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YVFC submits this report in a collaborative effort with the USFS to ensure 
secure habitat for Yaak grizzly bears. YVFC is documenting insufficient road 
barriers in the Kootenai National Forest to limit core habitat fragmentation due 
to a proliferation of access on unauthorized forest roads, a primary threat to the 
Yaak’s vulnerable grizzly bear population. With approximately 25 bears 
remaining in the Valley the USFS must protect key habitat from unauthorized 
road usage. YVFC documentation and reporting of insufficient road barriers 
aims to clearly and convincingly convey the imminent need for the USFS to 
prioritize installing barriers that will prevent unauthorized disturbance of 
sensitive habitats critical to grizzly bear recovery.  

Roads fragment habitats and provide access, which are proven key factors in 
grizzly bear mortality. 

Preserving landscape connectivity by decreasing unauthorized access is vital to 
ensuring the survival of threatened species in the Yaak and beyond. The 
YVFC, like the Foundation, is committed to developing and implementing 
effective, reputable methods for protecting key habitats for threatened species 
from human disturbance, directly preserving these critical natural lands. This 
project will lay the foundation for YVFC to work with the USFS to effectively 
protect these habitats and ensure that wildlife in the Yaak - including the 
USFS-designated “most vulnerable” grizzly bear population - can thrive.  

__________________________ ____________________ 
              Chris Bachman           Date 
            Conservation Director 
       Yaak Valley Forest Council 
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BR 1- Coordinates: N 48.95251, W -115.54898  Date: 13 August 2024 

BMU 15: Female with young documented 2016-|2023 
Barrier ineffective 2024. There has been no visible recent activity behind the gate. A user-created 
bypass is present on the left of the gate. The gap to the right of the gate is insufficient.  
Remedy: berm or boulders. 
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BR 1- Gate Right, passable with ATV/motorcycle  

BR 1-Gate left 
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Prior Documentation: 
2020 
2022
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BR 2- Coordinates: N 48.95161, W -115.55925 Date: 13 August 2024 

BMU 15 Female with young documented 2016-|2023. 
Barrier ineffective 2024. No notable change since November 2023.Barrier (berm) easily passed. 
Evidence of new user-created trail bypassing current insufficient berm. 
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SiWe: BR-2

RRad #, RU deVcUiSWiRQ: Xnmapped XVeU cUeaWed
Uoad off of HighZa\ 92

CRRUdiQaWeV: 48 57 05.8 / 115 33
33.3

SiWe NRWeV:

2020: User-created road. Ne[berm installed-2021,
can be b]passed to the barrier left and right. Takes
off of high[a] 92, dropping do[n throYgh the ditch
and into a traZel corridor throYgh forest. HeaZ]
tracksand rYtting from motor-Zehicle
Yse.MiscellaneoYs litter along the traZel corridor.
E\ceeds 300ƅ in length.

2022: This site has been bermed to preZent motor
Zehicle Yse since 2020. Ho[eZer, Ysers haZe
created a second path aroYnd the berm.
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BR 3- Coordinates: N 48.95650, W -115.63289  Date: 13 August 2024 

BMU 15 Female with young documented 2016-2023. 
Barrier ineffective 2024. Change noted in 2023, small boulders to the gate left. Easily moved/removed, 
easily bypassed.  
Remedy - large immovable boulder placed left of the gate. 
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SiWe: BR-3

RRad #, RU deVcUiSWiRQ: Road # 5835

CRRUdiQaWeV: 48 57 23.4 / 115 37 58.4

SiWe NRWeV:

2020: Gate [ith small boYlders. 5ƅ [ide passage
directl] to gate-left. JYniper shrYb is not a
sYƽcient barrier. Tire rYtting and tracks behind the
gate on the road bed, indicating illegal MV Yse.
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BR-4    Coordinates N 48.93858, W -115.66956  Date 

Woodcutter present 2024.08.13 
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Berm right
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Berm left

