The Case for Cottonwood Canyon:
A Profile

Fox Meadows at the headlands of Cottonwood Canyon: A 1/2 mile
walk from the trailhead and 10 miles from Bozeman city limits

Line Item; Gallatin National Forest, Montana, $2 Million
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Langhor Meadows on the Hyalite
Clearcuts like these encircle the unroaded, pristine canyon.

Cottonwood is also home to a rich diversit of flera and Tauna,
providing important sanctuary for the largest elk herd in the area.




The canyon floor is a lovely blend of old-growth, low-elevation
timber and a riparian environment. Water guality is excellent.
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Cottonwood's proximity to Bozeman makes 1t an 1nvaluable asset; a
place for everyone to camp, hike, hunt and fish in a natural setting.




d to none.

The quality of the fishing in Cottonwood Creek 1is secon
yards.

600 Brook, Rainbow and Cutthroat Trout inhabit each 1,000




Hr.-ung_

Concerned Gitizona for Cottonwood
37 Bast Main o

_Bozonln, HT 59715

Doar Hr Rand

As discussod 4n our previous letters and phone conversations, Plum Creek
ia willing to negotiate the sale of our Cottonwood Creek area lands for
-fair natket value . _

In tha event you are not able to secure funds for this purchase, we
intend to pursue a timber harvest program. Our mill in Belgrade has a
limited timber aupply. and it {z essential that we harvest these lands
in thn next year We see no other viable options at this time,

Sincorely yours,

%&/"M

Charles P. Groninr
Vice Fresident
Rocky Mountain Region

CPG:ch



;;The Concerned Cltlzens Eor Cattnnwood was founded in May of 1989,
“and currently is comprlsed of over 250 dues-paying members
residing in and out of Montana. The purpose of the organization
is to keep South Cottonwood Canyen, 10 miles southwest of
Bozeman, Montana, in a pristine state, and available as a
recreational resource to the residents of Bozeman, Gallatin
County, Montana. and the nation.

: Cottonwood is a unlque canyon in that it is the only unlogqed and
unroaded corridor along the entire Gallatin Pront, a distance of
some 100 miles. Add to that its proximity to fast-growing
Bozeman, and surrounding forest lands that have been extensively
developed and logged (Hyalite Canyon to the East of Cottonweood is
a playground for motorized use, developed to inciude even handi-

-capped access; Bear Canyon to the West is a patchwork of roads

~and logging clearcuts), and Cottonwood emerges as a vital thread

in the patterns of outdoor recreation enjoyed by us all.

At approximately 35 square miles, Cottonwoed is too small to be
called a wilderness, though it is considered to be part of the
Greater Yellowstone ecosystem, Rather it is a convenient
- opportunity for families or individuals te enjoy day trips,
"hikes, picnics, fishing camping and hunting in a wild and quiet
place. Cottonwood alsc functions as a sanctuary for a large elk
herd, supperts the best freestone trout fishery in the area, and
encompasses a low-elevation forest of old growth timber that in
turn fosters a rich diversity of flora and non-game fauna from
- wildflowers to wolverxne.

Cottonwood's integrlty and wild nature is threatened, however. I
May of 1989, Plum Creek Timber Company announced plans to road
the canyon and log two square miles of old-growth timber they own
adjacent to Forest Service holdings near the confluence of Fox
and Cottonwocd Creeks. Plum Creek has stated they are willing to
.sell those lands, but they must be purchased now or the roading
“and logging will go ahead as scheduled, beginning this fall. It
is the goal of CCforC to secure this property, and two other
sections of Plum Creek land within the corridor, consclidating
public ownership and preserving the canyon in a natural state for
all time and for all to enjoy.

. Line item; Cottonwood Canyon, Gallatin National Forest;
- §7,000,000 represents the tunding we need to accomplish that
-.consoifaatlon. Our efforts are supported by the Montana
.congessional delegation, by prominent conservation organizations,
and by the vast majority of citizens who are familiar with
‘Cottonwood and the important role it will play as a recreational

" resource in the future. We hope that by voting in favor of this

f}foundinga;Yﬁu will support a wild Cottonwood, too.

Concernéd Citizens Por Cottonwood
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The Committes recommendation, the budget request, and the
House allowance are shown in the foliowing table:
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With respect to the Monongahels NF, the Commitiee has deleted

- ibe majority of funds requested for acquisition of a wiich

- 15 not within the W&ﬁ v authorized boundary of the forest. The

Committee hopes hat the Forest Scrvice will be able to acquire the

property nex| fiscal yeas. The remaining funds in this forest’s roc-
ommendaion are {or the Blackwater Canyon propexty.
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Mr. Charles P. Crenier
39% Colf Course Road
Coluihia Falls, Montana 59912

" Dear Chatrlie:

