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Greg Wanner, District Ranger
Anvil ID Team
Zigzag Ranger District
Mt. Hood National Forest
16400 Champion Way
Sandy, OR 97055

RE: Basin Thinning Project

Dear Greg,
As you are aware, Bark's mission is to transform the lands now known as Mt. Hood National Forest into a place where natural processes prevail, where wildlife thrives, and where local communities have a social, cultural, and economic investment in its restoration and stewardship. Our supporters live in the many communities surrounding Mt Hood National Forest. They rely on the Forest for drinking water, economic opportunities, recreation, forest products, spiritual renewal, connection to the land, and more. We submit these comments on behalf of our supporters. 

TRIBAL INCLUSION

The Anvil project area is located within the ancestral homelands and ceded territories of three confederated northwest Tribes. Though it is not our place to speak on behalf of these Tribal members and their governments, we encourage and support meaningful collaboration between the Tribes and the federal government that holds these lands in trust. Bark believes that incorporating Tribal perspectives and values into all aspects of project design and implementation will lead to better outcomes for the land and its people. 

COLLABORATION

Bark wants to recognize and thank the project silviculturist for hosting a field tour of the Basin project with Bark during the summer of 2025. Project field tours are an excellent opportunity for stakeholders like Bark to ask questions and better understand the project proposal. Thank you. 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIODS

Public transparency and input in public land management is a foundational belief of Bark. Bark appreciates the inclusion of a public comment period. While a 15-day comment period is not sufficient for meaningful public input, we still appreciate the opportunity. Public comment periods are essential for allowing the public to provide input and identify anything missed by FS staff. Projects developed without public involvement are at increased risk for litigation. Thank you for allowing the public to comment on this project. We urge you to continue this practice for future projects. 

ROADS

This project should include upgrading damaged or outdated culverts along haul routes. Maintenance and repair of roads along haul routes should include work that not only improves the road surface but improves hydrological impacts and stabilizes roadways.  

TEMPORARY ROADS

Please include a map of potential temporary road alignments. 

COMMERCIAL THIN UNITS

Please retain any biological legacies (large living trees, large snags, large downed logs) in commercial units. Though most of the proposed units spear to be historic clearcuts, some legacies (especially large logs) still exist. 

Thinning prescriptions should be designed to improve the structural complexity and species diversity within historic clearcuts. 
 

CONCLUSION
Bark has provided several suggestions for improving the Basin Thinning Project. We appreciate you reading Bark's comments and finding ways to incorporate the above suggestions. If there is anything in this document that you have questions about or would like to discuss, please reach me at jordan@bark-out.org. 

Thank you,
 

Jordan Latter
Forest Watch Program Manager, Bark
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