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David Farmer, Acting Forest Supervisor					August 27, 2026				
c/o Dan Leininger, 
Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest Supervisor’s Office 
215 Melody Lane 
Wenatchee, WA 98801

Re: I-90 Snoqualmie Pass East - Public Safety/Wildlife Closure Area

Supervisor Farmer:

The Forest Service proposes to implement a public safety and wildlife closure on National Forest land within and adjacent to the I-90 crossing structures east of Snoqualmie Pass, encompassing about 4,888 acres.

The Sierra Cub strongly supports this proposal.  The public has made substantial investments in wildlife crossings on I-90, which have been found to be very effective.  In addition to the structures, there is a need to avoid human harassment of animals- both intended and unintended- in approaches to the crossing structures throughout the year.  Additionally, significant public and private investments in land acquisition and habitat conservation have been made in this corridor, including substantial additions to the national forest.

The proposed closure is reasonable and has very little effect on recreation.  This area has a vast amount of recreational opportunities, which are unaffected.  But, the enjoyment of wildlife will be enhanced. Adjustments to closure boundaries have been made to allow for existing winter activities near Gold Creek and at Swamp Creek/Cabin Creek.  Much of this area has already been closed since the crossing structures were built.

All the environmental studies and reviews of the I-90 Project, the Northwest Forest Plan and Snoqualmie Pass Adaptive Management Area (SPAMA) have found the need for these crossing routes- both the structures, the adjacent habitat and the safety from human interactions.  These have shown the necessity of this connection to maintain healthy ecosystems in the Cascades with thriving populations of fish and wildlife species.  This requires the ability for species to move seasonally, but also to maintain genetic connections north and south of I-90. This closure is a necessary element to achieve that goal, and would meet the management objectives of the SPAMA (and thus, the Forest Mgt. Plan). 

We urge you to approve and implement this proposed closure.  Thank you for this opportunity to comment on activities affecting our National Forest lands and our wildlife.

Sincerely,

Charles Raines
National Forest Committee
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