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Michael Feiger, Ranger
Cabinet District, Kootenai National Forest					January 31, 2025
Comment on Grouse Reach Project
The Kootenai Forest Stakeholders Collaborative appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Grouse Reach stream restoration project on the Cabinet District of the Kootenai National Forest. This proposed project follows three previous stream restoration projects which have been completed on the Vermillion River in recent years. 
Our assessment, and the assessments of various resource experts, are that previous projects have been effective and successful in meeting project goals. Results of the previous projects include reducing sediment in the river, improving spawning habitat for Bull Trout and other species, and stabilizing the riparian area.
Riparian stability has been enhanced by re aligning stream channels, creating more sinuous streambeds, connecting floodplain areas, planting riparian vegetation, and installing large woody structures to help de-energize floodwaters and protect stream banks.
The recent and planned restoration projects have our full support. We appreciate the KNF’s work to protect and improve the condition of the Vermillion River and its valuable habitat for fish and wildlife.
The Kootenai Forest Stakeholders Collaborative was founded in 2006. Our mission is to help craft solutions for public lands management by representing diverse values and providing a venue for productive, inclusive conversations between the Forest Service and the community. Our stakeholders’ collaborative is comprised of a diverse community of forest users, hunters, hikers, loggers, timber industry representatives, conservationists, business owners, local governments, educators, and citizens at large. For more information, see
https://www.kootenaifuture.org/ 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Tim Dougherty			Doug Ferrell
Tim Dougherty				Doug Ferrell
 Co-chairman, KFSC			Co-chairman, KFSC
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