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October 29th, 2025
Pacific Northwest 4-Wheel Drive Association
Methow Valley Ranger District
[Project: Midnight Restoration Project]
24 West Chewuch Road
Winthrop, WA 98862

To Whom It May Concern,
We are writing to provide feedback on the Midnight Restoration Project, on behalf of Pacific Northwest 4-Wheel Drive Association, an advocate for responsible and inclusive outdoor recreation. Our membership includes users who enjoy Washington’s public lands for motorized and non-motorized recreation, including OHVs, camping, and more.
Recreation for Everyone—Not Just Specific User Groups
We strongly believe public lands should be managed for the benefit of all recreationists. Management decisions must reflect current and growing demand for motorized access, especially given that motorized recreation opportunities in the region are already extremely limited. By decommissioning roads, the Midnight Restoration Project risks further restricting access for a significant and diverse segment of the outdoor recreation community, including, critically, those with mobility impairments for whom motorized routes are often the only way to experience these lands.
Opposition to Road Decommissioning & Closures
Rather than decommissioning roads, our organization urges the Forest Service to use best science and modern land management strategies to balance ecological health with recreational access. Roads provide essential access not only for recreation, but for emergency response and forest management. By closing or decommissioning routes, you risk harming local economies that depend on outdoor tourism, increasing user conflicts and inequities, and undermining the principle of shared access for all.


Economic and Social Benefits of Motorized Recreation
Washington’s communities rely on outdoor recreation for economic growth. Motorized recreation is a vital segment, supporting jobs, local businesses, and expanded tourism. Closing access routes undermines these benefits and may disproportionately impact marginalized and rural communities that rely on spontaneous, affordable access rather than exclusive reservation systems.
Equity and Inclusion
We urge the Forest Service to consider how road closures and decommissioning may disproportionately harm people with disabilities and others for whom non-motorized access is not possible. As federal policy shifts toward equity for underserved communities, it is important to ensure all policies, especially those affecting travel management—are fair, just, and do not perpetuate exclusion.
Recommendations
· Do not decommission existing motorized routes; prioritize maintenance and updating to support all users.
· Expand motorized access where possible to address growing demand and remedy current shortages.
· Collaborate with user groups to develop signage and education that minimize conflicts and support responsible use.
· Ensure that any closures for forest treatments are temporary, with prompt reopening.
· Embrace a shared-use philosophy: recreation management should accommodate compatible motorized and non-motorized activities.
Thank you for considering the needs of all recreationists. We look forward to seeing a plan that truly supports inclusive, responsible outdoor access in the Midnight Restoration Project area.
Sincerely,
Nichol Phillips, Washington State Director
Pacific Northwest 4-Wheel Drive Association
waexec@pnw4wda.org
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