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October 29th, 2025
To Whom It May Concern,
I am writing on behalf of the Pacific Northwest 4-Wheel Drive Association (PNW4WDA) to provide public comment regarding Basin Thinning Project. As Washington State Director of PNW4WDA, I strongly encourage policies and project outcomes that promote shared use of public lands and inclusive recreational opportunities for all user groups, including responsible motorized recreation.
PNW4WDA is a long-established organization dedicated to fostering responsible use, stewardship, and enjoyment of public lands. Our members are deeply invested in preserving outdoor access for a diverse range of activities—not only four-wheel drive recreation and OHV use, but also hiking, camping, equestrian activities, hunting, and wildlife observation. Many of our members and their families participate in multiple forms of outdoor recreation, reflecting a commitment to collaboration and respectful coexistence on our treasured landscapes.
We support project alternatives that maximize recreational access and inclusion. Specifically, we encourage the designation of the maximum feasible number of routes and trails as open for public use, consistent with resource protection and management objectives. Responsible motorized access frequently complements non-motorized activities by improving accessibility—allowing more visitors, including those with limited mobility, to enjoy Washington’s natural resources.
We believe that motorized and non-motorized uses can coexist successfully on public lands, provided that all users respect established designations and stewardship principles. Responsible recreation enhances public appreciation of nature, supports local economies, and strengthens community ties.
Road maintenance and thoughtful classification are critical. We support the maintenance and improvement of existing routes, and urge the agency to consider adoption of suitable temporary roads into the formal system rather than decommissioning them. Road access is vital for forest health, fire management, emergency response, and recreational use. Reduced access increases long-term costs and risks while limiting public benefit.
Federal policy now emphasizes the expansion—not reduction—of outdoor recreation opportunities, in line with the demand for inclusive access. We recommend that the agency plan for growth in visitation and recreation use, and fully consider alternatives that enhance both motorized and non-motorized opportunities, consistent with ecosystem needs and safety.
Conclusion
We support a future where shared access and responsible recreation are guiding principles on public lands. The Pacific Northwest 4-Wheel Drive Association welcomes opportunities to work collaboratively with land managers, other recreationists, and conservation partners to ensure balanced, sustainable outdoor experiences for everyone.
Please keep PNW4WDA informed and engaged as an interested public throughout this process. If you require additional information or wish to discuss our recommendations further.
Sincerely,
Nichol Phillips
waexec@pnw4wda.org
Washington State Director
Pacific Northwest 4-Wheel Drive Association
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