26



SiWe: BR-4

RRad #, RU deVcUiSWiRQ: Road # 5839

CRRUdiQaWeV: 48 56 18.9 / 115
40 10.4

SiWe NRWeV:

2020: BIVQ [MXL WMKRTSWXW; RS WMKR. A PS[ WTSX
TaWWaKI XLVSYKL bIVQ-PIJX. TMVI RYXW LaZI
VIWLaTIH XLI bIVQ XS bI accIWWMbPI ZMa WMRKPI-XVacO
/ATV.
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BR 5   Coordinates N 48.93858, W -115.66956   Date  2024.08.13 

BMU 15 Female with young documented 2016-2023. 
Barrier ineffective 2024. Insufficient berm. Tire tracks noted to the left of the berm, around the berm, in 
front of, and behind berm in 2023. 
Remedy-increase berm with trench and add boulders. 
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SiWe: BR-5

RRad #, RU deVcUiSWiRQ: RRad # 276

CRRUdiQaWeV: 48 56 16.7 / 115 43
38.0

SiWe NRWeV:

2020: BeVm [iXh a 4ƅ [ide VYXXed TaWWage XhVoYgh
beVm lefX. LookW aW XhoYgh iX [aW ToWWibl] lefX
oTen foV diXch Velief/dVainage, bYX iW being YWed b]
moXoV-ZehicleW Xo b]TaWW baVVieVW. ViWible XiVe
XVackW in Woil and gVaWWeW laid do[n fVom YWe.
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BR 6  Coordinates N 48.93797, W -115.72722   Date 2024.08.13 

BMU 15 Female with young documented 2016-|2023. 
Barrier ineffective 2024. Quality of barrier is unchanged since the last site visit in November 2023. 
Recent rutting/tire tracks, potentially from a motorcycle visible 2023.  
Remedy: Berm and or boulders or gate or all of the above. 
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Road behind barrier is passable. 
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Chris Bachman
BR-6
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Chris Bachman
BR-6

Chris Bachman
BR-6
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Chris Bachman
BR-6



SiWe: BR-6

RRad #, RU deVcUiSWiRQ: (XQPaSSHG) UVHU cUHaWHG
URaG RII RI URaG # 5857

CRRUdiQaWeV: 48 55 49.5 / 115 44
12.1

SiWe NRWeV:

2020: LSSOW XS LaZe beeRbeVQed XS XLe VMgLX Sf XLe
YWeVcVeaXed VSad, bYX cYVVeRXP] LaW RS baVVMeV XS
TVeZeRX TaWWage. TVacOW,VYXXMRg aRd WMgRW Sf
dMWTeVWed caQTMRg aPSRg XLe XVaZeP cSVVMdSV.FYPP
ZeLMcPe [MdXL

8

39



BR 7  Coordinates: N 48.93478, W -115.77294   Date 2024.08.13 

BMU 15 Female with young documented 2016-2023. 
Barrier ineffective 2024. No change to barrier since November 2023, no obvious recent use but still 
open access. Motorcycle tracks present in 2023. 
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Barrier passable by ATV or motorcycle.  
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SiWe: BR-7

RRad #, RU deVcUiSWiRQ: RSad # 5860 / FVeRch
CVeeO TVaiP # 22

CRRUdiQaWeV: 48 56 05.2 / 115 46
22.6

SiWe NRWeV:

2020: The beVQ PScaXed aX Xhe eRd Sf VSad 5860,
Xhe WXaVX Sf Xhe FVeRch CVeeO XVaiP, haW a 3.5ƅ [ide
TaWWage XS Xhe beVQ-VighX. WSSd] debViW haW beeR
Paid aPSRg Xhe ƻPP-WPSTe XS [ideR Xhe TaWWage.
SiRgPe XVacO VYXXiRg fVSQ MV SV ƄfaX-XiVeƅ biOe.

