John and Debbie George
Comanche National Grassland Permittees
Sept 24, 2025

RE:  Comanche and Cimarron National Grassland Draft Assessment
United States Forest Service
We are writing in response to the CCNG draft assessment plan.
As permit holders on the Comanche National Grasslands, we have concerns about the current assessment.
Grazing activities are responsible for the largest economic activity on these grasslands. The decades of experience that permittees possess is being overlooked.  A survey sent to each permittee could easily access this wealth of knowledge.   Permittees have specific insight about invasive weeds, wildlife, watersheds, grazing, etc. on each area of their allotments.  Problems could be identified and solved, and improvements suggested, through good communication.   Studies conducted on the Comanche could be enhanced by accessing permittees’ years of experience on the land.  Cultural history would also benefit by this cooperation.  Why have permittees have been left out of this process?   
Our permit borders our home.  Prairie dogs coming from the Comanche have caused considerable damages to our property, causing blowing dirt and loss of grass, resulting in invasive plants.  We also have health concerns when bubonic plague appeared in the prairie dogs adjoining our property. 
This assessment does not address other concerns.  For example: During hunting season, a gate was opened and thrown back.  As a result, our cattle got out on the road, a calf was struck by an unknown vehicle, and died.  When we questioned about preventing problems such as this, we were told it had to be addressed in the grazing plan.  The proposed plan should include provisions to address these concerns and many others that would be identified through a survey.
Local ranchers are very much be economically impacted by the assessment.  This affects our nations food security.   Many ranches rely on their permits to maintain their livelihoods. How are the grazing permits affected?
This plan should be rewritten with the input of local permittees, local government officials and local livestock associations.  
Sincerely,
John and Debbie George


