Allowing any uranium mining in Fall River County would jeopardize the health of the residents and visitors. Health risks include lung, bone, stomach, and other types of cancers, as well as non-cancerous respiratory diseases.1 In addition to occupational exposures during the mining process, risks extend to the general public via contamination of the drinking water and air with radioactive and other carcinogenic and teratogenic chemicals.
The scientific literature has well-documented the health risks of uranium mining. A short summary is provided here:
“In addition to 238U, the radionuclides of greatest health concern in this decay series are uranium-234 (234U) with a 240,000-year half-life, thorium-230 (230Th) with its 77,000-year half-life, radium-226 (226Ra) with a 1,600-year half-life, and the short-lived radon-222 (222Rn) decay products—polonium-218 (218Po), polonium-214 (214Po), and polonium-210 (210Po). In modern uranium processing facilities, over 97 percent of the uranium in the ore can be extracted. However, other radionuclides with potential adverse health effects, including 230Th, 226Ra, 222Rn, and 210Po, and their decay products, remain in the tailings and other waste materials generated by the extraction. In fact, about 85 percent of the original radioactivity in the ore remains after the uranium is extracted. Of particular note, the 77,000-year radioactive half-life of 230Th provides a constant source of 226Ra. Both radionuclides (230Th and 226Ra) are common components of leached materials and airborne dusts from uranium ore tailings and waste piles, and 230Th and 226Ra can pose a health hazard if inhaled or ingested. Radium-226 and its decay products present both an alpha (e.g., internal exposure hazard) and a gamma (e.g., external exposure hazard from the decay products bismuth-214 and lead-214) radiation hazard to miners as well as to uranium processors.” 1
Previous local mining in Fall River County led to mortality caused by cancer and respiratory diseases. Former Senator Tom Daschle noted while addressing the Senate:  “It is difficult for me to understand why or how our country let this happen.”2
In addition to significant health and mortality impacts, three additional reasons for banning uranium mining in Fall River County include the following:
· The proposed mining area contains sacred Indigenous sites and petroglyphs.
· The severe drought in the region has significantly elevated fire risk and has placed the region’s water supply at dire risk. There isn’t sufficient water to support that used in mining, and also maintain that needed for the local population. 
· The State and Federal Government would place itself at risk financial loss due to costly injury compensation programs and lawsuits. 
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