�

47



10

48



BR 8  Coordinates: N 48.83892, W -115.71231   Date 2024.08.13 

BMU 15 Female with young documented 2016-2023. 
Barrier ineffective 2024. No notable change in barrier since November 2023. The berm barrier is 
present, however, the barrier has been completely negated by the user-created road circumventing 
barrier. Full vehicle width, obvious and recent use. 
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Chris Bachman

Chris Bachman
User Created
Bypass

Chris Bachman
Berm



Berm with bypass in background. 

 

Barrier/BermBypass
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SiWe: BR-8

RRad #, RU deVcUiSWiRQ: Road # 5890

CRRUdiQaWeV: 48 50 20.1 / 115 42 44.3

SiWe NRWeV:

2020: ShallS[ beVm lScaXed acVSWW Xhe VSad aX Xhe
jYncXiSn Sf 5892 and 5886. TheVe IW a fYll Zehicle
Wi^ed TaWWage[a] aTTVS\. 50ƅXS beVm-lefX. LSSkW
XS be XVaZeled fVeUYenXl],majSV VYXXing and XVacking
fVSm MV YWe. BaVVieV iW ineffecXiZe and can be
b]TaWWed eaWil].
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BR 9  Coordinates: N 48.84036, W -11571083  Date:  
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SiWe: BR-9

RRad #, RU deVcUiSWiRQ: (XQPaSSHG) UVHU FUHaWHG
URaG RII RI URaG # 5892

CRRUdiQaWeV: 48 50 25.3 / 115 42 39.0

SiWe NRWeV:

2020: User created road. Looks to possibl] haZe
been bermed in the past,bYt no[ is nothing more
than a ƄbYmpƅ.IneffectiZe barrier and can be driZen
oZerb] fYll-si^ed MV. E\ceeds 300ƅ in length.
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BR 10  Coordinates: N 48.84303, W -11571275  Date: 2024.08.13 

BMU 15 Female with young documented 2016-2023 
Barrier ineffective 2024. Insufficient berm barrier, barely a bump-passable in Subaru Outback. No 
impediment to motorized vehicles. Road easily accessible off of main NF Rad 5872.  
Remedy: Berm, boulders, gate. Barrier needs to extend uphill and downhill from gate. 
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SLWe: BR-10

RRad #, RU deVcULSWLRQ: (XQPaSSHG) UVHU FUHaWHG
URaG RII RI URaG
# 5892

CRRUdLQaWeV: 48 50 34.9 / 115 42 45.9

SLWe NRWeV:

2020: IRWYƽcMIRX bIVQ, RSXLMRK QSVI XLaR a QMRSV
bYQT. NS WMKRaKI.E\cIIdW 300ƅ MR PIRKXL. LSSOW
dVMZIR SJXIR b] JYPP-WM^Id ZILMcPIW.
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BR 11   Coordinates: N 48.84506, W -115.73875  Date: 2024.08.13 

BMU 15 Female with young documented 2016-2023. 
Barrier ineffective 2024. No change to barrier status, still insufficient with a bypassable gap to the right 
of berm. No recent tracks. BR-11 is road 5886A, and 100 yards away is road 5886B (has signage 
posted), but not on the Motor Vehicle Use Map. 
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Bypass
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SiWe: BR-11

RRad #, RU deVcUiSWiRQ: RRDG # 5886

CRRUdiQaWeV: 48 50 42.2 / 115
4419.5

SiWe NRWeV:

2020: Berm [iXh moXor-Zehicle passage Xo
berm-righX. Signage aX Xhe barrier is broken from
being driZen oZer. RYXXing and Xire Xracks going
aroYnd Xhe barrier.
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BR 12 Coordinates: N 48.84444 , W -115.75414  Date: 2024.08.13 

BMU 15 Female with young documented 2016-|2023.  
Barrier ineffective 2024. A Berm barrier was created to prevent the use of user-created road. Berm can 
be bypassed on either side. Recent use was visible with truck treads to right of berm in 2023. Berm has 
diverted water and is overloading a culvert, eroding the road support across the road.  
Remedy-boulders around berm. Address erosion. 