1 am writing to urge that Pluz Creek Lumber Company delay its
publicly announced read bulding plans thiz June in the Cottomwood
Drainage south of Bozewan. 1 undazatand that it may bs a challenge to
find short term options to kesp logs flowing to the Belgrade mill. I
hope you are able to meer your timber supply nesds and provide the
Concetned Clczans of Cottonvood soms Cime, '

As you know, they have organized and are atteapting to develop &
visble snd acceptsbls proposal which will allew the last unroaded
drainage in the northern Gallatin range to retain its present
rscraational and pristine valuss. Such & proposal, sz you wall imow, is
not easily or quickiy arrived at. However, 1 believe this effort is
gemilnie and the individuals, colleccively, working on the propesal have
the exparisnce and desire to maks = successful propossl.  Therefors, 1
strengly urge you to allow more cine fa which a plan can be developed.

1 would also like to take this oppertunity to comsend Plum Creek. Your
cooparation and villingness to work with all parties has been exemplary
and is not mantioned oftan emough.

©_ With best psrsonal vegards, I am

Sincersly,

¢ci David D. Laland, ‘Praaident snd CEO, Plua Craek Tisber Company
wicug Rand, Sacrstary, OCC

L] Sosman " TGty Faus LT Kasmrsi |ttt
gy $8T-5THO 6L Fhint 104 WOl TR 2-T00 HOE w1074 rro i ] 1400; TEE- Y130 WO 238-31;




Juna 22, 1989

Mr. Bric Wiltse

Bozeman Daily Chronicle
Box 1188 :
Bozeman, MT 5871%

Dear xr. Wiltsas:
The Madison-Gallatin Chapter of Trout Unlimited is concarned about

Plun Creek Timber Company's recently annocunced plans to log its
holdings in the South Cottonwood district. 1In terms of timber

harvest, it is acknowledged, Flum Creek axpects to gain very little

from this venture (compare, for example, the cost of roading versus
the available timber}).

We strongly urge the Gallatin National Forest to reconsider its
decision to permit the road-building over National Forest lands
that would access Plua Creek's plannhed clear-cut lands. The 1981
Environmental Assessment, on which the decision was based, woafully
understates the gquality of the South Cottonwood Creek fishery. The
creek harbors excellent, salf-sustaining populations of brook and
rainbow trout that ara 2 or 3 times greater than comparable streams
in the region. This fishery resource 1g likely to be badly
impacted by the siltation that can be expected from roading and
logging the canyon's steep, unstable solils.

It seams entirely reasonable that the Forest's decislon on access
roads should be based on an Environmental Assessment that is
current, accurate, and reflects the provisions of the Gallatin
Forest Flan. Plum Cresk ought not be frivolously denied access to
its timber. But neither should it be granted license to access and
clear~cut two sections of land if the project's aeconomics are
marginal- and/or the project would result in severe and adverse
enviromsental impacts.

~ sincersly,

Lee Stroncek
For Madison-Gallatin
. <Chapter of Trout Unlimitad



RECEIVED JUN 2 7 1969

June 23, 1939

_ ..
Mr. Dale Robértson -
Chiaf Forester -
U.S., Forast Sarvice
P.O. Box 96090 :
Mashington, D.C. 20090-6030

Daar pala:

In recent weeks, I have heard from a nunber of Hontanans
concerned about Plum Creek Timber’s plans to log the Gallatin
Vailey’s Cottonwood Canyon.

By avery acgount I have heard, the Cottonwood is a
beautiful, pristine area with heavy recreational use. it is
located within an easy drive frowm Bozeman, Adjacent landovners
are concerned about the potential effacts logging may have on
their property and lifestyles.

while Plum Creek has expressed a willingness to sell theirx
progoxty in the Cottonwood, they are also faced with some very
resl and immediate timber supply problems. This has prompted
the company to announce plans to log the Cottonwood this summer
unleas & purchase plan can be worked out very quickly.

' 1 am vriting to ask that the Forest Service take a long,
hard look at giving the Cottonwood priority for acquisition
under the Land and Water Conservation Trust Fund. For my part,
I intend to wark through the appropriations process to acquire
the disputed land {n the Cottomiood.

fﬁank you for your consideration in thia wmatter. I look
forvard to reviewing your response.

with Dest personal regards, I am

] tax Fouin
Lo Lote s O SRS T4 Wi 724200 R NI Wody 440-3400 ol K11




_ The Grester Yellowstone Coalition is an orgenization ot 85 mamber groups and
aver 3200 Individusla pledged to the praservation of the Greater Yellowstons Ecosystem. We
endorss, with enthusiasm, the aftorts of the Concemed Citizens for Cotionwood 1 bring about the
purchase of four sections (2580 acres) of wikd lands from the Plum Creesk Lumber Company
through the uss of Land and Water Consarvation Funds. This land, upen purchase,would be
brought under the multicie use mansgement prescriptions of the Galfatin National Forest.

