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Comment: Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) for the I-90 Snoqualmie Pass East – Public Safety/Wildlife Closure Area

During my career with the Washington State Department of Transportation we worked closely with numerous state, federal, tribal governments and local agencies in the development of plans for the expansion of the Interstate 90 corridor to meet the needs of the traveling public and well as to protect and enhance the movement of wildlife through the corridor.  Numerous wildlife crossings have been completed or are currently under construction.  The proposed extension/implementation adjacent of the public safety/wildlife area closure area adjacent to I-90 east of Hyak is essential to the continued delivery and protection of benefits from the decades-long efforts for improvement of wildlife connectivity in the I-90 corridor. 
The program leverages the combined efforts and support of federal, state, county and tribal governments, together with the dedicated support of non-governmental organizations ranging from higher education institutions to citizen groups as well as innumerable individual citizens locally and more broadly. All in the service of this long-term critical effort to preserve and enhance habitat functionality, wildlife well-being and human safety along, across and adjacent to the I-90 transportation corridor. 
A specific concern for the future of the program is that careful scientific monitoring of the performance of the buffer is provided for and carried forward. It is not unlikely that monitoring will reveal that the area extent of the buffer may have to be enlarged to assure its long-term program objectives. 
Thank you for registering and considering this comment.
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