June 29, 2023
Mr. Kimpton Cooper,

Mr. Jason Roesner

Mr. Logan Gallant

Mr. Jimmy Tyree

Mr. Rob Potts

Dear National Forests and Grasslands in Texas,

On behalf of the Houston Regional Group and Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra Club (Sierra Club) I am sending you three articles about climate change and the effects it has on people via “heat”.  The three articles are:

1. “How hot is too hot for the human body?  Our lab found heat + humidity gets dangerous faster than many people realize”, W. Larry Kenney, Daniel Vecellio, Rachel Cottle, and S. Tony Wolf, Houston Chronicle, June 20, 2023.

This article is from Penn State University researchers and provides the results of their resent work on how heat, made worse by climate change, affects the body.

2. “Current heatwave across US south made five times more likely by climate crisis”, Oliver Millman, The Guardian, June 27, 2023.

This article talks about the “heat dome” that is stalled across Texas, Louisiana, and Mexico and how climate change has exacerbated the “heat” from it, which can be fatal to people.
3. “At least 13 deaths in state blamed on heat”, Marie Elizabeth Oliver, Stacey Cato, and Livia Albeck-Ripka, Houston Chronicle, June 29, 2023.
This article reports that the current “heat dome” has caused at least 13 deaths so far.

The reason the Sierra Club sends you these articles is that we are concerned about the health and well-being of people in the National Forests and Grasslands in Texas (NFGT).  We are concerned about those who recreate (hike, bike, motorized recreate, horseback ride, etc.), those who work in the NFGT (timber cutters, oil/gas workers, etc.), and U.S. Forest Service (FS) staff and employees who work outdoors (timber cruisers, District Rangers, biologists, botanists, etc.).

The Sierra Club urges the FS to prepare a plan to address this issue since climate change will make this problem worse and cause it to last longer each year.

The Sierra Club encourages the FS to place on its websites, in a very large font, a warning about high temperatures, what to do to avoid problems, and suggest, that people shouldn’t be out during certain times of the day and when certain high temperatures occur so that their health is protected.

The Sierra Club also encourages the FS to tell each person that it meets at its offices and out in-the-field about this problem.  The FS should encourage people to protect themselves or not be out in the heat during certain times.  A flyer could be prepared and placed at all kiosks and similar places and handed out wherever FS employees meet people.

If the Sierra Club can do anything to help, please let me know.  Thanks for listening and please stay safe and cool.

Sincerely,

Brandt Mannchen
Forest Management Issue Chair

Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra Club
Chair, Forestry Subcommittee

Houston Regional Group of the Sierra Club

4300 Dunlavy St., Apt. 3138
Houston, Texas 77006
281-570-7212

brandt_mannchen@comcast.net
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