
 

May 12, 2025 

 

Michael Downs 

8510 Mendenhall Loop Road 

Juneau, AK  99801 

RE: Herbert Glacier Cabin #67953 

 

Dear Mr. Downs: 

 

The proposed Herbert River Cabin is an outstanding opportunity to develop outdoor recreation infrastructure 
to meet the demands of the public and mission objectives of the Tongass National Forest.   

This project meets the goals of the Forest Service Sustainable Cabins Strategy. It supports opportunities 
suited to current socioeconomic conditions that make fly-in cabins cost-prohibitive; it increases availability 
for in-demand cabin experiences beginning from community road systems; and it establishes a cabin in a 
location identified as preferred by the public. A cabin here will also offer expanded year-round recreational 
opportunities; expanded opportunities to connect to other Tongass trails and cabins' winter recreation; 
hunting; and scenic opportunities.  

We are concerned about the potential impact to the recreational experience in the Herbert River by the 
proposed Amalga mine. If the Forest Service advances this project, the mine and its associated helicopters, 
drilling, explosives, and potentially trucking will likely impair all of the scenic and recreation values of the 
Herbert River — including but not limited to hiking, trail running, biking, paddling, angling, and gathering wild 
foods. Waste tailings from the ore will likely impact the wild salmon in the Herbert River and Windfall Lake 
system. This watershed is recognized in the 2016 Forest Plan as one of the Tongass 77 Watersheds due to its 
wild salmon and recreational values. The area supports multiple uses and local benefits. The extraction of a 
small amount of gold to then bury in bank vaults is not worth the tradeoffs.  

We are excited by the prospect to use this cabin and dismayed by the prospect that the Forest Service might 
also allow a mine to operate right across the river. Please move forward with the Herbert River Cabin and stop 
the advancement of the proposed Amalga mine.  

Sincerely, 

 



David Mckenna 

Juneau, AK 99801 
 

 Rosemary Slotnick 

Juneau, AK 99801 
 

 Elizabeth Flory 

Juneau, AK 99801 
 

 Brenda Johnson 

Juneau, AK 99801 
 

Karen Wilson 

Juneau, AK 99801 
 

 John Lang 

Juneau, AK 99801 
 

 Breanna Walker 

Juneau, AK 99801 
 

 Kimberly Nesbitt 

Juneau, AK 99801 
 

Annie Goodenough 

Juneau, AK 99801 
 

 Nancy Waterman 

Juneau, AK 99802 
 

 Jason Hass 

Juneau, AK 99801 
 

 Honalee Elkan 

Juneau, AK 99801 
 

Cam Gordon 

Anchorage, AK 99507 
 

 Claudia Jacobson 

Soldotna, AK 99669 
 

 Lin Davis 

Juneau, AK 99801 
 

 Jan Crichton 

Juneau, AK 99801 
 

Mark Jacobson 

Soldotna, AK 99669 
 

 Constance Markis 

Anchorage, AK 99504 
 

 Elizabeth Dubovsky 

Anchorage, AK 99516 
 

 Melissa Lewis 

Douglas, AK 99824 
 

Lila Johnson 

Homer, AK 99603 
 

 R Gordy Vernon 

Homer, AK 99603 
 

 Mel Izard 

Juneau, AK 99801 
 

 Chelsea Finch 

Juneau, AK 99801 
 

Elizabeth Harmuth 

Kasilof, AK 99610 
 

 Kimberly Eisenstein 

Juneau, AK 99801 
 

 Alexandra Gorbacheva 

Juneau, AK 99801 
 

 Philip Buettel 

Juneau, AK 99801 
 

Courtney Wetzstein 

Juneau, AK 99803 
 

 Stephan Donovan 

Oro Valley, AZ 85737 
 

 Betty Winholtz 

Morro Bay, CA 93442 
 

 Vic Bostock 

Altadena, CA 91001 
 

Jl Angell 

Rescue, CA 95672 
 

 John Oda 

San Francisco, CA 
94115 
 

 Stacie Charlebois 

Sebastopol, CA 95472 
 

 Tina Ann 

Bolinas, CA 94924 
 

Aj Cho 

San Leandro, CA 
94579 
 

 Jacob Resneck 

Monte Rio, CA 95462 
 

 Del Stiewert 

Colorado Springs, CO 
80918 
 

 Kathryn Rose 

Denver, CO 80205 
 

Charlie Burns 

Norwalk, CT 06850 
 

 Steven Andrychowski 

New Britain, CT 06051 
 

 Carol Collins 

Dover, DE 19904 
 

 Mary Johnson 

Edgewater, FL 32132 
 

Michele Laporte 

Lakeland, FL 33803 
 

 Jane Wiley 

Tampa, FL 33624 
 

 Barb Morrison 

Clearwater, FL 33764 
 

 Nancy Neumann 

Clearwater, FL 33756 
 

Jerry Banks 

Decatur, GA 30030 
 

 Chuck Dusing 

Council Bluffs, IA 
51503 
 

 Allison Fradkin 

Northbrook, IL 60062 
 

 Jennifer Smith 

Chicago, IL 60660 
 

Linda Luke 

Van Buren Twp, MI 
48111 
 

 Karen Walker 

Cohasset, MN 55721 
 

 Margaret Guilfoy Tyler 

Saint Louis, MO 63122 
 

 Nellie Medlin 

Holly Springs, MS 
38635 
 Stacey Cannon 

Salisbury, NC 28146 
 

 Heide Coppotelli 

Cedar Mountain, NC 
28718 
 

 Michael Brandes 

Fort Lee, NJ 07024 
 

 Ron Faich 

Albuquerque, NM 
87112 
 



Derek Gendvil 

Las Vegas, NV 89117 
 

 John Keiser 

New York, NY 10009 
 

 Naomi Klass 

Bethel, NY 12720 
 

 Michael Madden 

New City, NY 10956 
 

Scott Korman 

Floral Park, NY 11005 
 

 Jackie Stolfi 

Massapequa Park, NY 
11762 
 

 Vicki Wheeler 

Deshler, OH 43516 
 

 Dan Morgan 

Eugene, OR 97405 
 

Noelle Edwards 

Butte Falls, OR 97522 
 

 Robert Bergan 

Pottsville, PA 17901 
 

 Sandra Mease-Bergan 

Pottsville, PA 17901 
 

 Mark Levin 

Plymouth Meeting, PA 
19462 
 Michael Lombardi 

Levittown, PA 19054 
 

 Sandy Mcneal 

Upper Chichester, PA 
19014 
 

 L M 

Cypress, TX 77433 
 

 Chris R 

Dallas, TX 75231 
 

Trigg Wright 

Spring, TX 77379 
 

 Rylee Jensen 

West Point, UT 84015 
 

 Pat Mace 

Spotsylvania, VA 
22553 
 

 Erika Ensminger 

Port Townsend, WA 
98368 
 Christina Davis 

Spanaway, WA 98387 
 

 Harry Gerecke 

Vashon, WA 98070 
 

 Virgene Link-New 

Anacortes, WA 98221 
 

 Patricia Coffey 

Langley, WA 98260 
 

Ann Unertl 

Janesville, WI 53548 
 

 Daniel Rewolinski 

Milwaukee, WI 53207 
 

    

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       


