
Paul D. Dewey 
1539 NW Vicksburg Avenue 

Ben� Oregon 97703 
(541) 420-8455

pddewey50@gmail.com 

OBJECTIONS UNDER 36 CFR, SECTION 218 FOR CITY OF BEND 
OUTBACK SITE CONVEYANCE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND 
DECISION NOTICE 

This objection is made by: Paul Dewey 

<Pau{ (j)ewey 

1539 NW Vicksburg Avenue 
Bend, OR 97703 
(541) 420-8455

The name of the proposed project is: 

City of Bend Outback Site Conveyance No. 67749 

The name and title of the responsible official are: 

Ms. Holly Jewkes, Forest Supervisor 
Deschutes National Forest 
Bend-Fort Rock Ranger District 

April 7, 2026 

The following Objections are to the February 2026 "City of Bend Outback Site 
Conveyance Environmental Assessment" and "Draft Decision Notice and Finding of 
No Significant Impact for the City of Bend Outback Site Conveyance Environmental 
Assessment." Objector timely submitted comments on September 4, 2025. 

At risk here is the dewatering ofTumalo Creek, a critical cold water tributary to the 
Middle Deschutes. The cold water helps support fish populations and the Creek and 
Tumalo Falls are important community and tourist attractions. 

First Objection: Inadequate Assessment of Direct, Indirect or 
Cumulative Effects of the Reasonably Foreseeable 
Action of the Proposed Hydro System 

There is no dispute that the proposed installation of in-conduit hydroelectric 
generation facilities is a reasonably foreseeable action. The EA states: 
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The EA also seems to find that a need may be the furtherance of the City's policy on 
reducing use of carbon fuels. Such a general policy like that, though, does not seem to be 
the kind of"need" anticipated under the Townsite Act. Virtually any project could have 
some component of a reduced carbon footprint. 

That "need" also pales in comparison to the overwhelming and well-known need for 
adequate flows in the creeks and over the Falls during this period of climate change when 
natural systems are beginning to fail. The EA does not examine these competing "needs" 
or even mention natural flows. 

Remedies 

Additional possible remedies for this appeal, besides withdrawal of the hydro element 
of the proposed conveyance, is for the City and Forest Service to identify ways in 
which it could be guaranteed that the City and/or Forest Service would devise a way 
not to exceed 18.2 cfs. Probably the best remedy is for the City, TID and Forest 
Service to come up with a comprehensive plan for protection of Tumalo Creek flows. 




