Regarding the Brian Head resort expansion, let me be the first to say that I am not opposed to growth.  However, I am an advocate for responsible growth.  As a Parowan resident I have numerous concerns relative to the Aspen Meadows Club development.  Though the City of Parowan cannot dictate to another municipality what they can and cannot do, when you are impacting the infrastructure of the town below you, this is where accountability is of utmost importance.  I would like to inform the Parowan community of the following facts relative to this development:

1. Parowan provides Brian Head Town with sewer services. With the addition of a new subdivision (over 1,000 residences) and additional lodging how much of a burden does it put on our current system?  Will we have to enhance or add another treatment plant to manage the additional waste?  And who will bear that cost?

2. What about water?  We have had a great snowpack this year, but this has not been the norm in the past eight years.  Will they take water from Parowan to supply their new residents/guests?  At whose expense will this responsibility be borne?  Currently, Parowan is forcing new residents/businesses to provide their own water rights in order to build, yet is this a requirement for the expansion in Brian Head?  
3. In order for residents/guests to access Brian Head they need to use either of the two Interstate 15 interchanges serving Parowan.  The one exit will take them along 200 South and the other will take them along Main Street.  Have we asked the question if the resort has completed a traffic study?  An expansion of residential/lodging on Brian Head will increase traffic exponentially in Parowan.  In the winter season the only way to get to Brian Head is through Parowan.  In the summer months one could use Route 14 and cut over to Rt. 143, but that is out of the way for residents to access their property.  No one living in Brian Head will use this route to get to their home.  Though many of these homes may be second homes/recreation homes, the volume of traffic will no doubt be enhanced.  

4. In an NPR interview, the developer of the Aspen Meadows Club indicated that he has been quietly moving forward with the development for the past eighteen months.  Why has this been done quietly?  Additionally, he has developed 11 new ski-in, ski-out projects at nine resorts across seven states, including Park City.  One of the poignant points in his discussion is that he is receiving interest from current residents of Park City who are interested in relocating to Brian Head.  He indicates that 30% of Park City residents are interested in investing in Brian Head. I also wonder, since the developer is “in the know”, is he planning on providing a venue for future winter Olympics at Brian Head?  Hence, the need for additional hotel rooms.  What does this mean for Parowan?  I leave that up to your individual imaginations.  My gut instinct is that our quiet, quaint town will be a memory,  

The demographics of Parowan consist of many elderly, retired people who have already vocalized in the new pool discussions that they are not fiscally able and willing to see an increase in their taxes.  Do we realize that the expansion “up the hill” will greatly impact our Town, not only positively (in revenue), but also negatively (infrastructure).  Do we have the capability for this enhancement?  

I hope that the developer is successful in his project, but my greatest reservation to this expansion is the enhancement of infrastructure and assuring the residents of Parowan that this burden will not fall on their shoulders.  This is a projected thirty-year project, however, have you noticed the growth in Washington County.   I moved to Southern Utah in 2009.  Coming through Washington County from then until now, you can see that the landscape has changed dramatically.  I am sure that the City/County Planners in Washington said to themselves, “our growth is over thirty years”.  Well, we have all witnessed that the thirty-year plan has been reduced to fourteen years.  Realistically, this is what we need to prepare for.  I want to be sure our City officials in both Parowan and Brian Head are proactive and responsible to transfer the onus of enhanced infrastructure on to the developer where it rightfully belongs.  The residents of Parowan will not and should not bear the burden of the developer’s profit.  They will need to pay their fair share.  

Susan Sepe
Parowan Resident 


