Nancy Hilding
President
Prairie Hills Audubon Society
P.O. Box 788
Black Hawk, SD 57718
January 13th, 2025
phas.wsd@rapidnet.com,
605-787-6466

Fort Project, 
Bearlodge Ranger District, 
P.O. Box 680, 
Sundance, WY 82729.
 https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=67343

RE: Fort Project

Dear Forest Service,

We regret that we have not set aside enough time to submit substantive comments by January 13th scoping deadline. We hope to submit more comments later for continued scoping.

We care very much about preserving rare animals and plants and rare plant communities.  We care about protection of scenery and want new SMS analysis to be done. We areas of importance to cultural heritage. We care about protecting relatively wild and pristine appearing landscapes. We care about protecting back country recreation areas and reducing and removing roads.  We support beaver dam analog creation.  We care about protecting old growth. We care about protecting large diameter pine trees and providing enough existing and future snags.   We care about the large piles of dead tree debris and how after burning of the piles, there is still a large scar on the land from sticks laying about and weeds. 

We care about protecting mixed stands – which have very high abundance of bird species, especially if  near water.  This adds to the birding resource on the forest. 
 
We fear that  BHNF is overcutting the Black Hills, logging at a not sustainable rate and hope you will discuss how this timber sale will impact the overlogging of the BHNF. 

As I said above, we hope to send more comments later.

Thanks,


Nancy Hilding
President
Prairie Hills Audubon Society


