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First name: Brent

Last name: Zundel

Organization: Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation - Dam Safety Program

Title: Regional Engineer

Comments: The purpose of this letter is to express the DNRC Dam Safety Program's support for the Butte

Ranger District's proposed forest management activities in the Basin Creek - Butte Watershed Project. The

project aims to reduce the risk of a severe wildfire in the watershed that contains Basin Creek Dams #1 and #2.

These dams are a critical component of Butte's water supply system. A high-severity fire could destroy vegetation

that normally absorbs rainwater and form a charred soil layer that blocks water absorption.

 

After an intense fire, the watershed is at increased risk of flash floods or mudflows. We have concerns about the

performance of Basin Creek Dam #2 during a storm event. If a storm event raises the reservoir level, seepage

around the outlet and through the foundation could increase and potentially lead to failure of the dam. Failure of

Basin Creek #2 would have a direct impact on Basin Creek Dam #1, which also has deficiencies of concern.

Failure of the lower dam would place many residences and businesses at risk.

 

We fully support these efforts to mitigate wildfire risk to Basin Creek Dams #1 and #2.


