May 4, 2026
Black Pine Gold Mine Project

Concerns over the project are the current BLM & FS grazers will forever be impacted by the mining operation. However, we realize this is public lands, lands of multiple uses. We need to state upfront; we have had a very good working relationship with Liberty Gold all the time they have been here doing their exploratory work. They have been very respectful of us and the cattle, helping us with our water needs and alerting us to any problems they see day by day. We wish to continue this repore going forward. 
Concerns
· A separate under freeway or bridge needs to be installed for cattle movement to be allowed to drift back and forth under I-84. If an interchange is made there on the Black Pine/Stone Road, we won’t be able to trail/drift cattle without threat of getting them on the freeway. The bulk of mine traffic could be brought off the Juniper Exit and travel westerly through the dry farms into the Van Kolman BLM grazing area along the county road access there.

· All main county roads will need to be fenced to keep cattle/vehicle collisions to a minimum. This being the Juniper Road as well as the Black Pine Stone Road. There will need to be trail corridors installed so cattle can pass/drift to other pastures.

· All main cattle infrastructures like corrals, water systems, troughs will need to be relocated from main roads and mining operations. These changes of infrastructures can be done to enhance the overall land health by better distribution of cattle and lessening collisions on the roads.

· This project will increase day-to-day traffic in the whole public lands on the east and west side of I-84 even into the Curlew National Grasslands. There needs to be more road maintenance classifications changed to reflect the increased pressure of traffic and included in that the maintenance schedules need to be upgraded. We need to have more cattle guards and swinging metal gates so the public can recreate, hunt and trail ride without impacting cattle mixing in use grazing areas. Road grading and graveling, dust guarding will need to be increased because of more traffic exposure to them.

· Grazing AUM’s will be lost, we as producers need to be made whole for this loss. We as producers are willing to set down and try to come up with an agreeable solution to this loss. As we all feel the mining of Black Pine needs to happen, but not at a loss to grazers. 


Sincerely,

The Rose of Snowville
Eliason Livestock
Eliason Cattle
Clint Velasco
Tallen Boyer
Russell Boyer
