Data Submitted (UTC 11): 8/22/2023 4:59:45 AM
First name: Simone

Last name: Griffin

Organization: BlueRibbon Coalition

Title:

Comments: Please see attached comment.

Ben Bu rr, E xecu ti ve Di recto r Au g u st 21, 2023

B | ueRi bbon Coalition

P. O . B ox 5449

P ocatello, | D 83202

U.S. ForestService

19777 G reenl ey Road

S onora, CA 95270

B | ueRi bbon Coalition (B RC)iswritingto provide f eedback f ort he St ani sl au Hazard Tree
Management P roj ect . B RC i s a nat i onal non-prof i t organi zat i on t hat champi ons responsi bl e
recreat i on and encourages a st rong conservat i on et hi ¢ and i ndi vi dual st ewardshi p. We

champi on responsi bl e use of publ i c | ands and wat ers f or t he benef i t of al | recreat i oni st s by
educat i ng and empoweri ng our members t o secure, prot ect , and expand shared out door

recreat i on access and use by worki ng col | aborat i vel y wi t h nat ural resource managers and ot her
recreat i oni st s. O ur members use mot ori zed and non-mot ori zed means of recreat i on, i ncl udi ng

O HV s, horses, mount ai n bi kes, snowmobi | es, and hi ki ng t o enj oy f ederal | y managed | ands

t hroughout Cal i f orni a, i ncl udi ng t hose of the United St at es F orest S ervi ce. Many of our
members and support erslivein Californiaortravel acrossthe countrytovisitCaliforniaanduse
mot ori zed vehi cl es t 0 access US F S managed | ands t hroughout t he st at e. B RC members vi si t

t hese areas f or mot ori zed recreat i on, snowmobi | i ng, si ght seei ng, phot ography, rockhoundi ng,
hunt i ng, wi | dl i f e and nat ure st udy, campi ng, observi ng cul t ural resources, and ot her simi | ar
pursui t s. B RC members and support ers have concret e, definit e, and i mmedi ate plansto
continuesuchactivitiesinthefuture.

Sharetrails.org-it'swhatwedo!

OrganizedEvents

Many of our members hol d organi zed event s t hat i ncl ude organi zed rides int hi s area. A

si gni fi cant port i on of t he educat i on mi ssi on of organi zat i ons | i ke ours and t he f undrai si ng t hat
support s organi zat i ons | i ke ours comes f rom t hese organi zed event s, and we see t he

cont i nuat i on of t hese event s as an i nt egral expressi on of prot ect ed ri ght s i ncl udi ng f reedom of
speech and f reedom of assembl y. We bel i eve t hese event s are prot ect ed by t he F i rst

A mendment and bel i eve t hey are cruci al t o ¢l ubs and organi zat i ons. T hese event s can only
continue i f t reat ment moves f orward. B RC recommends t reat ment on t he ful | 125, 278 acres and
alllevel sofroadstotalling 2,049 miles.

Wildfire

B RC support s t he broad proj ect obj ect i ves t o keep f orest s heal t hy and reduce t he ri sk of

wi | dl and fi res. We recommend usi ng commerci al t reat ment i n t he maxi mum amount of | and

possi bl e. B est avai | abl e sci ence shoul d be used i n maki ng t hese deci si ons. P ast f orest fires t hat
have burned rampant because of t he | ack of f orest proj ect s shoul d be | ooked at when maki ng

deci si ons. T he removal of hazardous t rees wi | | benefitt he overal | f ut ure of t he f orest .
RoadsandTrails

B RC commendsthe USF Sintheireffortstohave asustainableandhealthyforestforalltouse
whi | e i mprovi ng access and roads i n t he syst em and t o not address decommi ssi oni ng roads or
changi ng road desi gnat i ons i n t hi s pl anni ng process. We st rongl y encouragethe USFStofully
anal yze and consi der adapt i ng any t emporary or unaut hori zed roads i nt o t he road syst em.

