvan

JOHN LEISSNER
1961-2015

John Leissner passed away
on Sunday, Novernber ed
in Houston, Toxas at the age

John is survive by his par-
ents Carole & Layton Leissner
of New Braunfels, sister Lisa

of 58, John uated from Callahan and hushand David
New Braunfels High School and nephow Zach Callahan,
in 1979 and Baylor University &l of Fredericksburg,

in 1984. At Baylor, he was A gravesite service will be
a Member of Beta Theta Pi held on Monday, Novernber

Fraternity. I1eis a member of

the First Pr Church in

18th at 17:00 am at Comal

New Braunfels.

C y in New

RALPH ALBERT
LILLICH JR.
1940-2019

Halph Albert Lillich Jr., age
78, passed oway on Friday,

was borm to Ralph Albert Lil-
Yich Senior and Virginin Ann
Fitzgerakd Lillich on Navem-
ber 17, 1940, and grew up
with his older sister, Barbara
DeAinza. Born and ralsed a

jan, Ralph gradusted
from Reagan [igh School in
Junuary 1959, where he met
the love of his life and wife of
60 ycars, Alexandria (Sandra)

Texas; daug

Davis of Spring, Texas; son,
Greg Lillich and his wife
Kim of Lindale, Texas; and
grundenilden. Jusin Lillh.



miflion, according to the
report, published by EIl-
man and London-based
property consulting firm
Knight Frank.

“Property Is the benefi-
clary,” sald Paddy Dring,
Knlight Frank’s global head
of prime sales.

Through the Sudhoff
deal, Elllman now repre-
sents some $500 million In
local development proj-
ects, Including the Haw-
thorne, the Glorgetti and
the River Oaks. Jacob Sud-
hoff, now CEO of Douglas
Elliman, Texas, sald he
planned to expand with of-
fices In Dallas and Austin

tng. ‘They want higher-end
finishes, more howrious
amenifes and unparal-
leled services.”

While high-rise llving is
relatively new to this area,
it's appeal has grown in re-
cent years, In part a result
of some of Houston's flaws.

“Flooding, traffic - it all
helps us sell more condos,”
Sudhoff sald. “We're ap-
pealing to that demograph-
Ic that want to have that
lock-and-leave and don't
have have to worry about
their homes.”

nancy.sarnoff@chron.com
twitter.commsarnofff
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From page B

miss out on opportunities
to sell for a higher price
and buyers are limited in
thelr selectlon of proper-
ttes,”

The national associa-
tion's 800-person board
overwhelmingly  voted
Monday to limit the use of
pocket listings by requir-
ing agents who sell
through Multiple Listing
Services to submit thelr
listings to the MLS within
one business day of mar-
keting the property to the
public, whether that's
with a sign in the yard, an
emall blast or a Facebook

post.
In lts analys}s, the Fed-
eratlon sald pocket list-
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Optometry Board where he on Sunday, November 17th
served as Viee Chairman. He  at 4:30PM at the St. James
also served as an Adjunct Pro-  Highrise (5555 Del Monte,
fessar of Clinical Opmm:try Houston, Texas 77056) n the
ut‘t‘he L ibarough Room. Dona-
\nupmaed indeath  thons in Jucob's memory can
byhlswlk\,Jennlund be made to Houston's Jewish
his brother, Gerson. He ls Family Service or to the M.D.
survived by his wife, Maralyn  Anderson Cancer Center.

Sondra Cohen, children and
step~chitdren; Gary and
Rebecca Cohen, Martin and
Sharon Grimm, Marc Cohen
and Dennis Watson, Gregg

4 Houston Jewish Funerals
(0 Ay 3438 Ermhornd, eflie 37801
R DT TN
GU
HeesalenidiFurerd i oem

JACK KEITH LEEKA
1936-2019
Jack Keith Leeka
away November 7, 2019 aftor
a brave struggle with Purkin-
son’s Disease.
Jack was bomn In Spring-
&Jd Missouri on September
1936 but grew up in Jo-
pihm!muﬂ where he gradu-
ated Jnﬂ.l‘:-l Hl§h choal, .lllck

Ings are anti-cc
and and threaten a non-
discriminatory  housing
market. The push for
pocket listngs, It sald,
comes largely from agents
who want to rediece the
time and expense of mar-
keting a property without
a reduction in thelr com-
mission.

“Agents who pocket list
are effectively gaming the
system — restricting ac-
cess to thelr listings bt re-
talning access to'the lst-
Ings of other agents,” the
report sald.

Therule goesintoeffect
Jan. 1, 2020.

Unlversity where he wasa
member of the Sigma Alpha
tkan fraternity, While at
SMU, Jack miet his future wife

Elizabeth (Betty) Houston
Smaltwood who had been
visiting a friend for the
weekend, Jack and Botty were

ated In the sp
Juck then mov
and worked as an attorney for
almost 50 years. Skiing was

his children Elizabeth lge?n

Albert and Jack Kelth Lecka
Jr, grandchildren Nicholas
Albert and Jack Albert and
many nieces, nephews and
friends. Jack was predeceased
by his wife of 59 years Ellza-
be!h Smalhwood Leeka as well
ents George | Lecka
Velta Fay [Nkl and sister

A Celebration of Life Ser-
vice will be held in memory

77042 (719) 781-1330

Rogers Lillich, vh was
preceded in death by his
parents and grandson, Cash
Davis. Ralph and Sandm
were married on June 11,
1950, just five muu :ﬂur

i .“lfl sdmui

from Houston Onmmnnll)'
OolleE. He was a Charter
r

Joraan Lillen, Jackson

and

grandchiidron Rush Lillich,
Layla Lillich, Jonathan Lil-
lich, Cheyanne Lillich, Beau

um.. Lillich, Emma
Trovor Lillich.
hllbeutn will be Justin Lil-

lich, Jordan Lillich, Jackson
Lillich, Cody Lillich, Paul
Bircher and Evan Bircher.
Services will be at Woodlawn

of SL Matthew Unit-  Funeral Home, 1201 Antoine,
ed Methodist Church. He Houston TX. Visitation on
spent his umrdkl ﬁm ol and Sﬁ:nd:vguvunbir &7’ 2019,
gns industry te m m,
mmd u:: o andlheﬂmpe_?dmie:on
Ralco Specialties, Inc. Inhis ~ Monday November 18, 2019
free time, he was an active at 1:00 pm. Interment to
man who enjoyed hunt- follow at Woodlawn Garden
ing and fishing wheneverhe  of Memorics,
his 1&“?;%‘”“’“*
wile, son,
Ralph the 3rd (Trey) Lillich <‘l Woodlawn
and his wife Kim of Houston, [SONEA COMTTERY
o mEm——-=——
CEMETERY LOTS
Ml ‘&4?‘“ ﬁs‘m" *-l”
Memory Keeps Loved Ones
Ever near us!
Send your
condolences at
(]
chron.com/tributes
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