


2

3. Incomplete Evaluation of Environmental Impacts (NEPA Violation) 

The FEIS does not adequately comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). It fails to 

fully consider the cumulative effects of the project on the sensitive, biodiversity-rich Patagonia 

Mountains. Specifically, the analysis fails to provide a comprehensive and consistent review of 

cultural resources, as evidenced by contradictions between the Draft EIS and the Mining Plan of 

Operations. 

4. Potential for Toxic Pollution (Acid Mine Drainage) 

The mining activities involve the risk of creating toxic waste materials and acid mine drainage, which 

can contaminate soil and water tables with toxic products such as manganese, zinc, lead, and 

arsenic. The mitigation strategies presented in the FEIS are insufficient to address the long-term risks 

of this pollution. 

5. Inadequate Community Engagement and Social Risks 

The project has caused significant concern among local residents regarding public health, noise, and 

light pollution. The permitting process has been criticized for failing to adequately notify community 

members, making it feel "under the radar". The potential negative impacts on local tourism and 

agriculture outweigh the temporary benefits promised by the company. 

Requested Action: 

I request that the U.S. Forest Service withdraw the Draft Record of Decision, thoroughly address the 

deficiencies in the environmental review related to water and air quality, and deny the permit until a 

full, objective evaluation proves the project can operate without detrimental impact to the region. 

Sincerely, 

Brian Wirak 

 

 




