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C/O Jarel Kurtz
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Helena-Lewis and Clark National Forest
1569 Highway 200
Lincoln, Montana 59639.
Dear Jarel,
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input on the Ogden Poorman Categorical Exclusion project scoping notice and 60 day notification for openings larger than 75 acres.
Mineral, Sanders, and Powell Counties (Counties) have entered into Memorandums Of Understandings to work together to assist in the formulation of federal agency planning and project development.  The commissioners have identified that most issues facing all three counties are similar, if not identical and the issues set forth in the Mineral County Resource Use Plan apply to most the lands in Sanders and Powell Counties as well.  Together these Counties encompass 4,054,991 acres and represent 25,000 people in western Montana.
The beneficial use of the natural resources provided from our Federal, State, and private lands has been the basis for our Counties economy, custom and culture from their historic beginnings. Mining, timber harvesting, ranching, and farming provide the heritage of our county’s residents.  While these activities continue today, they have been severely diminished by heavy handed federal policies that prevent full utilization of these resources drastically impacting the economic stability of our rural resource dependent communities.
Se strongly support the development of this project under a Categorical Exclusion (CE) of the Healthy Forest Restoration Act (HFRA) (16 U.S.C. 6591b) and as an Emergency Action Determination (EAD) under section 40807 of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act as directed by the National Active Forest Management Strategy (Strategy).  “The National Active Forest Management Strategy fulfills direction from Executive Order 14225, Secretarial Memo 1078-006, and the Forest Service Associate Chief ’s letter on implementation of Secretarial Memo 1078-006.”
Due to the lack of active forest management the trees in the project area are overstocked with dense ground fuels and ladder fuels.  Trees in these conditions competing for limited water, nutrients and sunlight are stressed making them highly susceptible to the effects of insects, disease, and inevitably wildfires.  The project area has a history of tree mortality caused by ongoing insect and disease activities that have resulted in ground fuel loading exceeding 70 tons per acre.  Ongoing tree mortality due to the current effects of Douglas-fir beetle, western spruce budworm, as well as root and but rot, blister rust, and dwarf mistletoe are adding to these dangerous fuel conditions. 
The majority of the project area is located within the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) as identified in the Tri-County Regional Community Protection Plan and the Powell County Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP).  The areas outside of the WUI are identified as condition classes 2 or 3 in the fire regime groups I, II, or III posing imminent risk to public health and safety and public infrastructure.  Therefore, this project is both needed and appropriate.
Purpose and Need for Action
We support the two purposes identified for the project but believe two additional topics should have been included, shown in 4 and 5 below:
1. Reduce the risk of insect and disease infestation and/or increase the resilience,
durability and resistance to insects and disease through vegetation management
across the project area.
2. Provide forest products to the local timber industry and contribute to
community stability and employment.
3. Emphasize treatments in the Wildland Urban Interface to reduce the risk to life and property and critical infrastructure, and mitigate threats to natural resources on National Forest System (NFS) lands.  Implement actions to improve forest health and reduce the risk of wildfire in classes 2 or 3 in the fire regime groups I, II, or II outside of the WUI.  Remove hazardous ground fuels and ladder fuels and reduce stand density to a basil area of 40 to 50 square feet per acre.
4. Implement actions consistent with the Forest Plan and the National Active Forest Management Strategy.
Opening Greater than 75 acres
We strongly support the creation of openings of any size necessary to achieve project specific land management objectives identified by our land management professionals.  We are unaware of any science that supports this arbitrary action at the Forest Plan level.  Further, the National Active Forest Management Strategy calls on us to identify and remove barriers to treating more acres and producing more timber volume.
Quotes from the National Active Forest Management Strategy;
· High Level Strategic Actions, Streamline Processes – From the Washington Office to the field, the agency will reduce burdensome requirements, including supplements, certifications, and practices no in statute.  Man of these practices have been phased in over time and are no longer needed to meet the agencies mission.
· Focus Area 2, Remove Barriers – Change or eliminate restrictive policies and regulations.  Conduct a nationwide analysis of land management plans to identify and remove obstacles to timber harvests.
This arbitrary restriction on the size of openings allowed as a result of a single operation should be removed from Forest Management Plans.
Proposed Action
We support the proposed Action for this project including Primary Treatment Type and Approximate Acres, Secondary Treatment Types and Approximate Acres, and Road Treatments and Approximate Miles.
Conclusion
As County Commissioners we are charged with providing for Community stability[footnoteRef:1] and public safety and health.  We strongly support the three Goals, High Level Strategic Actions, and the four Focus Areas identified in the National Active Forest Management Strategy.  Active forest management will improve forest health, help protect life and property, protect critical infrastructure, mitigate threats to natural resources on NFS lands, increase raw material delivery to our critical forest products industries, and strengthen rural economies.  Full implementation of the National Active Forest Management Strategy is key to sustaining the health, diversity, and productivity of our public lands to meet the needs of present and future generations and support national well-being.  The Ogden Poorman project brings us one step closer to obtaining these objectives, thank you! [1:  36 C.F.R. Section 219.7(a)
The Forest Service is obligated to consider and provide for “community stability” in its decision-making processes.  “Community Stability” is defined as a combination of local custom, culture, and economic preservation.] 


Respectfully submitted,
[image: ]
Willy Peck, Natural Resource Advisor
Mineral, Sanders, and Powell Counties
406-515-9079
willy.peck75@gmail.com
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