RE:  Black Hills Sportsmen Club comments 


Todd Butler, District Ranger						July 15, 2026
Hell Canyon District
Black Hills National Forest
1019 North 5th St.
Custer, South Dakota 57730

Proposal for Norbeck Wildlife Preserve, Grizzly Prescribed Fire

The Black Hill Sportsmen’s Cub normally receives notices for actions within the Norbeck Wildlife Preserve. Please add us back to your contact list.   We have received scoping documents in the past and are not certain why it did not happen on this important issue.  A member drew it to our attention.   Our club motto is “to promote the conservation, sound management and sustainable use of wildlife and wildlife habitat” and this dove-tails perfectly into the purpose of the Norbeck Wildlife Preserve.   We currently have 110 active members

In 1920, congress created the Norbeck and Back Elk Wilderness for specific reasons.  We have objected in the past when attempts were made that went against the enabling legislation. (ex. a developed trail system through important habitat management areas) and we object now.

The prescribed fire proposal does not address the enabling legislation for the Norbeck Wildlife Preserve and that the Norbeck Organic Act legislation.  Wildlife habitat for breeding animals and birds is the first legal priority.  You cannot ignore this fact in this process. 

The BHSC members use all aspects of this protected forest.  To keep the area as intended, we have been involved in most Norbeck management issues and contributed our knowledge for the Focus Species report printed May 2007.  I have been fortunate enough to be involved with many aspects of these issues as past member of the National Forest Advisory Board and chairman of the SD Game Fish and Parks Commission.

Prescribed fire can be very good for most game animals’ habitats found in the Norbeck Wildlife Preserve such as Focus Species Rocky Mountain elk, bighorns, goats, both deer species, Merriam’s wild turkey, and ruffed grouse.  As sportsmen, we support fire as a great tool for habitat management. However, it appears that in this scoping document, the step to use fire for wildlife management as been skipped.  Please go back to the drawing board and address wildlife first as is the goal of the Norbeck. 

The other thing that really rises to the top for our club, is proliferation of user-created roads and trails.  How will this plan address these issues?  

We understand the desire of the many entities, agencies, and area residents to reduce the risk of fire around national treasures and leased summer homes. But, we hesitate in agreeing to this project on the principle that the planning procedures lack integrating the Preserve’s mission. We hope this prescribed fire project simply had an oversight and that the project will be revised to be legal and to demonstrate that the Black Hills National Forest is of utmost good faith and is not abusing its discretion. Many locals watch what happens with the Norbeck Wildlife Preserve.  
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