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Comments: The BLM Worland Field Office has concerns about the USFS's proposed Bighorn National Forest

Tensleep Canyon Climbing Plan's intended restrictions on new climbing routes and how that may adversely

impact the surrounding BLM areas adjacent and reasonably near the Ten Sleep Canyon area. Specifically, the

BLM areas that may be impacted include Sand Draw and Canyon Creek located within the Canyon Creek

Special Recreation Management Area, as well as Fertig Draw, Salt Lick Draw, and Gateway Canyon located in

the West Slope Special Recreation Management Area. The primary concern is the restriction of new routes on

USFS lands could potentially and inadvertently cause an increase in visitor use and route development on BLM

lands, resulting in resource damage from increased vehicles, bodies, gear, fixtures, camps, and human waste.

BLM requests increased monitoring and documentation of the previously mentioned areas to track any trends

and determine whether climbing on BLM lands is increasing, decreasing, or remaining stable as a result of the

USFS plan.


