Lava Restoration Project #67425


This letter is in response to the Lava Restoration Project #67425 for the spring of 2025.
As stated in this Scoping, thousands of acres in this project need time sensitive attention.
Removing Hazard Trees
Removing Salvageable Fire Trees
[bookmark: _Hlk193052835]Repair & Maintenance of Damaged Roads & Trails Infrastructure
[bookmark: _Hlk193054061]Reforestation & Revegetation of Burnt Forest & Non-Forest Areas
[bookmark: _Hlk193121164]Repair Infrastructure For Grazing Allotments

Removing Hazard Trees
Hazard Trees need to be removed from roads & trails to help protect everyone using this area. Private landowners, recreationists, anglers & hunters, grazing permitee’s and forest workers. When possible these hazard trees need to be converted to salvageable logs! This work needs to be done by contractors from the Adams County, Gem County, Valley County & Washington County Areas.

Removing Salvageable Fire Trees
Salvageable Fire Trees need to be removed as soon as possible. This is to ensure maximum profit & also to get as many burnt trees as possible out of the forest before the bugs move in. The more burnt trees left in the forest, the more bugs get established. After these bugs come in for the fire killed trees they quickly move on to healthy trees & the vicious circle of Forest Fires really gets out of hand! This work needs to be done by contractors from the Adams, Boise, Gem, Valley & Washington County areas.

Repair & Maintenance of Damaged Roads & Trails Infrastructure
The roads & trails that are fire damaged in this scoping need repaired as soon as possible to keep damage to a minimum. Also, once these roads & trails are repaired, they need to be continued to be kept under observation in the future for more damage from these fires. This includes mud & snow slides, washouts & more hazard trees. In the past the Forest Service has always walked away from damages that are caused by Fires after the first or second year following a fire. Mud & snowslides, washouts and more hazard trees keep coming years after a fire and are a direct result of fires. The Forest Service has just walked away from these hazardous conditions in the years following a fire in the past. This needs to stop & the Forest Service needs to take ownership of these hazards in the years following a fire. It is long overdue! This work needs to be done by contactors from the State of Idaho.

Reforestation & Revegetation of Burnt Forest & Non-Forest Areas
Many acres of burnt ground can & should be reforested. Many acres in the lower elevations (including Big Game wintering areas) can & should be revegetated. This needs to be done with natural trees & vegetation, preferably ones that are at least partially drought resistant. This work needs to be done by contractors from the State of Idaho.

Repair Infrastructure For Grazing Allotments
All infrastructure for grazing allotments lost during this fire needs to be replaced or repaired. This includes (but is not limited to) stock tanks, waterlines, corrals, loading and unloading facilities & fencing. All fencing that is replaced or repaired should be built using Idaho Department of Fish & Game fencing recommendations. This work needs to be done by contractors from the State of Idaho.

All work on the repairs of this scoping action need to be let to local contractors whenever possible!

After the initial years of repair, no roads or trails that were open to the public before these fires should be closed to public use. The Forest Service has a habit of closing access after a fire & not opening the access back up after repairs to the forest. This needs to stop!

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this scoping!




