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April 17, 2026
Madison Ranger District
Attn: Josh Connors

Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest
5 Forest Service Road
Ennis, MT 59729 

RE: South Tobacco Roots Vegetation Management Project
Mr. Connors,
Sun Mountain Lumber is writing to support the purpose and need for the South Tobacco Roots Vegetation Management Project.  We agree with the goals of improving forest health and resilience, protecting valuable infrastructure and contributing to local economic stability.  We recognize the importance of reducing wildfire risk to communities through fuels reduction and active forest management.  
Sun Mountain Lumber is a family-owned sawmill with operations in Deer Lodge and Livingston.  We employ approximately 200 people between the two facilities.  Our continued viability depends on projects like South Tobacco Roots which produce raw material for mills. This project supports the directive of Executive Order 14225 and the Forest Service’s National Active Management Strategy to increase timber harvesting and support rural prosperity in forest communities.

The Emergency Situation Determination indicates the high risk of wildfire to the project area.  We support using commercial and non-commercial methods to impact insects or diseases and reduce the density of fire-dependent stands.  Objective one acknowledges that current conditions pose a threat to adjacent landowners, public safety, infrastructure and firefighters.  The vegetation treatments proposed in the project are appropriate and effective for achieving desired future conditions.  The various prescriptions are well defined and clearly state how they will be used to meet project implementation.

Objective 2: Manage Timber Stands is critical to Sun Mountain Lumber.  Our future depends on enacting the Forest Plan through projects like South Tobacco Roots.  Managing the suitable base for long-term sustained yield is a primary responsibility of the Forest.  Current conditions are resulting in diminished timber growth.       

We support the goal of increasing growth rates by reducing competition due to high tree densities. Addressing forest health by decreasing damage from insects and disease will contribute to the growth and yield of forest products. 
The future of our forests depends on the active management we achieve today.  The South Tobacco Roots Project meets agency direction, is reasonable and promotes long term forest health.  Achieving the goals of this project will result in a more resilient forest condition.

Thank you for providing an opportunity to comment.
Respectfully,
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Nick Jose
Resource Manager
Off  406 846-1600

Cell 406 560-0374

Sun Mountain Lumber

PO Box 389, 181 Greenhouse Road, Deer Lodge, MT 59722

406-846-9460   fax: 406-846-1672
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