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December 8, 2025
Josh Connors
District Ranger
5 Forest Service Road
Ennis, MT 59729
Dear Josh,
This letter is on behalf of Sun Mountain Lumber. We would like to thank you for the opportunity to provide Supplemental EA FONSI comments for the Greenhorn Vegetation Project #51053.

Sun Mountain Lumber is a family-owned sawmill that provides direct employment for approximately 250 mill and logging jobs in Deer Lodge and Livingston, MT. In addition to the potential of this Greenhorn Project providing raw material for our operations, we view these types of projects as creating a relationship in which our operations assist the Madison Ranger District, Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest in achieving their goals and objectives on the ground. We applaud the collaborative effort and the Gravelly Landscape Collaborative that provided input on project activities and desired outcomes.
We appreciate how this updated decision builds on the original Greenhorn analysis and reflects many of the recommendations we previously submitted in our February 24, 2022 comment letter. At that time, we specifically encouraged expanded use of commercial thinning and regeneration harvest, greater consideration of mechanical pre-treatment and utilization ahead of prescribed fire, exploration of non-traditional treatment methods, and improved operational flexibility to support successful implementation. It is encouraging to see these themes carried forward through the refined treatment design, expanded commercial components, improved access planning, and the stronger emphasis on implementation feasibility reflected in the 2025 decision.

We also strongly support the Forest Service’s use of the Emergency Action Determination under the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, Section 40807, which appropriately recognizes the urgency of addressing wildfire risk, insect and disease mortality, and long-term forest resilience in the Greenhorn landscape. The updated species analysis, refined treatment footprint, and strengthened cumulative effects review provide both environmental safeguards and the durability needed for timely implementation.

The Greenhorns Project remains critically important for restoring forest and rangeland conditions, protecting nearby communities, and sustaining local forest products infrastructure and jobs. We commend the Madison Ranger District for the long-term collaborative effort that brought this project to this stage and fully support moving forward with implementation.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment and we look forward to more projects.

Respectfully yours,
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Sean Steinebach, Outreach Forester
Sun Mountain Lumber

181 Greenhouse Road

Deer Lodge, MT 59722

406-560-6691 mobile

sean.steinebach@sunmtnlumber.com
Sun Mountain Lumber

PO Box 389, 181 Greenhouse Road, Deer Lodge, MT 59722

406-846-9460   fax: 406-846-1672
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