That Pium Creek plans to cear cut much of this area demands, an urgency of

action it this matier Preparstions for logging will begin on the ground early this tall uniess
purchase can be arraigned.

This parcet Sies within the 1ast unlogged drainage of the Gallatin Mountain Front,
2 scant 12 miles from Bozeman, MT., a fast growing community of 35,000 in SW Montana. The
wmmmmkmmm.nummmMmmmmmm
ralirosd grants made over one hundred yeas 800, Mixed public and privats land dot this ares,
rendaring & coharent resource managament policy difficult to develop.

_ The Grealer Yailowsions Coalition feels that the consolidation of public lands
when appropriats I8 in the best intersst of not only the near neighbors, but of the American
publiz in general. Thooppumnﬂylonmaslgniﬁcxnlmnnarﬂdhamdlumw
uribroken Gallatin Front with fts beautiful oid growth forests and wikilife resources Is upon us,
Of sl the valuss 1o be preserved, the pure watar of Cottonwood Creak, supporting & pristine
fishery of an isolated native trout population is the most fragile and prone to impact from road .

\gﬁhammmdﬂmrdmuuUSForm&mica.mambwmw
munmm,mummmmlnmmtmnmmmmmw '
privale anterprise. mm-h.mmmmwmgamrmmmmmam

'umkmw-ilwauy,um.ummmmmrﬁmseswmﬁnuewlm
significant disruption in this beautii) place.

P.O. Box 3874 + Bozeman, Montana 59771 ¢ {306} 586-1593
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August 29, 1989

Norman Strung _

Concerned Citizens for Cottonwood Canyon
13830 Cottonwood Canyon

Bozeman, MT 59715

Dear Norm:

I am writing to express the support of the Montana Nature
Conservancy for faderal acquisition of four sections of

timberland in upper Cottonwood Canyon in the Gallatin National

As I understand it, the Senate has appropriated two million
dollars for thig acquisition, and the matter will now be going to
a2 conference committee, The Montana Nature Conservancy is in
full support of this acquisition. as vou know, our organization
is dedicated to the pressrvation of biological divarsity. we
identify habitats of rare threatened and endangered species and
communities of species ang then work with a wide array of

As you

i I _ in excess or
500,000, with 2,900 of those members living in Montana.

Cottonwood Canyon Cresk contains a viable
Slope cutthroat trout. This is a species of special concern to
U8. In our view, the acquisition of the sactiona in question
will help ensure a permanent viable population in this watershed,

population of West

We in the Montana Conservancy would like to thank the
Concarned citizens for Cottonwood Canyon for the dedication and
commitment they have shown to Preserving this jimportant area. If

we can be of any further aasistance, please do not hesitate to
contact ug,

With best personal regards,

.:":f?-—?a;._«‘_

Brian Xahn
Montana State Diractor

BK/dc

Fleld Office 1) Power Block Wes, 3 Floor (1 B, Beoe 255 11 Helerm, MT 59636 (1 (406) 443.0303 T FAX (406) 449.3668



May 11, 1989

r. ¥. Dals Robertaon

Chiaf .

E.5. Forest Service

P.0. Box . 96090 .
Vashington, D.C. 20013-6030

Dear Dale:
I've been asXed & "faver" to encovrage you (the U.3. Forest Service} and
Plus CreeX Timber Cospany to negotiste and reach an agreement on a land trade
te protect South Cottonwood Canyon in Nontana.
" This T am glad to do for theae reasons:
i. 1've been there. It's great and it should be & recreation area.

ri The quality of Cottonwood Creek iz excellent for trout; Lat's
keep it that way!

3. Norman $trung asked me and I think very highly of his
reacongendations. Im fact, I enclose his letter to me as it says
the need best.

Do what you can, Dale. Thanks!

Vars regards,

Robert L., Herbst
Executive Dirscto

-
-

RLH/Imp

co: . Morman Strung

Foundad in 1959.. . Over fwanty-five pears of trout and saimon conservition
Washington, D.C. Hesdqueriars » 501 Church Sirsat, NE. ¢ Vienna, Virginie 22180 & T03-281-1700



EDUCATION -~ CONSERVATION

- PO, Box _6537 o . STATE AFFILIATE OF THE
" Bozemss, MT 59715 .
NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION

©(406) 587-1713

" EARTHDAY - EVERY DAY

August 29, 1989

~ Senator Max Baucus

. Senator Conrad Burng
Repregentative pat williams
Representative Ron Marlenee

Dear Montana Congressional Delegation:

The Montana Wildlife Federation, representing eighteen affiliate
clubs and over 6000 members, supports the efforts of the Montana
.Congressional Delegation in securing funding from Congress for both
the acquisition of the four sections of land in Scouth Cottonwood
canyon south of Bozeman from Plum Creek Timber Company and the
i1ands proposed for securing big game winter habitat near Gardiner.