T hese roads wi | | off er | ong t erm benefitstothe forest. Roads act as a nat ural fi re barri er and



provi de needed access t 0 i mpl ement proj ect s and f or emergency response t eams.

E conomicBenefits

Local communi ti es rel y on mot ori zed recreat i on f or economi c opport uni ti es. T here has been a

surge of use t hroughout t he nati on on publiclands as wellasinthis area. Local groups have

worked hard t o put t he area on t he map so t hat t hey coul d reap t he economi c benefits. Cl osi ng

roads woul d great | y hi nder economi ¢ opport uni ty. Many | ocal organi zat i ons and busi nesses

recogni ze t he i nf | ux of t raff i c and bel i eve t hat any user conf | i ct can be mi ti gat ed t hrough bet t er

si ghage and educat i on.

Sharetrails.org-it'swhatwedo!

Ti mb er Harvest

Ti mber harvest and any sal es f rom f orest t reat ment s wi | | al so hel p stimul at e t he | ocal economy. We
bel i eve t he US F S shoul d move f orward wi t h t i mber harvest . T he proposed proj ect provi des | ocal j obs
and bri ngs i n | ocal revenue. B RC support s t hese eff ort s and support s any comment s made by | ocal s
and members who approve t hese proj ect s f or | ocal economi ¢ benefit. Wildfireisthelargestthreatto
habit at| oss. O ne wi | df i re coul d cause an ent i re speci es t 0o go ext i nct. We support t he F orest S ervi ce
in

properl y managi ng t he f orest st o prevent wi | df i res t hat coul d cause harmto wildlife.
PublicHealthandS afety

T he removal of hazard t rees i s a mat t er of publ i c heal t h and saf et y. Not onl y can hazard t rees prevent
access f or t he general publ i c but i t can cause harm, prevent access f or emergency response t eams

and act as f uel s f or wi | df i re. "It is well documented that exposure to wildfire smoke is associated

1

with adverse respiratory, cardiovascular, and birth outcomes, and premature mortality.” Over

the last three decades, the acreage burned annually by wildfire across the United States has

doubled. This trend is driven by western states such as California, which experienced a fivefold

increase in annual acreage burned from wildfire over the last half- century (Williams et al.,

2019).

"In the United States, the overall population experiencing wildfire smoke will continue to

increase due to projected increases in wildfires. Considering climate change projections

through 2050, it is estimated that more than 82 million people in the United States will be

subject to a 57% and 31% increase in the frequency and intensity of smoke waves,

respectively (Liu et al., 2016a)."

Conclusion

We woul d | i ke t o cl ose by sayi ng we support "shared use". A s | ong as overal | vi si t at i on numbers are
appropri at e f or t he aff ect ed resources, mot ori zed and non-mot ori zed users can be compat i bl e wit h one
anot her so | ong as i ndi vi dual users underst and desi gnat i ons and pl ant heir activities accordi ngly.

| ndeed, mot ori zed and nonmot ori zed recreat i on use of t en overl ap as O HV 's of t en i ncrease accessi bi | i
ty

t 0 non-mot ori zed recreat i onal act i vi ti es such as hi ki ng, campi ng, equest ri an use, et c. We al so hol d t
hat

responsi bl e recreat i onal use of publ i c | ands can exi sti n harmony wi t h ecosyst em needs.

1

htt ps: // www. | ung. org/ get medi a/ f d7ff 728-56d9-4b33-82eb-abd06f 01bc3b/ pse_wi | df i re-and-prescri
bed-fire-brief _final _2022.

pdf
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B RC woul d I i ke t o be consi dered an i nt erest ed public forthis project. | nformationcanbesentto

t he f ol | owi ng address and emai | address:

B enB urr

B | ueRi bbon Coalition

P. O . B ox 5449



P ocatello, | D 83202

brmedi a@sharet rai | s. org

Sincerely,

BenBurrSimone Griffin
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