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August 23, 2025

Bridger-Teton National Forest
Forest Plan Revision Process

RE: Comments regarding Bridger-Teton National Forest Plan Revision #63628

The following comments are submitted on behalf of the Wyoming State Trails Program regarding the Draft Assessment and the Supplemental Draft Assessment. We appreciate the opportunity to work with you as a Cooperating Agency on this plan revision process. Our Program is funded by the sale of snowmobile and ORV registration and user fees and we are committed to using these funds to provide responsible management of motorized recreation and the enhancement of snowmobile and ORV/OHV use through our grant funding and on-the-ground construction/maintenance partnerships. 

We commend you on your efforts thus far to provide ample, on-going opportunities for public involvement and input across the Forest. Our comments and observations thus far include:

1. Inventoried Roadless Areas: There has recently been news stories and discussion about the potential rollback/elimination of Inventoried Roadless Area designations. Our understanding is that potential timber harvest in these areas could likely result in the creation of new temporary roads for this harvesting activity – but that any roads that may be created would be closed or obliterated after harvesting is completed due to a lack of continued road maintenance funds.

We would like the Forest to consider allowing some or all of any new haul routes to remain open after harvesting is completed for management as motorized trail routes. Our Program will commit to providing on-going trail maintenance to any of these new routes which are suitable for snowmobile and/or ORV/OHV trails. So, we look forward to potentially pursuing conversations about this as your planning process proceeds.

2. User Conflicts and Motorized Use Concerns: these are two of the Top 10 Themes identified in your Draft Assessment. We feel it is critically important that there be differentiation between the various types of motorized recreation use on the Forest – since from our perspective – we see significant potential management differences between snowmobiles, side-by-sides, ATVs, dirt bikes, and e-bikes. Our Program has a close working relationship with several segments of these user groups and feel our expertise can be of great continuing value to the Forest during the plan update process, as well as during its eventual implementation. 

All of these recreation uses continue to increase. Our experience has been that adequate dispersal is key to successfully managing all user groups. Consequently, narrowing the acres available to motorized recreation will only make it worse versus improving recreation conditions across the Forest. Since the vast majority of the Bridger-Teton is currently classified as ‘non-motorized acres,’ consideration should be given to using some of the released IRAs to help properly disperse valued motorized recreation activities. This should include consideration of corridors through select lower elevation nonmotorized zones so that motorized uses can reach higher elevation, backcountry areas that are not easily accessible by the majority of nonmotorized recreationists.

3. Use of Cell Phone Clusters: We have concerns about the use of cell phone ‘cluster data’ that has been used for some of the assessment work thus far. In particular, we question how accurate some of this data can be when trying to segment out exactly which recreation user each cell phone actually represents. Winter use is a primary example: how can you accurately say this one is a downhill skier, this one is a back-country skier, this one is a snowmobiler, this one is a bike rider, this one is a hiker, this one is a dog sledder, etc.? The same is true for summer recreationists – how do you truly dissect one recreation group from another?
We thank you for this opportunity to comment. Please feel free to contact me at 307-335-2671 or by e-mail at forrest.kamminga@wyo.gov if you have any questions. 

Respectfully submitted by,
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Forrest Kamminga, Program Manager
Wyoming State Trails Program
P.O. Box 1429
Lander, WY 82520
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