As - all of you are aware, South Cottonwood Canyon 1s the lasti
remaining canyon in approximately 100 miles along the Gallatin
range that has not been extensively logged and roaded. However,
Plum Creekx intends to road and log this area in the ve near
future if their four sections are not purchased. The wild
character of <Cottonwood offers much needed security cover for
wildlife in addition to back-country recreational opportunities
“4ust a short-distance from Bozeman. Cottonwood has been described
as Bozeman's "vest pocket wilderness."

The acquisition of additional wintering areas for alk and buffalo

migrating from the northern part of Yellowstone Kational Park will

certainly help alleviate the deficiency of winter range outside the
- park and also resolve landowner problems.

Acquisition of the lands in both of these areas will be of great
benefit to not only Montanans but the rest of the U.S. as well.

The Montana Wildiife Federation thanks you for your continuing
aupport for thege very important acquisitions.

" $incerely,

Rich Day z
~Executive Direckor



29 August 1989

To Whom It w'&xmm:

The Montana Chapter wishes to go on record as supporting the Federel porchase
_of oertain lands in a drainage roughly ten miles southwest of Bogzeman, Montars,
commonly referenced as the South Cottorwood drainage. Specifically, these
lands are Sections 11, 13, and 15 of T4S, RSR, and Section 19 of T48, RER,
Gallatin County.

Support for purchase of these sections by Federal entities should not be con-
-s_mgduamfmforthmumtootherwﬂi&m for such pur-
chase, but rather as based on their particular suitebility for public
ounership. ' .

Mmlyutmwmimofﬂnmmmmﬂdmmthemly
mtiﬂlypriatimvﬂleyormymmtheﬁnlhtin%tbemthem-
oupine drainage well to the south, and the Livingston area apyroximately the
name distance to the east, but it supports a firat rate trout fishery, im
portant populatiens of big geme such as elk, other animal species including
hig horn sheep and mountain gonts, snd numerous birds. It is the last un-
developed and unspoiled canyon close to Bozeman and thus easily accessible
by the public; in our judgment, it should be in public ownership and

-amed to preserve its present status.
- f@,«% %M

Sherman H. Janke . /
Chapter Chair L/



Doug Rand

% Righ Morse
- Bozesman Miewshed Council
- U 3015 Ster Ridge Rd.
- Bozeman, NT
59718

Secratary, :
Concarnad Citizens for Cuttunuuad _

.~.13830 Cottonwood Canyon
_BOZQMS"- ﬂT 589718 o

Aug. 9, 18989

Dear rfir. Rand,

The afforts of the Concerned Citizens for Cottonwood have the
strong support of the Bozaman Uiswshad Council. As gou know, the
miasion of thes Viswshed Council is to encourage and aasjist in
protacting and maintaining the scenic, recrsational and wildlife
attributes of the lands, mountains and Forsst surroundging the

- CEity of Bozeman which cuntributa so much to its quality of life
- and. ecanamic futurs.

1 Fael that gour efforts are directed to a major portion of our
scenic viewshed, as well as a very significant recreational and
wildlife resource. The arsa that your efForts addreass is then of
great importance to cur community's qualitu of life and economic

 hnn1th.

:Ihare i=a prumantlu milliona of dollars of new 1nvastmant at stake

in our erss dapendent spacifically on the preservation of scenic
valums.

s you know also, the Bozeman City Commission is considering

.endorsament of wording supporting viewshed preservation. This
concept i2 not new to the commission or the community, and
- andorsement Ffrom the Commissioners of your project, should 1t

come, will be later in September. I will let you know as things

progress in this arsa,
Sincear ’5,
Ny

Rich Morasse
Yice Prasident
Sozeman Viswshed Councll




August 3@, 1989

Doug Rand, Secretary

Cottonwood Concerned Citizens
13839 Upper Cottonwood Canyon Rd.
Bozeman, MT. 59715

Dear Doug;

_ I'm writing on behalf of the Madison-Gallatin Ailiance,
. concerning the CCC effort to protect Cottonwood Canyon from clear-
"gutting by Plum Creek. We understand that Congress will shortly
be c¢onsidering allocating meonies from the Land and Water
Conservation Fund for purchase of four Plum Creek sections, to hbe
incorporated into the Gallatin Forest. We suppert this acgquisition
with enthusiasm. The importance of Cottonwood Canyon as a refuglium
for wildlife is tremendous. Its {locally unigue} roadless status
also makes it a wmajor asset to the trout fishery and the water
-gquality of the Gallatin River. And the current checkerboarding
with public land means that incorporation into the Forest would
render management of these seactions reasonable - in lipe with that
of all the surrounding land - for the first time, Given the
substantial advantages to keeping these sections in their current
condition, incorporation into the public land seems to us the most
sensible plan.

