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Dear Mr. Gassmann.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input on the Swamped Project located on the Libby District of the Kootenai National Forest.
Mineral, Sanders, and Powell Counties (the Counties) have entered into Memorandums Of Understandings to work together to assist in the formulation of federal agency planning and project development.  The commissioners have identified that most issues facing all three counties are similar, if not identical and the issues set forth in the Mineral County Resource Use Plan apply to most the lands in Sanders and Powell Counties as well.  Together these Counties encompass 4,054,991 acres and represent 25,000 people in western Montana.
The beneficial use of the natural resources provided from our Federal, State, and private lands has been the basis for our Counties economy, custom and culture from their historic beginnings. Mining, timber harvesting, ranching, and farming provide the heritage of our county’s residents.  While these activities continue today, they have been severely diminished by heavy handed federal policies that prevent full utilization of these resources drastically impacting the economic stability of our rural resource dependent communities.  
Current Forest Conditions
The 19,255 acre Swamped Project area (13,525 acres of NFS lands) is a naturally dry site where drought-tolerant ponderosa pine and western larch were the historic dominant species.  Today overstocked stands of Douglas-fir and grand fir competing for limited water, nutrients, and sunlight resources dominate the landscape.  Trees in these overstocked conditions are stressed and highly susceptible to the effects of insects, disease, and fire.  Bark-inhabiting insects, root disease, and dwarf mistletoe are prevalent throughout the project area.
There is a need to reduce shade-tolerant Douglas-fir and grand fir species and replace them with drought-tolerant ponderosa pine and western larch species that are less susceptible to the effects of insects and disease and more resistant and resilient to the effects of wildfire.
Old Growth
We appreciate the forests effort to identify stands meeting the definition of old growth.  We support proposed vegetation management treatments to improve species composition and reduce fuel levels to achieve desired stand conditions that are more resistant and resilient to the effects of insects, disease, and wildfires.  Additionally, we support landscape level treatments that reduce stand density to a basal area of 40 square feet per acre to create buffers around old growth stands to further reduce the adverse effects of high severity wildfires.
Purpose and Need
The purpose and Need identifies five key activities needed to move the landscape towards desired future conditions:
1. Promote resilient vegetation conditions by managing towards Forest Plan desired
conditions for species composition, landscape-level vegetation patterns, structure, and
patch size.
2. Reduce the potential for high intensity wildfire while promoting desirable fire behavior
characteristics and fuel conditions.
3. Improve big game winter range conditions and promote forage opportunities while
maintaining areas of secure habitat for wildlife.
4. Safe and efficient transportation system.
5. Provide a variety of wood products to the American public and contribute to the local
economy by generating jobs and income.
With an emphasis on number 5, we strongly support these activities.  However, management activities within the Wildland Urba Interface should also have been emphasized in the Purpose and Need.  Management prescriptions within the Wildland Urban Interface should elevate activities to minimize the risk, intensity, severity, and size of wildfires to protect life and property.  We suggest a basal area of 40 to 50 square feet per acre.  Further, the Purpose and Need should recognize the need to achieve Active National Forest Management Strategy objectives and Forest Plan direction.
Vegetation Management Treatments
We applaud the Forests propose vegetation treatments that will treat a total of 8,569 acres (approximately 63%) of the 13,525 acres of NFS lands within the project area.  This represents the type and volume of treatments needed to accomplish the goals identified in the National Active Forest Management Strategy.
Opening Greater than 40 acres
We strongly support the request to create openings greater than 40 acres to achieve management objectives identified for this project by our land management professionals.  Further, the National Active Forest Management Strategy calls on us all to identify barriers to treating more acres and producing more timber volume.  This arbitrary restriction should be removed from Forest Management Plans.

Transportation System and Management
We support the transportation system proposed for this project.

Respectfully submitted,
[image: ]
Willy Peck, Natural Resource Advisor
Mineral, Sanders, and Powell Counties
406-515-9079
willy.peck75@gmail.com
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