


February 28, 2018

Mr. Robert Potts
Natural Resources and Planning Team Leader
National Forests and Grasslands in Texas
2221 North Raguet
Lufkin, Texas 75904

Ms. Theresa Mathis
Forest Planner
National Forests and Grasslands in Texas
2221 North Raguet
Lufkin, Texas 75904

Dear Rob and Theresa,

The Houston Regional Group and Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra Club (Sierra Club) appreciate the February 15, 2018 meeting that the U.S. Forest Service (FS) had with the Sierra Club and other organizations about the National Forests and Grasslands in Texas (NFGT) Oil/Gas Leasing Environmental Impact Statement (OGLEIS).

The Sierra Club provided the FS with preliminary comments on February 15, 2018.  In this letter, the Sierra Club provides the FS with additional comments about the OGLEIS as we promised at the February 15, 2018 meeting.

1) The OGLEIS must support the protection of recreational facilities and trails in the NFGT.  The Sam Houston National Forest (SHNF), for instance, has motorized trails, mountain bike trails, hiking trails (the 128-mile long Lone Star Hiking Trail – LSHT), special needs and educational trails, and soon to be equestrian trails.  The Davy Crockett National Forest has the Four-C’s Hiking Trail and equestrian trails.  The Angelina and Sabine National Forests have the Trail Between the Lake Hiking Trail.

The Sierra Club supports a protective buffer between trails and any oil/gas exploitation activities.  The Sierra Club also supports any other mitigation measures that protect trails’ activities from visual and noise pollution caused by oil/gas exploitation.  In the late 1990’s or early 2000’s, an oil/gas well was drilled and storage tanks placed on the LSHT.  The LSHT was moved several hundred feet to make way for the well.

2) The OGLEIS must analyze the impacts that existing and future pipelines have on sensitive areas and vegetation and protect these areas.  In the 2010’s a pipeline that went through a baygall, was dug-up and tremendous compaction and rutting occurred.  The water reliant and sensitive baygall plant community was impacted by this action.

3) In the mid-1990’s, two oil/gas wells were put in the Winters Bayou Scenic Area.  These actions fragmented and destroyed and damaged part of the floodplain forest in this scenic area.  Although this was a private mineral rights well, this example demonstrates why “no surface use” requirements are needed for sensitive areas and vegetation and special use areas.  

4) In the Oil/Gas EIS, the Sierra Club supports preparation of an inventory of sensitive areas and the protection of these areas, along or near current and future pipelines and other oil/gas developments.  This includes, but is not limited to, streams, rivers, seeps, springs, lakes, ponds, and other water related elements.  This also includes wildlife habitats, mature, old-growth, and near old-growth forests, native prairies, Red-cockaded Woodpecker and other rare, threatened, endangered species, and species of concern and their habitats.

5) The Oil/Gas EIS must address reduction or elimination of fragmentation impacts on NFGT due to current and future oil/gas exploitation.  Existing fragmentation impacts from oil/gas exploitation should be analyzed and presented so that a baseline of effects is created for present and future mitigation measure implementation.

6) In general, the Oil/Gas EIS must upgrade and make mitigation measures more stringent on the NFGT for current and future oil/gas exploitation.

7) The Oil/Gas EIS must comprehensively address environmental impacts of the hydraulic fracturing process on NFGT.  This includes earthquakes and fault movements, hydrological impacts (springs, seeps, groundwater, water table, etc.), water quality impacts, water quantity impacts, infrastructure impacts, and other environmental impacts due to this process.

8) The Oil/Gas EIS must analyze the use of state-of-the-art technology to reduce oil/gas exploitation environmental impacts.  An example of this state-of-the-art technology is the use of an automated drilling rig.

9) The Oil/Gas EIS must discuss current hydraulic fracturing technology and its environmental impacts, new hydraulic fracturing technology that is being developed and federally funded in the Permian Basin and its environmental impacts, and potential 20-year oil/gas technological advances and their environmental impacts on the NFGT.

10) The Oil/Gas EIS must clearly describe how the FS will handle private mineral rights oil/gas exploitation which takes place on about 1/3 of the lands in the NFGT.  This analysis must include the cumulative environmental impacts caused by this type of oil/gas exploitation in addition to the federal leasing program’s oil/gas exploitation environmental impacts.  The FS must state clearly how it will address environmental impacts due to oil/gas exploitation of private mineral rights in relation to other oil/gas exploitation on the NFGT. 

11)  The Sierra Club requests that a no federal oil/gas leasing and exploitation alternative be analyzed and used as a reasonable alternative in the Oil/Gas EIS.  

12)  The Sierra Club requests that an all renewable energy sources alternative (wind, solar, and geothermal energy) be analyzed and used as a reasonable alternative in the Oil/Gas EIS.

13)  The Sierra Club requests that a range of reasonable alternatives, which reduce current leasing and exploitation by, 10%, 20%, 30%, 50%, 60%, 70%, 80% or 90%, be comprehensively analyzed in the Oil/Gas EIS.

The Sierra Club appreciates this opportunity to provide some preliminary comments about the Oil/Gas EIS.  Thank you.
Sincerely,

Brandt Mannchen
Forest Management Issue Chair
Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra Club
Chair, Forestry Subcommittee
Houston Regional Group of the Sierra Club
20923 Kings Clover Court
Humble, Texas 77346
832-907-3615
brandtshnfbt@juno.com
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