BR 13 Coordinates: N 48.88708, W -115.74781  Date: 2024.08.02  
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SLWe: BR-12

RRad #, RU deVcULSWLRQ: (XnmaSSed) UVeU cUeaWed
URad Rff Rf URad # 5886

CRRUdLQaWeV: 48 50 40.0 / 115
4514.9

SLWe NRWeV:

2020: A JYPP-WM^ed MV XVaZeP cSVVMdSV XLaX TVSceedW
XLVSYKL ZeKeXaXMSR aRd JSVeWX, PScaXed SJJ SJ5886
HeRWPe] Face RSad. WePP eWXabPMWLed VSadbed [MXL
Re[ beVQ baVVMeV MRWXaPPed 2021. CaR eaWMP] be
b]TaWWed XS baVVMeV PeJX aRd VMKLX.E\ceedW 300ƅ MR
PeRKXL.

2022: TLMW MW SRe SJ XLe WMXeW [LeVe XLe FSVeWX
SeVZMce cVeaXed a beVQ XS deXeV MPPeKaP MV YWe.
TLMW YWeV cVeaXed VSad [aW beVQed WSQeXMQe
beX[eeR WYQQeV 2020 aRd WYQQeV 2021, [LeR
YVFC Re\X WYVZe]ed XLeWe baVVMeVW. HS[eZeV, XLMW
beVQ caR be b]TaWWed SR eMXLeV WMde.
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BR 13  Coordinates: N 48.88708, W -115.74781    Date: 2024.08.02 

BMU 15 Female with young documented 2016-2023. 
Barrier ineffective 2024. The barrier can be bypassed to the right gate by an ATV, side by side, or with 
other vehicles.  
Remedy-Boulders 
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SLWe: BR-13

RRad #, RU deVcULSWLRQ: RRaG # 5856

CRRUdLQaWeV: 48 53 13.5 / 115
4452.1

SLWe NRWeV:

2020: GaXe baVVieV. MSXSV-Zehicle b]TaWW XS
gaXe-VighX,YWing Xhe WTYV VSad XS geX aVSYnd Xhe
baVVieV, SbZiSYW XiVe XVackW and VYXXing. Lack Sf
ZegeXaXiSn fVSm being dViZen SZeV. The XemTSVaV]
lSg baVVieV (chSice ƻVe[SSd XVee) can be eaWil]
VemSZed WS Xhe baVVieV iW nSX effecXiZe.
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BR 14  Coordinates: N 48.90256, W -115.84547  Date: 
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SLWe: BR-14

RRad #, RU deVcULSWLRQ: RRaG # 748

CRRUdLQaWeV: 48 54 09.2 / 11550
43.7

SLWe NRWeV:

2020: ShallS[ beVm [iXh TSSVl] Tlaced bSYldeVW.
AcceWW XS CSVe GVi^^l] BeaV AVea. A 5ƅ [ide
TaWWage XhVSYgh beVm-VighX TVSZideW acceWW fSV
ATVW aRd mSXSVc]cleW.
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BR 15  Coordinates:  N 48.96425, W -115.91408  Date: 2024.08.02 

BMU 14 Female with young documented 2016-2023. 
Barrier ineffective 2024. No noted change to the barrier since 2023. Some scattered trash around the 
area in 2023 was removed. The barrier can be bypassed, the road after the barrier, is overgrown but 
passable. Vegetation is starting to reclaim the road.  
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SLWe: BR-15

RRad #, RU deVcULSWLRQ: RRaG # 338P

CRRUdLQaWeV: 48 57 51.3 / 115
5450.7

SLWe NRWeV:

2020: A Tile Sf WQall Qi\ed [SSd] debViW [iXh
ƼaggiRg iW Xhe cYVVeRX baVVieV. TheVe aVe RS WigRW SV
effecXiZe baVVieVW. DYe XS [ildƻVe acXiZiX], Xhe WSil iW
WeRWiXiZe aRd QajSV WYVface VYRSff iW TVeWeRX.

