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 I have attempted to make substantive comments to improve the draft plan content available; however, many of our comments hinge on the fact that there is not enough clarity in the draft plan content to make meaningful comments. Nor is it clear how previous comments submitted on the Notice of Intent have been incorporated into draft plan content, given that these comment periods were back to back with each other. This process is moving fast, without clear explanation of how feedback from the public, Tribes, and municipalities is being integrated into draft content. We are concerned that there will be no opportunity to comment on the final need to change, upon which the rationalization for the entire plan depends. Decisions made in this planning process will shape the landscapes, watersheds, fisheries, economies, communities, and way of life of Southeast Alaskans for the next fifteen or more years. The stakes could not be higher for the communities that depend on the Tongass and the integrity of the ecosystem services that the forest provides. We recommend that the Forest Service slow down this process and release a final ‘need to change’ and preliminary draft content that demonstrates how community input has been incorporated before moving to the draft environmental impact statement.  

My name is Steve Fish and I and my family live in Sitka.  My wife Kari and I have three children, two married and with 2 grandchildren so far.  All of us live in Sitka and depend on the health and productivity of the Tongass Forest for our livings as salmon fishers.   Our children all went out of state to attend college, and returned intentionally to live here in Sitka with its higher quality of life than available in many other areas.  That quality of life is to a high degree dependent on the relatively intact nature of the forest surrounding us here in Southeast Alaska (and to a lesser degree on the volume of rain experienced here which discourages the faint of heart who also may tend to crowding).  I would say that I speak for all of our family (7 adults and 2 children so far) here in these comments.  

The draft plan does not take into account that the health of the salmon resource and all that salmon supports as an economic driver for commercial, sport and charter fishing as well as cultural and spiritual health and overall quality of life depends on intact forest ecosystems to maintain or improve that productivity and quality of life for all of us inhabitants of, and visitors to these forests.     

The forest service has done much good work to rehabilitate streams damaged by bad logging practices, and to thin stands of second growth timber (mostly in past years) to increase production and health of second growth forest.  There is more to be done, and more employment opportunity in repairing old logging roads, and removing or repairing old culverts where second growth harvest would be desirable.   There are second growth trees now 50 years old and older which would provide harvest opportunities with only the repairing of old roads, not building of more roads.  

We do not need to build more roads to access the last remaining stands of valuable old growth trees.  Those trees should be left as legacy trees, and in some places some trees taken slowly, selectively, indefinitely, by small and local, relatively non-invasive, non-industrial logging practices, milled and processed locally in our region, and used in our own country rather than being shipped off to fatten the bank accounts of domestic corporations and foreign importers.  The race for profit resulting from throwing open the doors to our resources leads to short term employment for local communities, short term wages earned and long-term waste and eventual loss of earnings for local residents.  

I would like to be able to expect the Forest Service be stewards of our forests for the maximum benefit to the forest itself, then to its inhabitants and dependents including the salmon, deer and wildlife as well as local communities of people, some who have been here a very long time, and some more recent but all loving and relying on the forest for their well being. 


Thank you for the opportunity to comment. I look forward to continued dialog in this process and to working with the Forest Service to help develop and implement management activities and investments that serve the people of Southeast Alaska, the nation as a whole, and that conserve and protect the ecosystems and natural beauty of the Tongass temperate rainforest for generations to come. 
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