Shonda Tucker, APRN-BC
3596 Buck Creek Road
Williamsburg, KY 40769
rse0527@yahoo.com
606-524-5710
March 8, 2026
Kyle Edmonds, District Ranger
Stearns Ranger District, Daniel Boone National Forest
3320 US 27 North
Whitley City, KY 42653
RE: Notice of Objection – Jellico Vegetation Management Project (36 CFR Part 218)
Dear District Ranger Edmonds,
I, Shonda Tucker, APRN-BC, am writing to formally submit this Notice of Objection regarding the Draft Decision Notice for the Jellico Vegetation Management Project.
While I recognize the Forest Service’s mandate for long-term forest management, the current Proposed Action is an extreme measure that fails to account for significant shifts in local economic conditions, ecological stability, and overwhelming public sentiment. I request that the Forest Service reconsider Alternative 1—the compromise previously presented—for the following reasons:
1. Failure to Address Economic Volatility and Market Slump
Current data indicates a severe downturn in the Kentucky hardwood industry. As of February 2026, global consumption of U.S. hardwoods has decreased by half, and local sawmills face widespread closures. Proceeding with a large-scale timber harvest during a period of over-supply is economically irresponsible. It suppresses prices for private landowners and risks the tragic waste of public resources should harvested logs rot before sale. Furthermore, the decline in the bourbon industry has significantly reduced the immediate necessity for white oak staves, which was a primary driver for the initial scope of this project.
2. Disregard for the Viability of Alternative 1
The "Proposed Action" dictates a 40-year timeline that effectively removes management flexibility for the next ten District Rangers. In contrast, Alternative 1—which reduced the project area from 10,000 to 3,000 acres—offered a balanced approach that satisfied both timber interests and conservationists. The Draft Decision Notice fails to provide a scientific or administrative justification for why this popular compromise was abandoned in favor of a more destructive, 40-year clear-cutting plan.
3. Ecological and Community Impact
The proposed clear-cutting on steep terrain poses an immediate threat of landslips, erosion, and the proliferation of invasive species like kudzu and "tree of heaven." Beyond the environmental degradation, the 40-year duration constitutes an undue burden on local residents, who will face decades of noise pollution, infrastructure damage, and significantly diminished property values.
4. Misinterpretation of Public Comment
The Draft Decision suggests broad support that does not reflect local reality. High-volume comments from hunting organizations—many of whom reside outside the affected counties—should not outweigh the specific, substantive concerns of the families whose homes will be physically surrounded by these logging operations.
Conclusion
In light of the current economic climate and the clear preference for a middle-ground solution, I urge the Forest Service to reinstate Alternative 1. This would allow the agency to meet its management directives while preserving the ecological integrity of our mountains and the trust of the local community.
Sincerely,
/s/ Shonda Tucker, APRN-BC
Shonda Tucker, APRN-BC


