September 21, 2026
Umatilla National Forest Supervisor’s Office
Attn: Blue Mountains Forest Plan Revision
72510 Coyote Road
Pendleton, OR 97801

RE: Blue Mtn. Plan Revision, Wallowa Whitman National Forest

Dear Blue Mtn Plan Revision Team,

I have land holdings within the boundaries of the Wallowa Whitman National Forest and I am a grazing permit holder. My family has ranched in the Hereford/Whitney valleys for 57 yrs. My concern is the agenda and goals of the Wallowa Whitman National Forest Supervisor and staff. Congress created the Organic Act of 1897 to “provide a continuous supply of timber for the ‘settlers, miners, residents and prospectors’ and to enhance water-flow for agriculture, mining and other economic uses.”  Forest Reserves (National Forests) were NOT created for environmental, aesthetic, recreation or fish and wildlife preservation purposes.

“They (forests/reserves) are NOT parks set aside for nonuse but have been established for economic reasons.” Supreme Court in United States v New Mexico, 1978.

We are being told that there won’t be any road closures and Travel Management is off the table. However, during the last planning sessions held for the now defunct plan, supervisors stated that the Wallowa Whitman and Malheur Forests are the last two remaining “open” forests in the United States and that needed to change ie Close these forests as well.

United Verde Copper Co v United States, 1909. 
The Supreme Court ruled that the USFS could NOT use its regulatory authority to take from “settlers, miners, residents and prospectors” a “right” that Congress had already granted (1875, 1878). These rights including, but not limited to, ingress and egress of ‘settlers’ within the forest reserves, water rights, firewood harvesting and rights-of-way.

FLPMA Title 7 and NFMA6 (l) make all Federal plans and actions SUBORDINATE to prior existing rights. Any rights or Acts prior to 1976 FLPMA would take precedence over all Acts enacted after 1976. Decommissioning roads, restricting access and restricting use of National Forest Lands and products was not the original intent of Congress when the Forest Reserve (aka National Forest) was established.
Please consider the goals and agenda within the Forest Service, this Draft Document and the wishes of the communities within the Forest Boundaries. Does it truly line up with what Congress originally created.


Sincerely,


Patty DeVeny
US Citizen and Forest User