For the record, the Madison-Gallatin Alliance is a Bozemgn-
basad conservation group concerned with land use and water quality
igsues in the watersheds of the Madison and Gallatin Rivers. MGA
i®= a non-profit orqganization, founded in the 197905, with a
membersghip of about 209 people.

Let us know how MGA can be of help in the effort to preserve
Cottonwood Canvon.

.Sincerely,

Grbh Npe
Gretchen Rupp

Vice President
MADISON~GALLATIN ALLIANCE

 BOX875 «  BOZEMAN,MONTANA ¢+ 59715
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August 31, 1989

Mr, Doug Rand

Concerned Citisens for

- Bouth Cottonwood Canyon
-~ .37 Bast Main Street

Desr Dougs

 msller, and has expresmed this desire in writing to you.

 'benefits of the canyon. .

Sincerely,

Qam 75

Jan xoﬁiqlbtrq
Landa Director

ees Bud Lilly

R

: The Montana Land Raliance supports the purchass of the Plum
Creek sactiona in Cottonwood Canyon by the Pedersl Government.
Tt 1la our understanding that Plum Creek, Inc. is a willing

Cottonwood Canyon supports both an excellent fiashery and
important elk habitat. Management of the uppsr and lower canyon
is for dispersed rascreation. Wa fesl purchase of the Plum Creek

- #ections in the mid-canyon and subsesquent management deaignation
~for disperasd recreation maximizes the ecological and social

/et



" THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY

The Honorable Robert Byrd, Chairman
 Imtericr and Related Agencies Subcommittee

' Committee on Appropriations

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

' -Dear Chalrman Byrd:

Don Hellman of our Washington office has recently provided you,
for use during Conference Committee, an overview of The
wilderness Society's priority Land and wWater Conservation Fund
projects nationwide. As the Soclety's Northern Rockies Regional
Office, we would like to provide you with some supplemental
. information on projects our region. Some of the projects listed
below were funded by the Senate, others by the House. We urge
the Conferees to appropriate funds for them all.

National Forest Lands

Flathead National Forest - The House appropriated $1.5 million
.- for acqulsition of land within the Flathead Wild and Scenle River
- .corridor, adjacent to Glacier Naticonal Park. It is important
wolf, grizzly bear and elk habltat, There has been new interest
in oil and gas development on private lands in the River
corridor, thus making acquisitions critical. Proposed housing
development also threatens the area.

oo Gall “Maticnal Forest - The House bill contained $3.5 million
 ¥or Important winter range acquisition in the Upper Yellowstone
Valley adjacent to Yellowstone National Park. These acquisitions
are critical to protect Yellowstone's elk, bison, antelope and
deer herds. Buying land in the Upper Yellowstone valley will
- help alleviate the problems experienced by the Park's wildlife
- .. last winter. : -

| ”bﬁhé Senatgfhppropriaté&fsz million for purchase of four sections
of land in the South Cottonwood drainage of the Gallatin Range.
This area is the last drainage on the north side of the Range

which remains unlogged. It is a haven for wildlife and is
' NORTHHRJROCKESR;GK»%M.GﬁHCE
- 105 WL MAW-_S?IREE‘I‘._S&TE.__E..EBOZEMAN. M'_l_-'-59715
- (406) 585-1600"




rTess Proposal currently
31 be logged next year

ta ‘appropriated $180,000 for acquisition
-y, This property along the Big Hole
CURiver lnosouth y Montana is excellent habitat for bald

" eagles, turkeys, mule deer and waterfowl. Its tributary streams
-provide critical spawning habitat for the river's world famous

tisheries. Supported by sportsman’s groups, conservation
organizations and the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and
. ‘pParks this acquisition will prevent potential development which
. ‘could restrict access for hunting and fishing.

The Senate appropriated $200,000 for the Upper Missouri. This
area of spectacular cliffs and abundant wildlife is part of the
- Wild and Scenic Missouri. It contains important Native American
. -religious sites and provides a glimpse of the experience Lewis
" and Clark had during their landmark trip to the Northwest,

“Thank you fbr your attention toc the acquisitioﬁ needs of the
Northern Rockies. We appreclate the number of projects included
in the House and Senate versions of the Interior Appropriations

Tt )
RN - sincerely, —

(f1260
Michasl D. Scott

Ragional Director
Northern Rockies

cc:  Senator Max Baucus
Senator Conrad Burns
Represantative Pat Williams
Representative Ron Marlenee




THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY

The Honorable Sidney Yates, Chairman
Interior Subcommittee

Committee on Appropriations

United states House of Representatives
waghington, D.C. 20515

‘Dear Chairman Yates:

Don Hellman of our Washington office has recently provided you,
for use during Conference Committee, an overview of The
wilderness Society's priority Land and Water Conservation Fund
projects nationwide. As the Society's Northern Rockies Regional
Office, we would like to provide you with some supplemental
information on projects our region. Some of the projects ligted
' below were funded by the Senate, others by the House. We urge
the Conferees to appropriate funds for them all.

