Dear Council, Mayor and City Manager:

This correspondence is a follow-up to my last email and public statement regarding the Brian Head development which is in full swing.  

A friend of mine from Las Vegas sent me the attached NPR interview with Flint Decker, the developer of Aspen Meadows Group.  As you listen to the interview, you will understand that this gentleman is not a novice as it relates to development; especially as it relates to ski resorts.  He has built 11 new ski-in, ski-out projects at nine resorts across seven states, including Park City.  One of the poignant points in his discussion is that he is receiving interest from current residents of Park City who are interested in relocating to Brian Head.  He indicates that 30% of Park City residents are interested in investing in Brian Head.   He also states that they have quietly been moving forward with development for the past 18 months.  Was anyone on this panel aware of that?  I also wonder, since Mr. Decker is “in the know”, is he planning on providing a venue for future winter Olympics at Brian Head?  Hence, the need for additional hotel rooms.  

Additionally, the current City Manager of Brian Head, was a member of the economic team in Park City.  Both he and Flint are well acquainted.  What a coincidence?  After hearing all of this information, I am more anxious than ever that this project will take off quickly and the 30-year plan will be reduced to 15 years.  It seems that he and his friends in Park City are seeking a place of refuge, peace and tranquility that Park City no longer provides.  What does this mean for Parowan?  I leave that up to your individual imaginations.  My gut instinct is that our quiet, quaint town will be a memory.  

Regarding infrastructure (which is another one of my greatest concerns), Decker indicates that they are working out the details of infrastructure.  Coincidentally, last Friday while having breakfast in Richfield I met two gentlemen from the Rural Water Association of Utah.  As their expertise is in sewer and water, I expressed to them my apprehension to this growth relative to infrastructure.  They affirmed that my apprehension is well founded.  They further indicated that Parowan’s current sewer treatment pond can sustain itself for now, this is not long term.  They also were concerned about the current sewer pipe coming down the canyon.  They indicated that that pipe needs to be enhanced.  Talking to them was extremely enlightening and running into them was coincidence?  I think not!  

Additionally, and food for thought, I spoke to an old friend in St. George who has a cabin in Brian Head near my property.  He told me that recently the water main coming into his home had to be replaced by the City of Bloomington.  While he was speaking to the technician, they chatted about the sewer system in Washington County.  The representative from the City told him that the 6’ sewer line that serves, Bloomington, Ivins, Santa Clara, Washington and St, George is already at 97% capacity.  They have waited too long to develop and construct a new sewer line.  At the rate in which Washington County is growing, it would not be surprising if shortly the residents will not be able to flush their toilets or use their sinks.  I am sure Washington County thought to themselves, “oh we have 30 years before we have to worry about expansion”.  I would hope that infrastructure concerns trump any other projects Parowan is planning in the future as we can clearly see what is on the horizon.  

The purpose of this correspondence is to alert each of you that we need to deal with these matters now.  We need to be assured that Mr. Decker understands that the onus of his development rests with him.  

I am optimistic that our City Manager or Mayor have been involved in the discussions regarding infrastructure with Mr. Decker and Mr. Howser since Parowan is instrumental with the success of their development by the use of our sewer system.  

I would appreciate any response and update as it relates to Parowan’s involvement in development discussions.  

Regards,

Susan Sepe


