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Morning Mr. Schmid,

 

 

 

Attached is a copy of the Roadless Rule Resolution that the City of Pelican Approved at their Council meeting

last night. Attached is also a letter requesting a public hearing. We look forward to hearing from you. If you have

any questions please let us know.

 

 

 

Thank you for your time.

 

 

 

Lattieca Stewart

 

Pelican City Clerk

 

 

 

The following text was copy/pasted from an attached letter. The system cannot display the formatting, graphics,

or tables from the attached original.

 

 

 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

 

CITY OF PELICAN RESOLUTION 2019 - 7

 

A RESOLUTION BY THE PELICAN CITY COUNCIL COMMENTING ON THE 

 PROPOSED ALASKA ROADLESS RULE

 

WHEREAS, the City of Pelican is a unique community that prospers by and through the protection of its natural

resources; and,

 

WHEREAS, the sustainability of the future of Pelican's economy and the lifestyles of our citizens depend on

nurturing and sustaining the natural resources supported by our forests, rivers, and ocean, both locally and

regionally in Southeast Alaska; and,

 

WHEREAS, many Pelican residents obtain their livelihoods from economic activities including commercial fishing

and tourism, which are highly dependent on a pristine and productive natural setting; and,

 

WHEREAS, salmon populations are facing increased challenges from changing ocean conditions, climate

change, ocean acidification, rising water temperatures in streams, and ocean warming events in the Pacific



Ocean, and freshwater habitat development in the contiguous United States; and,

 

WHEREAS, Southeast Alaska is the most visited region in Alaska, with two thirds of all visitors to the State

coming to this region and therefore acting as a significant contribution; and

 

WHEREAS, the Roadless Rule was first adopted in 2001 to protect 58 million acres of our nation's most essential

and intact roadless areas in the National Forest system; and,

 

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska has been against the inclusion of the Tongass in the Roadless Rule since it was

promulgated in 2001, despite support for the rule from a wide variety of constituents living in Southeast Alaska;

and,

 

WHEREAS, during the scoping process for an Alaska Specific Roadless Rule in 2018, communities throughout

Southeast Alaska support of the 2001 Roadless Rule, as well as the heavy majority of the official scoping

comments received strongly support maintaining the 2001 Roadless Rule on the Tongass; and,

 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR - PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT - PELICAN HEALTH CLINIC - PELICAN

VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

 

 

 

RESOLUTION 2019-7 [mdash] PAGE 2

 

 

 

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska invested time, staff, and money to convene a stakeholder-led Citizen Advisory

Committee in 2018 that provided recommendations and perspectives from different interest groups in Southeast

Alaska on what a workable compromise for an Alaska Roadless Rule could look like; and,

 

WHEREAS, the pursuit of a full exemption from the 2001 Roadless Rule is highly divisive among local

populations and stakeholders and increased conflict on the Tongass will tarnish the reputation of the region

nationwide, with negative impacts for the tourism industry; and,

 

WHEREAS, roadless areas on the Tongass are essential to Southeast Alaska's way of life and represent some

of the most spectacular and unique roadless areas anywhere in the National Forest System and support hunting,

fishing, customary and traditional uses, subsistence, outdoor recreation opportunities, and opportunities for

businesses; and,

 

WHEREAS, the amount of carbon stored in the intact old growth forests and soils of the Tongass National Forest

represent one of the highest carbon stores in the world, and the conservation of intact roadless areas and old

growth forests on the Tongass are essential for maintaining local and national climate resilience and slowing

down climate change throughout the world; and,

 

WHEREAS, the Tongass provides a wide range of ecosystem services beyond carbon sequestration to residents

and visitors alike on a 24/7 basis naturally and at no cost to the taxpayer, and;

 

WHEREAS, increased logging of old growth forests in the existing roadless areas of the Tongass seriously

impact the ability of the forest to provide these vital ecosystem services, such as clean water, clean air, stream

temperature regulation, and healthy salmon and wildlife habitat; and,

 

WHEREAS, increased logging of old growth forests in existing roadless areas would incur a significant cost to



taxpayers, as new reports estimate that the subsidization of industrial-scale logging on the Tongass has cost

taxpayers over $600 million over the past twenty years; and, RESOLUTION 2019-7 - PAGE 3

 

WHEREAS, according to the State of Alaska's own economic experts and commissioned reports, Tongass timber

is uncompetitive due to fundamental, permanent changes that have occurred in global markets, high labor costs,

distance from markets, and the availability of less-expensive substitutes; and,

 

WHEREAS, the commercial fishing industry and visitor industries that provide the economic backbone of

Southeast Alaska depend on pristine, scenic vistas and healthy, productive watersheds; and,
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WHEREAS, opening up roadless areas for future development industrial-scale logging will actively work against

the Tongass Transition and the 2016 Tongass Land Management Plan Amendment, which was created after

years of collaborative work between diverse groups of stakeholders;