National Forest Lands

Flathead National F%regt - The House appropriated $1.5 million
for acquisition of land within the Flathead wild and Scenic River
corridor, adjacent ta Glacier Naticnal park. It is important
wolf, grizzly bear and elk habitat. There has been new interest
in oil and gas development on private lands in the River
corridor, thus making acquisitions critical. Proposed housing
development also threatens the area.

Ballatin National Forest - The House bill contained $3.5 million
for important winter range acquisition in the Upper Yellowstone
valley adiacent to Yellowstone National Park. These acguisitions
are critical to protect Yellowstone's elk, bison, antelope and
deer herds. Buying land in the Upper Yellowstone valley will
help alleviate the problems axperienced by the Park's wildlife

lagt winter.

.The Senaté appropriated $2 millibh'for purchase of four sections
of land in the Scuth Cottonwood drainage of the Gallatin Range.
This area is the last drainage on the north side of the Range
which remains unlogged. It is a haven for wildlife and is
NORTHERN ROCKIES REGIONAL OFFICE
105 W, MAIN STREET, SUITE E, BOZEMAN, MT 59715
' (406) 586-1600
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_included in our Glllgﬁih;kanq§_wilditnasl proposal currently

?'”ﬁhgbx.ucpnggg,g;;Igéﬁ;ggg@gzqnwoad,ﬂill be loggsd next year

o _Ris - The Senate appropriated $180,000 for acqguisition
" 'of the Hagenbarth property. This property along the Blig Hole
" "River in southwestern Montana is excellent habitat for bald
eagles, turkeys, mule deer and waterfowl. Its tributary streams
provide critical spawning habitat for the river's world famous
fisheries. Supported by sportsman's groups, conservation
organigations and the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and
Parks this acguisition will prevent potential development which
“could restrict access for hunting and fishing.

Upper Missouri

The Senate appropriated $200,000 for the Upper Missouri. This
area of spectacular cliffs and abundant wildlife is part of the
wild and Scenic Missouri. It containe important Native American
~ religious sites and provides a glimpse of the experience Lewis
‘and Clark had during th ir landmark trip to the Northwest.

Thank you for your attention to the acquisition needs of the
Northern Rockies. We appreciate the number of projects included
in the House and Senate versions of the Interior Appropriations
bill. - ‘

. Sincerely,

Michael D. Scott
Reglonal Director
Northern Rockies

cCc: Senator Max Baucus
Senater Conrad Burns
Representative Pat Williams
Representative Ron Marlenee
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egotiations more . Some soltions being hicked
- : mml mh‘
likely to succeed et the Forest Sesvice tad
~ry Pl Creek, or a federal porchase
than confrontation . B ek oca federn st
Land and Water Conservation
Boremaa to the southare s  Fund. . .
mosxic of cleazcuts and log- mmmmaﬂﬂt
ging roads, But there's one un- once the goverament gets in-
scarred volved, the process slows down.
where man to leave hin Phun Creek has waited most of the "
mark — South 1980¢ for Congress l}agprma
you. fand swap with the USFS in the
A stubbarn landowoe at theend  Porcupine Creek near Blg
kept the Focest Service st bay by land in the Gallatin Range with .
Tefusing to grant access across her s Fund money baven't
propesty, Bat as rosds have spidey-  Panned out either,
wrbbed in adjacenmt Hyalite and Plum Creek officials a3y they
Little Bear canyons, the head of want a fair and timely solution in
mmmc.:ﬁnm South Cottonwood.
becorse vulnersble to the chein- . Logging opponents should con-
saw, . : mmmmm:r—ﬂkh
Plum Creek lac. plans to Jog two  the feds. But they shoald sleo sit
sections of its private land in South  down at the bar table with
T 20 000,98 21 sltio that et boch
1990. A could be built J parties.
into the Fox Creek aection this Don Leal of the Politics] Eoom-
Residents of the canyon want to  Plum Creck couid sefl 2 conserve-
dﬂm g tian eesemnent 53 & way to preserve
m them - South 's natarad re-
not in my hackyard. But alt sources. An easement could com-
residents who cherish  peasate Plum Creek foe not
the acenery from their m-town ging at afl, or the company
s should care about what  agree (o logging at a reduced
in South Cottonwood. volume or anly i aress where
an'L 3 cane of - eTosion wolda't acour ~~ not on
u?«m&mmm uj-:m o the
on public anwas Konigsberg Montana
done seversl in the Land Refisnce adds that Plum
 Bovnn Coork drabn Croek could donate the timber and
Ptum Creek owny bed and give up its development and
timber in Sonth Haye ke a tax deduction for
Cre avs o bt Fhuen mmnﬁﬁ?&m private
m " * . i . 4y
S o i o il
public opposition to the loggiag to -~ entire value of the property s a.
persssde Plam Creek to its . deductios. ~ S
pixm. However, sherg exphainy,
Public conoern didn't stop Plum  under the awrrent fax structure
Creek from o its Jand in Jack  the deductions probably wouldn't
Croek near | and it‘wunkicsly  be worth as wuch 8 harvesting
that tactic will work i South . the timber, Plom Creek would
f. o have to mike any donation in
South Cottoowood ima  Seutk Cattrmwood largely asa
wmmm:{num 'wmmm'ﬂmi
ok i e vrk S et kot
yon. But e
cated they would consider a hea-  running ciest and the wildife
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Dave ang it Weiny, stznding nexi 1o Coticnwdnd Credl, ans ciner Cattonwaod Canyon residents er ifying i0 Drever