2022: YVFC [aW YRable XS acceWW XhiW lScaXiSR iR
NSZeQbeV 2022 dYe XS Xhe aQSYRX Sf WRS[. A
ThSXSgVaTh fVSQ AYgYWX 2022 iW YWed heVe
iRWXead.
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BR 16  Coordinates: N 48.95569, W -115.91458  Date: 2024.08.02 

BMU 14 Female with young documented 2016-2023. 
Barrier ineffective 2024. Tree barriers are still lying across the road. It can be bypassed to the left or 
right of trees. No signs of recent trespass. 
Remedy: additional blockage, boulders, or gate. 

94



95



96



SLWe: BR-16

RRad #, RU deVcULSWLRQ: 5RDG # 3385

CRRUdLQaWeV: 48 57 20.5 / 115 54
52.5

SLWe NRWeV:

2020: NS baVVieV SXheV XhaR X[S VeceRXP] faPPeR
XVeeW. HeaZ] VYXXiRg aRdXVacOW fVSQ QSXSV-ZehicPe
YWe. DYe XS [iPdƻVe acXiZiX], Xhe WSiP iW YRWXabPe aRd
QaNSV WYVface VYRSff iW TVeWeRX. E\ceedW300ƅ iR
PeRgXh.

2022: YVFC [aW YRabPe XS acceWW XhiW PScaXiSR iR
NSZeQbeV 2022 dYe XS Xhe aQSYRX Sf WRS[. A
ThSXSgVaTh fVSQ AYgYWX 2022 iW YWed heVe
iRWXead.
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BR 17  Coordinates: N 48.97878, W -115.84531  Date: 2024.08.02 

BMU 14 Female with young documented 2016-2023. 
Barrier ineffective 2024. Unchanged site from the original survey. No barrier, road not on 
the Motor Vehicle Use Map. Tracks visible entering indicating use in 2024 and 2023 
surveys. Evidence of bear activity, and multiple recent scat piles nearby. 
Remedy-gate, boulders... 
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SLWe: BR-17

RRad #, RU deVcULSWLRQ: RRDG # 5895

CRRUdLQaWeV: 48 58 43.6 / 115 50
43.1

SLWe NRWeV:

2020: NS baVVieV. RSad 5895 iW nSXmaTTed aW an
STen VSad, accSVding XS Xhe MV UWe MaT TVSZided
b] Xhe KSSXenai NaXiSnal FSVeWX.
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BR 18 Coordinates: N 48.97988, W -115.83790  Date: 2024.08.02 

BMU 14 Female with young documented 2016-2023. 
Barrier ineffective 2024. Gate present, but bypassable. Tire tracks on road on both sides of gate in 
2023. GATE UNLOCKED at 2023 survey.  
Remedy-Lock Gate, boulders on the uphill side of the gate where it is passable by an ATV. 
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SLWe: BR-18

RRad #, RU deVcULSWLRQ: RRDG # 5894

CRRUdLQaWeV: 48 58 45.9 / 115 50
11.8

SLWe NRWeV:

2020: GaXe. 5ƅ [ide TaWWage XS gaXe-VighX. ThiW
VSad iW acceWWible XS ATVWaRd QSXSVc]cleW. ThiW
iReffecXiZe baVVieV gVaRXW acceWW XS Xhe
CaRada/USA iRXeVRaXiSRal bSYRdaV] aRd Xhe
WeRWiXiZe DaZiW WildƻVe ƻVe-bVeak.

