Pike-San Isabel National Forests & Cimarron and Comanche National Grasslands Supervisor’s Office, in care of the Grasslands Plan Revision Team
2840 Kachina Drive
Pueblo, CO  81008

September 23, 2025

Dear Grasslands Plan Revision Team,

I am writing to respond to the NFS Draft Assessment for the Cimarron and Comanche Grasslands.  My Concern is the excessive attention, and space/research/print that is used in this assessment pertaining to At-Risk Species, and Species of Conservation Concern.  There are about 74 pages of tables that contain this plethora of information. Your assessment appears to be skewed toward setting up the grasslands for some kind of, or maybe multiple, At-Risk listings.

My other concern, which is related to this information, is the one recurring threat for many of these species is “grazing,” or “overgrazing”. It seems disingenuous to sight a “threat” to a species that supposedly lives on The Grasslands.  I quote from your own USFS Website from, “The National Grasslands Story;” 
“Our Nation’s 20 National Grasslands are an outstanding conservation success story.  They are examples of progressive agriculture in arid grass country.  Revegetated to provide for soil and water conservation, these intermingled public and private lands are managed to compliment each other and to conserve the natural resources of grass, water, and wildlife habitat.
Clean water flows off restored watersheds to be used miles downstream.
Wildlife, including many declining, threatened or endangered species, thrive in reborn habitats.
Under a nurturing shield of vegetation, once wounded soil rebuilds its fertility.  The construction of livestock ponds has expanded the range of many wildlife species by providing water where none existed before.  The scattered watering ponds allow more cattle grazing throughout the grassland and also benefit wildlife habitat.  Private farmlands within the National Grassland boundary add diversity to the prairie habitat.”

As a permittee, I can attest that “overgrazing” does not occur on the Comanche Grassland.  Our management is set by our District Ranger, and we follow that person’s rotational management instruction. We operate on the “take 50%, leave 50%” grazing rule.  I can also genuinely state that our prairie is healthier now than it was 20, or even 10 years ago.  Drought is a way of life here, and we adjust grazing accordingly. Native species never suffer due to grazing here, because of our adaptive approach to grazing.

The way that the species are listed, along with threats that may, or may not exist, leaves the reader thinking that removing grazing is the answer.  I live on this grassland, have a family that is involved in ranching, and take care of this grassland everyday, and yet I have never been asked to contribute to this huge document.  The fact that this assessment was produced by a contractor that is located in Dallas, Texas does not give it much credence.  Because of this, I request that this assessment be rewritten, by people who have been here, and are knowledgeable about the high desert in which we live and operate sustainably.

Respectfully,

Tim Erickson
1255 County Road E
La Junta, CO  81050






