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First name: Laura

Last name: Stanley

Organization: Gunnison County BOCC

Title: 

Comments: RE: GMUG Forest Plan Comments Gunnison County 7.29.19

 

Hi again Brittany,

 

Thank you for your feedback. The County would like to submit additional supplementary comments, which I have

attached here. I will also send a hard copy via USPS mail.

 

 

 

From: Duffy, Brittany - FS &amp;lt;brittany.duffy@usda.gov&amp;gt; On Behalf Of FS-gmugforestplan

 

Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 10:14 AM

 

To: Laura Stanley &amp;lt;lstanley@gunnisoncounty.org&amp;gt;

 

Subject: RE: GMUG Forest Plan Comments Gunnison County 7.29.19

 

 

 

Good morning Laura,

 

Thank you for your and the county's continued interest in plan revision! The county's thoughtful feedback is much

appreciated, and will be taken into consideration by the team as we work to improve the draft plan and develop

alternatives. I will upload this letter to the public reading room, where you can also review feedback sent in by

other interested community members.

 

As I'm sure you know, there will be additional opportunities to participate in plan revision, so I hope the county

continue to stay involved! Please let me know if you have any other input, questions, or concerns, and I hope

you're having an awesome morning!

 

Thank you,

 

Brittany

 

Brittany Duffy

 

Assistant Forest Planner

 

Forest Service

 

Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre, and Gunnison National Forests

 

p: 970-874-6649

 

c: 970-210-9130

 



f: 970-874-6698

 

brittany.duffy@usda.gov

 

2250 South Main Street

 

Delta, CO 81416

 

www.fs.fed.us

 

<https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fusda.gov%2F&amp;data=02%7C01%7C

%7Cf2edcb3d8be54acd6e7308d71aa554bc%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637007

170183773063&amp;sdata=wuKKOzWzcBKr44B6l3kzyDNDdNVmLkmBjMU3z%2FF3YAU%3D&amp;reserved=

0>

<https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fforestservice&amp;data=

02%7C01%7C%7Cf2edcb3d8be54acd6e7308d71aa554bc%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7

C0%7C637007170183783056&amp;sdata=9nomMO7YVUAh4hTTbMKucOjNmS3IVyca9FJGhUpZgIM%3D&am

p;reserved=0>

<https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpages%2FUS-

Forest-

Service%2F1431984283714112&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf2edcb3d8be54acd6e7308d71aa554bc%7Ced5

b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637007170183783056&amp;sdata=%2BdHokSRfkGGsciqld

%2Flbwlb6HUnSO5692wHeBkxF5S8%3D&amp;reserved=0>

 

Caring for the land and serving people

 

 

 

Dear Plan Revision Team, 

On behalf of the Board of County Commissioners of Gunnison County 

("Gunnison County" or "County"), we submit below the following supplemental comments to the United States

Forest Service's ("USFS's" or "Forest Service's") Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre and Gunnison National Forests

("GMUG") Working Draft of the Revised Land Management Plan ("Forest Plan" or "Plan"). This letter provides

comments in addition to those submitted by us on July 29, 2019, and is not intended to replace those comments.

As before, please do not consider the comments contained in this letter to be the only, or final, comments that the

County may submit regarding the Forest Plan during the planning process. Gunnison County reserves the right to

submit additional or different comments as the planning process progresses. 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS ON THE WORKING DRAFT 

Gunnison County provides the following additional, informal comments on the working draft of the Forest Plan:

 

The Forest Plan should designate the National Forest Land in the vicinity of Mt. Emmons mine as its own special

interest area. As USFS is undoubtedly aware, the north end of the Gunnison Valley is faced with longstanding

issues regarding water quality and other impacts due to mining operations on the flanks of Mt. Emmons. In

particular, the Lucky Jack Wastewater Treatment Facility, constructed by then mine operator AMAX Exploration,

Inc. in 1981, is located on USFS land, and is therefore subject to USFS jurisdiction and regulations. In February

2016, a number of state and local government bodies, including Gunnison County, the Town of Crested Butte,

and Colorado mining," water and air quality and other state regulatory agencies, executed a memorandum of

understanding with the current mine operator, Mt. Emmons Mining Company, to identify and support cost

effective solutions to ensure ongoing protection of the environment and the public safety, health and welfare of

Gunnison County residents and visitors to the area surrounding the mine. Pursuant to this memorandum, the

County is currently engaged with the parties to the memorandum and other stakeholders regarding site



management, plans of operation and other matters intended to implement the goals of the memorandum. 

Given the foregoing, the unique and ongoing challenges with ensuring air and water quality and mitigating other

impacts in this area, Gunnison County suggests that the area surrounding Mt. Emmons and the Lucky Jack

Wastewater Treatment Facility be designated its own Special Interest Area ("SIA"), with stated conditions,

objectives and guidelines consistent with the aforementioned MOU and to ensure an appropriate Plan of

Operations and continued water quality monitoring, working in cooperation with the current mining operator, the

County, the Town of Crested Butte, the remaining parties to the MOU, and other stakeholders. Importantly, this

comment should not be construed as reflecting the County's views on how the issues surrounding the mine and

the treatment facility should be ultimately determined, only a recognition of the special circumstances in this area

of the National Forest. 

CONCLUSION 

Gunnison County appreciates the opportunity to provide the foregoing additional comments.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-----Original Message-----

 

From: Laura Stanley [mailto:lstanley@gunnisoncounty.org]

 

Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 3:13 PM

 

To: FS-gmugforestplan &amp;lt;SM.FS.gmugplanning@usda.gov&amp;gt;

 

Subject: GMUG Forest Plan Comments Gunnison County 7.29.19

 

 

 

Good afternoon,

 

Please see the attached comments regarding the GMUG Forest Plan from Gunnison County.

 

 

 

Thank you,

 

Laura Stanley

 

Paralegal I

 



Gunnison County Attorney's Office

 

200 E Virginia Ave

 

Gunnison, CO 81230

 

Direct Line 970-641-7616

 

ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGED COMMUNICATION CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE This electronic

transmission may contain confidential information belonging to the sender which is protected by the attorney-

client privilege. The information is intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above. If you are not

the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying distribution or the taking of any action

in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. If you have received this electronic

transmission in error, please immediately notify our office to arrange for return of the documents.

 

 

 

 

 

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any

unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the

law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error,

please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.


