City of Malta
P.O. Box 82
Malta, Idaho
April 29, 2026
United States Forest Service and Cooperating Agencies
Sawtooth National Forest
2306 Hiland Ave.
Burley, ID 83318
Re: Support for the Black Pine Mining Project
To whom it may concern,
The City of Malta would like to share our support for the Black Pine Mining Project and the continued work on the Environmental Impact Statement.
We’re a small rural community, and projects like this can make a real difference for towns like ours. We see this as a positive opportunity—not just for Malta, but for the surrounding area as well.
The potential for new jobs is especially important to us. Having steady, good-paying work close to home means more families can stay in the area, and that helps keep our community strong. We also expect to see benefits for our local businesses, whether that’s more customers at restaurants, more demand for services, or increased activity throughout the region.
In addition to the economic benefits, we appreciate that this project is planned on a previously mined site. Using land that has already been disturbed makes sense to us and shows a thoughtful approach to development.
Overall, we believe this project has the potential to bring meaningful, positive growth to our area while being mindful of the land and surrounding environment. We encourage the Forest Service and cooperating agencies to continue moving forward with the review process.
Thank you for the opportunity to share our thoughts and be part of this process.
Sincerely,

Brandon Smith, Mayor
City Councilmembers:
Marlene Hall
Whitni Hesselgesser
Tevin Brady
Richard Hall
