Pike-San Isabel National Forests & Cimarron and Comanche National Grasslands Supervisor’s Office, in care of the Grasslands Plan Revision Team
2840 Kachina Drive
Pueblo, CO  81008

September 24, 2025

Dear Grasslands Plan Revision Team,

I am writing in response to the USFS Draft Assessment for the Cimarron and Comanche Grasslands.  My concern is 
the unbalanced approach of this assessment concerning the contribution of agricultural activities to the socio-economic health of the Grasslands, and the adjoining areas.  The number of pages devoted to recreation related activity, studies, maps, and tables is overwhelming, and is not adequately represented in proportion to the benefits of agriculture to the surrounding communities. 

 Recreation is an extractive activity in that it adds nothing positive to the health and productivity of the grassland ecosystem.  Wheeled vehicles trample forage, and exacerbate erosion.  Hikers trample native forage.  The viewing of historical sites has resulted in vandalism and destruction of historical resources.  I call the famous “Tarantula Fest”, “Tarantula Torture”, because I have witnessed tarantulas being picked up, herded, and touched.  This festival may bring visitors to The Grasslands, but at what price?  I have personally witnessed episodes at different times where snakes were being harassed.  As An Allotment Owner, I have no power to enforce recreationists behavior, and the USFS does not have resources to deal with recreation.  I also pick up a lot of trash left by visitors.  These people may contribute to the economy of adjacent towns by buying a meal, but they contribute nothing to the health and well-being of the fragile ecosystem of the high desert in which CNG is located.

Agriculture is given some credit in the “Contributions to Social and Economic Sustainability” section. This is a very small portion of the entire assessment, even though private land ownership on the CNG is 48%, compared to 38% ownership by USFS.  GDP contribution from grazing and associated activities on the Grasslands is valued at $14,187,000, compared to the contribution of recreation at $859,000, not to mention the social contribution of farmers and ranchers to the surrounding communities.  Tourists come, take and enjoy, and leave.  They are not members of the community.

From your own assessment: P. 199/1510, “Rangelands produce a renewable dietary source of forage from diverse grasses, forbs, and woody plants. Cellulose from forage is converted by livestock into animal protein and fiber production (e.g., wool,mohair, etc.) for human consumption. By hosting specialized microbes in their digestive systems,ruminant livestock (cattle, bison, sheep, and goats) serve as conduits between cellulose in plant biomass and animal protein and fiber production (Derner et al., 2017). As a result, livestock and fiber production
from rangelands is considered a key provisioning service provided by the National Grasslands that can
have economic and subsistence values for individuals and local communities (Havstad et al., 2007; Sayre
et al., 2013; Lindstater et al., 2016; Lind et al., 2020). “  

Based on this, and the percentage of private land ownership on the Comanche National Grassland, it is my hope that those of us who live on, and care for this amazing, fragile, and productive rangeland will be valued as partners in this important endeavor of crafting our Resource Management Plan.  That has not happened during the initial part of this process.  Allotment owners need to be actively recruited and welcomed as part of this process that may affect our livelihood, local community, and quality of life.  We are the ultimate caretakers.

Respectfully, 

Barbara Leininger
31491 County Road P
La Junta, CO  81050
719-469-9634
