
May 6, 2026

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Tongass Draft Plan and Proposed Management Areas. I am sending these comments as a concerned citizen and long-time resident of Prince of Wales Island. I have enjoyed over 40 years of recreating and harvesting the bounties of the Tongass National Forest. I cherish our public lands and appreciate that we still have some voice in their management.   
I have particular concerns for the Management Area approach, mostly because the maps are confusing and don’t clearly explain the forest conditions for each of the newly proposed areas, or explain how they were determined. 
I’m boggled by the placement and size of the low and high commercial recreational use polygons. I’m curious who made these decisions and why? Designated high and low commercial recreation use areas seem to make no sense, especially in the Prince of Wales area. Just because a campground exists doesn’t mean it should receive a high use designation.  It just isn’t clear why this was done. Prince of Wales Island is valued for its low use recreation, and visitors come here to experience a place where this condition exists.   Emphasis should be given for this desired condition. High use designations should not be a part of Prince of Wales Island and the surrounding area.
It is disturbing to see a renewed emphasis on utilizing old growth for timber production when we were told that the Tongass National Forest would be transitioning towards young growth timber production.  Prince of Wales Island has been the timber producer for decades, and now has young growth that is over 50 years old. Remaining old growth should be valued for uses other than timber. Old growth harvest should not be allowed in Key Fisheries Watersheds, especially on Prince of Wales Island that has seen the heavy hand of logging over the decades by National Forest, state, and private entities.  There is no indication on the map for the current condition of the designated General Forest areas. Which areas have been logged? How much old growth remains? The gray colors on the map provide little information about the current forest conditions.  

Community Use areas should be areas of high old growth ecosystem value not less, that include salmon, wildlife, traditional plants, and the habitat necessary to sustain them.  Special consideration should be given to communities that are surrounded by state, and or private lands, including Mental Health, Native village and regional corporation lands that were clearcut and now provide little to no old growth value for old growth dependent species that community members rely on for subsistence uses. 

Decisions made in this planning process will shape the landscapes, watersheds, fisheries, economies, communities, and way of life of Southeast Alaskans for the next fifteen or more years. This process should not be fast-tracked, and a clearer explanation of the need to change should happen before there is a DEIS.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.




