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February 5, 2025

To Mr. John Sinclair,

The Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department (VFWD) is submitting comment regarding concerns that the Deerfield ADLS Construction Permit will result in negative impacts to black bear use of the concentrations of bear scarred American beech habitat that exist within and surrounding the proposed project location.

The Deerfield Wind Energy Project (DWEP) exists within some of the largest remaining concentrations of bear scarred beech in southern Vermont. Concentrations of bear scarred beech are considered necessary habitat for black bears in Vermont and provide a key food source not only for bears, but for many species in this ecosystem. As I’m sure you will recall, VFWD opposed the location of DWEP due to concerns over the magnitude of direct and indirect impacts this project would have on black bears. This position, in part, resulted in a study to evaluate the impacts of DWEP on black bear habitat use and movements, referred to as the Deerfield Wind Black Bear Study. It’s worth noting that the VFWD could not have completed this study without the support and collaboration of our good friends and partners at the Green Mountain National Forest.

Although data analysis for the Deerfield Wind Black Bear Study is ongoing, preliminary results from radio collared black bears indicate DWEP negatively impacted bear habitat selection and movements during the construction and operation of the wind facility. Prior to DWEP construction, black bears in this area were most often selecting beech habitat at higher elevations and their movements were most often indicative of foraging behaviors; however, after the facility began operation, bears shifted their selection of beech to lower elevations and spent more time traveling in these areas instead of foraging. 

Further, remote cameras were used to monitor the presence and activity of bears in relation to DWEP. A series of cameras were placed in the area that surrounds the now proposed southern ADLS tower infrastructure. These cameras regularly detected black bears along with moose, bobcats, coyotes, white-tailed deer, and snowshoe hare. Although analysis has not yet occurred to determine if the presence of these species changed in relation to DWEP, the amount of detections raises concern that additional infrastructure may impede wildlife use of this area.

In summary, preliminary results from the Deerfield Wind Black Bear Study support VFWD’s designation of concentrations of bear scarred beech as necessary habitat for bears. These results indicate that DWEP has negatively impacted black bear use of the remaining habitats. VFWD is concerned that the proposed ADLS construction project will: a) result in additional loss of beech habitat and b) will increase the footprint of DWEP and therefore potentially extend the area of avoidance in the remaining habitats adjacent to the wind facility. 

We value the collaborative relationship between the Green Mountain National Forest and VFWD and welcome an opportunity to discuss alternatives or adjustments to the proposed project that would minimize or eliminate impacts to bear habitat. 


Sincerely,
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Chris Bernier
Wildlife Scientist IV,
Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department
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                                           Conserving fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the people of Vermont.
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