22

111



BR 19 Coordinates 48.97150, -115.83906  Date: 2024.08.02  

BMU 14 Female with young documented 2016-2023. 
Barrier ineffective 2024. Barrier is unchanged since November 2023 survey. Barrier easily bypassed to 
berm right. Actually two different berms, both insufficiently barrier the road. Obvious evidence of 
clearing road behind barrier. Bush hogged extensively. Border patrol clears the road and patrols it 
frequently. Road is deemed closed. 
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SLWe: BR-19

RRad #, RU deVcULSWLRQ: RRaG # 747

CRRUdLQaWeV: 48 58 17.4 / 115 50
20.6

SLWe NRWeV:

2020: Berm [iXh Wignage. A 3.5ƅ [ide paWWage
XhroYgh berm-righX allo[W ATVW and moXorc]cleW
Xo acceWW.
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BR 20  Coordinates 48.86208, -115.78283  Date: 2024.08.02 

BMU 15 Female with young documented 2016-2023. 
Barrier ineffective 2024. Past notes state that the gate needs replacement (in 2020) but still has not been 
replaced (2024). Trees fell over the road both before and behind the gate. The gate can be bypassed on 
gate right by four-wheelers (ATVs). No recent tracks. Looks like the gate was hit by something. 
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SLWe: BR-20

RRad #, RU deVcULSWLRQ: RRDG # 6134

CRRUdLQaWeV: 48 51 43.5 / 115 46
58.2

SLWe NRWeV:

2020: GaXe baVVieV [iXh a leaRiRg/YRWXable lSck
TSWX. A TaWWage XS gaXe-lefX aTTVS\. 3ƅ allS[W
acceWW b] mSXSVc]cleW. TheVe iW a USFS maVkeV,
lScaXedgaXe-VighX, iRdicaXiRg Xhe Reed XS VeTlace
XhiW iRWYƽcieRX baVVieV.
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BR 21  Coordinates: N 48.97755, W -115.83713  Date 2024.08.13 

BMU 14 Female with young documented 2016-2023. 
Barrier ineffective 2024. KNF 5894 Road. The gate is bypassable on gate left, and the woods have been 
cleared to the gate left. ATV passable. 
Remedy-boulders. 
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Barrier bypassable on gate left. 
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BR 22  Coordinates: N 48.84971, W -115.71574  Date: 2024.08.13 

BMU 15 Female with young documented 2016-2023 
Barrier ineffective 2024. Unbarriered road open for several hundred yards then blocked by downed 
tree. 
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2024 New Identified Insufficient Barriers-road access behind barrier extending 
over 300 feet. 

BR 23  Coordinates: N 48.841520, W -115.701201 Date: 20234.08.02 
BMU 15 Female with young documented 2016-2023 
Barrier ineffective 2024. 
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BR 24 Coordinates: N 48.92571, W -115.75106  Date: 2024.08.13 
BMU 15 Female with young documented 2016-2023 
Barrier ineffective 2024. Berm barrier, bypassable on the right side. Road open behind the barrier. 
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BR 25  Coordinates: N 48.89687, W -115.81093  Date: 2024.08.02 
BMU 14 Female with young documented 2016-2023 
Barrier ineffective 2024. Road barriered with gate and berm 2024.08.02. Road open and drivable 
behind berms. Berms were removed with evidence of traffic for most of August 2024. 
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2024.08.18 Road berm barriers removed with evidence of a lot of traffic moving in both directions. 
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BR 26 Coordinates: N 48.951760, W -115.592472 Date: 2024.08.13 
BMU 15 Female with young documented 2016-2023 
Barrier ineffective 2024. Woods Mountain Trailhead. The gated road is bypassable on the left. Access is 
wide enough for ATVs, side-by-side, or small trucks. Road behind gate is drivable. 
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BR 27  Coordinates: N 48.929107, W -115.755557 Date: 2024.08.13 
BMU 15 Female with young documented 2016-2023 
Barrier ineffective 2024. Bermed old road. Berm can be ridden over with a motorcycle. Road behind 
berm is open and passable by motorcycle or ATV. 
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BR 28  Coordinates: N 48.92832, W -115.72514  Date: 2024.07.18 
BMU 15 Female with young documented 2016-2023 
Barrier ineffective 2024. Old bermed road. Open trail behind berm. Berm passable and road accessible 
for motorcycles. 
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BR 29  Coordinates: N 48.85514, W -115.75511  Date: 2024.08.02 
BMU 15 Female with young documented 2016-2023.  
Barrier ineffective 2024. User-created road. 
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