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that given long-lasting, fiscally irresponsible, and environmentally damaging

impacts of any reduction in current Roadless Rule protections on the Tongass, the City of Pelican strongly

supports lasting protection for all inventoried roadless areas on the Tongass National Forest as provided for in

the 2001 Roadless Rule. There should be no exemption from the Roadless Rule for Alaska and there should be

no Alaska-specific roadless rule; and,

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the economic livelihoods of City of Pelican residents would be irreparably

harmed by the effects of a full exemption from the Roadless Rule on the Tongass, which would lead to increased

climate change, increased threats to fish habitat, and development occurring in pristine natural areas that

showcase the tourism potential and natural beauty of the Tongass National Forest; and,

 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the City of Pelican encourages the USFS to invest in programs, workforce

development, and employment opportunities for Southeast Alaskan residents to restore the health and

productivity of the Tongass National Forest's degraded watersheds and streams, as a means of supporting vital

ecosystem services such as carbon sequestration, small-scale timber production, fish and wildlife populations,

natural vistas, visitor amenities, subsistence, hydrological resources, and more.

 

Passed and Approved by the Pelican City Council this 18th day of November, 2019.

 

Signed:

 

[Signature]

 

Walt Weller, Mayor

 

 

 

Attest: [Signature]

 

Lattieca Stewart, City Clerk
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11-18-19

 

David Schmid

 

Regional Forester 

 USFS Alaska Region

 

Dear Mr. Schmid,

 

The City of Pelican would like to formally request a public meeting and subsistence hearing on the Alaska

Roadless Rule Process from the Forest Service during the comment period on the Alaska Roadless Rule Draft

Environmental Impact Statement, which ends on December 17th. Pelican has been left out of this rulemaking

process and was not visited during the scoping period. The City of Pelican is working hard to draft a resolution

stating our position on the Roadless Rule process, although we are at a timely disadvantage as the Forest

Service did not reach out and contact Pelican regarding a public meeting. We believe that the Forest Service is

being negligent by excluding Pelican from the public information meetings and subsistence hearings, as our

community members depend on intact roadless areas in Southeast Alaska for our subsistence harvesting,

economic livelihoods, and way of life.

 

Pelican is concerned with the selection of a full exemption from the 2001 Roadless Rule as the preferred

alternative in the Alaska Roadless Rulemaking process. The foundation of the

 

economy in Pelican is dependent upon commercial fishing, which is heavily supported by the intact watersheds

still left on the Tongass. These watersheds and intact roadless areas also help mitigate and contribute towards

local adaptation efforts towards climate change, which is also affecting the viability of the fish stocks that we

depend on. Pelican residents deserve to hear from the Forest Service about how the proposed exemption from

the Roadless Rule could affect the areas that we depend on for our economic livelihood and subsistence harvest.

 

Pelican is located on Chichagof Island, separated from the West Chichagof-Yakobi Island

 

Wilderness area by Lisianski inlet and bordered by LUD II management areas on the eastern side. We therefore

suspect that you may deny our request by stating that a full exemption would not affect Pelican. We would like to

put to rest any such ill-advised determination before it takes place. The commercial fishermen of Pelican depend

on fish stocks that are supported by watersheds throughout the Tongass. When fish habitat is degraded in one

area of the Tongass,

 

such as Prince of Wales, the effects are felt throughout the entire fishing fleet in Southeast Alaska. Our fishermen

are nomadic and go wherever the fish are biting. Therefore, even if the LUD II and wilderness areas around

Pelican retain their protections, the loss of roadless protections on Eastern Chichagof Island and the rest of the

Tongass will have impacts for the economic livelihoods of our fishermen and guides. Furthermore, our

burgeoning tourism industry would be harmed by a full exemption as conflict on the Tongass between

developers, fishermen, environmentalists, and loggers would drive away tourism. Finally, and most importantly,

our local food security would be impacted by a full exemption in several ways. Increased timber harvest resulting

from a full exemption would negatively impact deer populations, which means more hunters vying for less of the

resource. Pelican residents use the entire Chichagof island territory for subsistence harvesting and areas outside

of the LUD II management zones and the Wilderness area would have subsistence resources impacted by a full



exemption.

 

We request a public meeting from the Forest Service so that our citizens have a chance to formulate an educated

opinion on the Alaska Roadless Rulemaking process, and submit their subsistence concerns for the record. We

look forward to scheduling this meeting at your earliest convenience, but we stress that it must occur while the

comment period is still open (i.e. before December 17th) or the Forest Service may be liable for violation of the

National Environmental Policy Act by deliberately excluding the voices of this rural Southeast Alaska community

from the rulemaking process. We look forward to your prompt response.

 

[Signature]

 

Walt Weller

 

City of Pelican Mayor 

 Pelican, Ak. 99832

 

[Position]


