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I would like to note for the administrative record as it relates to my Objection to the Forest Service's Band Book/ground monitoring system as a basis for making management decisions and/or taking management actions, I was unable to form my Objection from a review of the most current ground monitoring data because my Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to the Forest Service’s FOIA Office dated April 22, 2025 (see attached), for the 2024 Band Book has yet to be fulfilled, although more than 5 months have passed since I submitted my request. 
If the Forest Service moves forward with its disastrous plan to use a Band Book/ground monitoring system fraught with gross errors and omissions, as noted in my prior Objection, to "manage" the Heber Wild Horse herd, the most current ground monitoring data should at least be made available “in a timely manner” to key stakeholders who have “extensive” knowledge of this herd, and those key stakeholders should have an opportunity to review the data and provide input. 
Historically, the Forest Service has used individuals inside the Forest Service who are unfamiliar with this herd to compile the ground monitoring data and further has proposed moving forward using individuals and groups outside the Forest Service who are equally, if not more so, unfamiliar with this herd of wild horses to gather data that is extremely critical to management decisions and actions, decisions and actions that threaten the very survival and sustainability of this treasured wild horse herd. 
It is impossible for Forest Service leaders who themselves have minimal knowledge of this Heber Wild Horse herd to make knowledgeable, informed decisions based upon data collected by sources who are neither knowledgeable nor informed on the subject. That’s the very definition of insanity! The first ground monitoring of the Heber Wild Horse herd began in 2019 when a Forest Service employee completely unfamiliar with this herd was brought in from out of state. The ground monitoring has continued using Forest Service summer interns and “critical hires”. Although their efforts are admirable, you cannot make knowledgeable, informed decisions based upon “admirable efforts”. The data MUST be complete and it MUST be accurate, which it is not!   
Before any management decisions are made or management actions are taken, key stakeholders who are intimately familiar with this wild horse herd should be given a “timely” opportunity to review any and all ground monitoring data and provide input. 


This Objection is being written “based on new information arising after the designated comment opportunities.”
Note: I redacted my email address from the attached screenshot of my April 22, 2025, FOIA request and added the red arrow that points to the date of my email.

Respectfully submitted,
Betty L. Nixon
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Dear FOIA Officer

Please consider this my FOIA Request for all 2024 data on the Heber Wild Horses, including but not limited to:

« Most Current Copy of the Band Book with photographs

« Copies of all Ground and Aerial Surveys with photographs

« Copies of all Reports related to the Heber Wild Horses, including any accompanying graphs, charts and/or photographs
- Copies of all Inventories and/or Counts of the Heber Wild Horses

| believe all the requested information can be downloaded onto a flash drive which I'd be happy to have mailed to me, or | can pick it up at the Black Mesa Ranger
District in Overgaard, Arizona. | am hereby approving a charge up to $25.00. If the cost exceeds $25.00, please let me know the amount for approval of any
additional charges.

Thank you in advance for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Betty L. Nixon




