








February 15, 2018

Mr. Robert Potts
Natural Resources and Planning Team Leader
National Forests and Grasslands in Texas
2221 North Raguet
Lufkin, Texas 75904

Ms. Theresa Mathis
Forest Planner
National Forests and Grasslands in Texas
2221 North Raguet
Lufkin, Texas 75904

Dear Rob and Theresa,

The Houston Regional Group and Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra Club (Sierra Club) are particularly interested in the Oil/Gas Leasing/Development of National Forests and Grasslands in Texas (NFGT) Environmental Impact Statement (Oil/Gas EIS) that the U.S. Forest Service (FS) will prepare in parallel with the NFGT Forest Plan revision.

It is our understanding that results from the Oil/Gas EIS will be folded into the NFGT Forest Plan revision.  The Sierra Club has already provided some comments on climate change and oil/gas activities for the NFGT Forest Plan revision in our letters to the FS on April 25, 2016, February 2, 2017, and April 8, 2017.  Below are some very preliminary comments about the Oil/Gas EIS.  The Sierra Club will provide you with additional comments at another time.

1) The Oil/Gas EIS must address climate change environmental impacts due to current and future fossil fuel (oil/gas/coal) exploration, extraction, production, transportation, and creation of products (exploitation) on or off the NFGT, how climate change impacts will be analyzed, and how climate change will be mitigated on or off the NFGT.

2) The Sierra Club supports the protection of Special Management Areas (Wilderness Areas, Scenic Areas, etc.), from current and future oil/gas exploitation, with maximum use of “no surface use” requirements in the Oil/Gas EIS.

3) In the Oil/Gas EIS, the Sierra Club supports preparation of an inventory of sensitive areas and the protection of these areas, along or near current and future pipelines and other oil/gas developments.  This includes, but is not limited to, streams, rivers, seeps, springs, lakes, ponds, and other water related elements.  This also includes wildlife habitats, mature, old-growth, and near old-growth forests, native prairies, Red-cockaded Woodpecker and other rare, threatened, endangered species, and species of concern and their habitats.

4) The Oil/Gas EIS must address reduction or elimination of fragmentation impacts on NFGT due to current and future oil/gas exploitation.  Existing fragmentation impacts from oil/gas exploitation should be analyzed and presented so that a baseline of effects is created for present and future mitigation measure implementation.

5) In general, the Oil/Gas EIS must upgrade and make mitigation measures more stringent on the NFGT for current and future oil/gas exploitation.

6) The Oil/Gas EIS must comprehensively address environmental impacts of the hydraulic fracturing process on NFGT.  This includes earthquakes and fault movements, hydrological impacts (springs, seeps, groundwater, water table, etc.), water quality impacts, water quantity impacts, infrastructure impacts, and other environmental impacts due to this process.

7) The Oil/Gas EIS must analyze the use of state-of-the-art technology to reduce oil/gas exploitation environmental impacts.  An example of this state-of-the-art technology is the use of an automated drilling rig.

8) The Oil/Gas EIS must discuss current hydraulic fracturing technology and its environmental impacts, new hydraulic fracturing technology that is being developed and federally funded in the Permian Basin and its environmental impacts, and potential 20-year oil/gas technological advances and their environmental impacts on the NFGT.

9) The Oil/Gas EIS must clearly describe how the FS will handle private mineral rights oil/gas exploitation which takes place on about 1/3 of the lands in the NFGT.  This analysis must include the cumulative environmental impacts caused by this type of oil/gas exploitation in addition to the federal leasing program’s oil/gas exploitation environmental impacts.  The FS must state clearly how it will address environmental impacts due to oil/gas exploitation of private mineral rights in relation to other oil/gas exploitation on the NFGT. 

10)  The Sierra Club requests that a no federal oil/gas leasing and exploitation alternative be analyzed and used as a reasonable alternative in the Oil/Gas EIS.  

11)  The Sierra Club requests that an all renewable energy sources alternative (wind, solar, and geothermal energy) be analyzed and used as a reasonable alternative in the Oil/Gas EIS.

12) [bookmark: _GoBack] The Sierra Club requests that a range of reasonable alternatives, which reduce current leasing and exploitation by, 10%, 20%, 30%, 50%, 60%, 70%, 80% or 90%, be comprehensively analyzed in the Oil/Gas EIS.

The Sierra Club appreciates this opportunity to provide some preliminary comments about the Oil/Gas EIS.  Thank you.
Sincerely,

Brandt Mannchen
Forest Management Issue Chair
Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra Club
Chair, Forestry Subcommittee
Houston Regional Group of the Sierra Club
20923 Kings Clover Court
Humble, Texas 77346
832-907-3615
brandtshnfbt@juno.com
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