logamg on Fium Creek Timber Co. fanes lsnher up 1he

$-5-89

rzinage.

Group hopes to stop

Cottonwood campaign firm’s logging plans

By John BJARKO
Chronicle Staff Writer
campaign for puthic support to proiect the sl
Comonwoad Caryen drainage scuth of Sozeman from
roads end logging drew a ¢crowd of abuut 200 into 2
cramped metting room 1hursaay night. .

Concerned Citizens of Cottanmend, a recently organized
group of propie living in and aroung the cenyen, is triing 10
prevent Pium Creek Timber Co. {rom logging what the residents
call “the only remsining wiid plese left dlong the Gallatis Front™

The Cottorw ood cit2ens hope 10 sur wp enaugh supart
between now and 1his summer 1o conviate Prum Cresk, a
subndiary of Burknpion Feaources, (o postping roet-uiiiing
plans and sel! the 1and 1o 2 priveie lands LToleChon groug of
exchange lancs with the Forest Seevice.

Plem Creek's jocal timbertangs superiatendent, Dick Witk
s focay tME1 Tis COMPERY 18 Wiling (o rOnE duT @ redsluslie
parchzse dife: or Llher alledipleic s g the conihicy,

“We gl hzve 10 00 husinees, Bl we'TE wHLDg 10 tonkider 2

1
fair and Limely 2pprosch Ly TesGIE the szue,’” Witk sed,

. Canvor resident Norman Sirung sed Plam Creek, 2 nrivete
tmber cormpeny that hiained it¢ lands under the 1584 Reircad

Grant Act, plans toicg
tws key seclions i e

* drainape in 1990 and
1091, Road construction
from the Hyalite dhade
into Plum Creet’s Seclis
19, calied Sox Creek,
could begin i July, da-
pending on tha weither.
Plum Creek also hzs plar
to reach 18 Sestion 13,
nortbwest of Fox Creek,
by roads corming i from
the Bear Creek crainzge
10 the west,

‘s not ioo izl to
changs. The road is not
kit the area g not.
logged. Wsa all can
chang2 the coursa of
events in South
Cettonwood.”

- Louisa Willcox
Grealer Yaliowsione Coalition

"They have eveTy

right 10 7y 1o make 3 buch.” sand Strurg. & ield eduarior T

L 3ream megizine, He urged the audience 16 find af, e s DAty

oeeserve what he called Gallatin County's vestpaiet
rie3s .

"¢ not 160 12te to change,” Louisa Willzex ol the Gr

grone Cealition toid the crowd. "The read s not bt =

See COTTONWQOD, page 8
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" attaaweod Canyon is casy for s passing mokorist 1o veiss
" uniess the driver is leaking for It

N
i “timbered ares miles beyond syasight from their caoyon hornea,
' hﬂﬂﬁliﬂﬂn&lmmod&eddwmn.muﬂﬁuhm
ummmmmtmmmm

’l -4 Créek Timbes Co., which owna sbout 7,600 acres ia 2

Residents want canyon left alone

mmimaﬁmhmmgmmm'&mamam
Gath:inhhnéphmlobnildaméhto&rlim 19, an ared
snows s Fax Creek. Once the road is built, Plum Creek can

, wanongne .
ciCCan’s they tekve some things alone?” teticed rencher Dave

Wohwuhddoria;mmgrﬂwmhhmnthemmhdm

CaNyon. . .
mmmwc.mmmmmmmumu
3 wbemlmybuuﬂnaneﬁtingnnd:.'\‘hwm
mtmddhmwwﬂdlﬂeudlwm-mhlm
i[thmhhgginglurmuwmeduiup.
- “R's jost & Liny Titcla spot in their operations,” Katheyn "Kit”
Wohynid,“mumnfmmmw.lhey"ﬁmhwi they
logged itot Rot, .
"IwmumCreﬂOwtld'tnwusi\mmﬁuhm." ‘
Ac:cutothe?n&ukmhuwbem&duwghm :
!{yﬂitednhgeulhtkﬁmdrﬁmeunmwmm,md
mlemwdenjmdudmd:mwhmhnd.Hmydtbe

See CANYON, page 8
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canyon ¥ f tives 9
residents don’ trade between the Forest 'le&mm;ﬂmus}‘ Dick VanAusdol. who
the mnmut.‘:ntggw Mm_ and Pl Creek aven Cruummmgdunm the mﬁa Lhat;l&enu
eeber what it Jooks fike. " though the federal goverament - 1961 fami\ym:a";u;w#
2 "h‘sﬁndohpuk.immm 'alrw:mld_loﬂhumhmighthc mqoumwwdrwm m‘:?u'ﬁﬂhﬂ iy
ammmimm"u easiet o permusde the govern- were hoping Fox kad bougit there !
'thyuld.Mweqbodr-m mlnthll'm_lwiﬂf-l;ﬂg mt:tn hitmmmtm r M‘m_ A
wﬂohunid:prondo{itm pany 10 stop logaing aa arca, neaa bl ‘o m‘h::mmh::i
Fou(‘.'ruknumdmnndjmﬂ meC;ukwli»vnhm . the residents tawhe .
wlmmdmmuwﬂmd tha boundaries of the Hystite- Hesidents ke the m'wmbtdmmmm
lnmmcuymruidenuml Paccupine-] Horn Wikder- artists Bob and Gennie has seen i .4
wemwmwwm . mmm.umuum ue_ngwerndun_am ommm hhnmnu
mwmaigriuuw pro\ec’tit!:omw‘mu buiiding and logging mbv iy
b it e gl Prard b runclf i the regznememdthek:
smmmmm Andez- m;ime_wwm;m m‘mmgkﬁlﬁsh?n e e

adttded in the canyun . Phum Creelt poszibl ~This whule canyoa

““'mummmm taised an easement from the <r very {ragde, he said.
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‘of the South Cottonwood azea,
whick was complered as part of -
iFiurn Croek’s zequest for an
‘easamant scroxe naticnal forest
“amd to its land it Fox Creek.

C . Wiklcox called the agsesament “old

‘s defisent”

. Gallstin Forest spokesmap im
Sanders sid Yodep the Focest
Zarvica wil review the aaees-
meat (o make sare it sddresyed

_ the isroes, But, Sandars said, the |

- beiarg biologins,

cannot e exchanged without a3~
proval fram Congress.

“We will take any propossl

foosly,” Dennex said, adding .
that the Forast Secvice has to
evalute afl the tradestfs of aTand -
exchange “Plam Creek would .

want 1o scquine ather

ﬂm“rkhﬁghmm

The audience that trowded into

 the-sute Fish, Widife and Parks

e mins afinsion
! to plants,
m&mmﬁ«mme
huia%h:hemcmuhud_
South .

Festern portions of the drain-
age sang the Bear Creek divida
O oren Service, o

An Zssocists professer of peol
m-JilﬂSnbmm.nidFmM
Service studies thow fands in Fox
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See TIMBER, page 8
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ouUR OPIRION

Cottonwood land buy

* Responsive logging
company, grassroots
effort paying off

Jocal effort to save South
ttopwood Canyon from the

chainsaw seems assured now that
the Senate has appropriated $2
millio for a federal hand buy there.

The Senate late last week stuck
the money into the Interior De-
partment appropriations bill. The
easure ROW goes 1o a joint

) It'amaﬁonedeﬂret.hmthe'

conference committee toiron out -

differences between the Senate
and House versions.

ing the $2 million stays

fninct the Soch Cononmond o
fort is & rare example of citizen
ment action.

aﬂmwﬁmmrnw
- to raad and log its lands in
apper South Cottonwood starting
this summer, Damage to etk and -
other wildlife and to the trout
fisbery in Cottonwood Creek was
among their conceras.

After holding a public mesting,

* the Cottonwood folis were able to

~ sally support from Bozeman resi-
, dents and envisonmentalists who
wanted to protect the last un-
Wogged drainage oc the Galatin
Front. .
The coalition, Concerned Citi~
. sens for Cottmw‘g:d, hokeg:‘;
ways (o acquire the tracts
‘Pl Creek, including conserea-
tion easements, land swaps and
outright purchase. -

Theis letter-writing campaign
resulted in tmore than 250 mes-
sages to Montana’s delegation.
According to CCC spoliesman

* Norm Strung, even conservative
\

for ita Belgrade sawmi

. Roo Marlenee supports the
RC:tptonwwdpurch;u.
For ity part, Plum Creek agroed
to deay buiking rond snd bgging

about a half year's

company vice president says the
deal is worth it for Plum Creek to
gain the trust of recreationists and
canyon residents.

The company estisnated the fair




For further information contact;

Neorman Strung, President
Concerned Citizens for Cottonwood
13830 Cottonwood Canyon
Bozeman, Montana 5%715

(406) 763-4215

Doug Rand, Secretary,
Concerned Citizens for Cottonwood
37 W. Main
Bozeman, Montana 59715

(406} 587-8252
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