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Introduction 

This document .summaiizsffanatysis-cQn,duet¢d:w:;;ing forest Inventory tmd .Analysis 
-(FIA)data to estimate the;: pera>ntage of old growth on forested lands in tneNorthem 
Region ahQ on NE;1.dona1 Forests· Jn:the Northern :Region, 

Overview of FIA 

The hatior'i"al. Fot1.?st Inventory and Analysis (FIA) program.·pr,ovi~es a congressionally 
n:i~nqatf;ld, stpthrtfcaliy..:basedl confinu(?usJnven\ory of the. forest resourc:a$ of .the Urlited 
States~ Since 1'930, th.e FIA program ·has been-adm·· ' • ' -
E>~~. _. _ 1. • , • 1 _ r:na. e_s.1i adminii:;trativ.ely .irid.:,pend~nt 
fromtr:ie National Forest.System. _The-lnjerlorWeS.t Forest lnvemOrY.:and Aoatysis work 
unit,-·headqoartere~ at the-.USFS ~ocky Mountai.n Resear.(;1'1 Statkm in.Ogden, .Utah 
oversees th.~ ·,FtA lnventory·in RagiO_ri .1, More. lriformati.bn on iW-FIA ·js avamable on the 
Internet ·at: 'http~/NvwwJs.-ted.us/rm/ogdenfsitemapiindex.shtrnL • .. 

FIA inventory destgn is b~se.d .9n a: .. nati:on~I bex~gon • ofinventory ptqts. Data is 
collecle~. ori al[·forest~d. R6.ctions ()f the pl9ts1 thr,oughoufJhe LJri,tf:d States, regardless 
of own.ership. FlA .pr:otocofs s~ecify satnpfe plotlpc;a.tjoo within this-hexagonafi;1r19. • 
Data coilecdon standar-ds are·strictly contm.lled oy-FrA ·protpcol$. Then~ample design 



Table 2: Northern Regionancl individualNafionaFForest estimates of percent of 

NOrthern 
Reaion 
B,eavoe:rhead­
Oeerlodge 
Bitterroot 
ldaho 
Panhc1ndte 
Clearwater 
Custer 
Flathead 
Gallatin 
Helena 
Kootenai 
Lewis & Clark 
Lolo 
Nez Perce 

13.5%. 128% 

20.5% 
12.5% ·10.0% 

11.8% 9.6% 
9.4% 7.3% 

10,1'% 6.4% 
10.1% 8:2% 
25,5% 21.7% 
10.9% 7.8% 

8.8% 7.do/o 
13.3% 10.6% 

9.5% 7.6% 
14.4% 11.8% 

14)2% 3883 3423 

25A% 547 442 
15.3% 252 226 

14.0% 413 397 
11,8% 305 300 
14:1% 195 105 
12:0% 382 338 
29.3% 2$5 223 
14.:1% 149 138 
10.7% 370 352 
16.2% 299 267 
11.4% 347 327 
172% 339 308 

Distribution of Old Growth Within Individual National Forests 

Using FIA data, the same methodology can also be used to estimate the percent old 
growth on medium to large geographiG areas, tandscapes, or watersheds Within 
individu91 National Forests. Estimates oJ old growth across these areas provide a 
means for examining the distribution of old growth within a National Forest. Reports for 
individual National Forests provide this watershed or landsGape,..Jevel information. In 
·order to.obtain reliable estimates of old growth With meaningful confidenteliniits, ·the 
landscape areamust belarge enough toencompass•a reasonable number of FIA plots. 
Becau-se ofthe resoluUon 9{the FIA data, it should not be used for estimateSwithin a 
_project-area as there are seldom enough plots to deMve estimates of old growth.with 
AA¥ §Ort ofreliabjlity ' ' 

R~lati_onship to Forest Maps of Allocated Old Growth Stands, and 
Project-level Mapping • • 

BrOad .. level astimates of old growth are intendecf to be tJsed in c~mjunction with project .. 
level estimates arid assoch~ted map~ and; maps of. stan.ds allocated to old growth • 
manag~ment by a Na:tiorial Forests; These broad-level estimates .are ihtended to allow 
land managers to assess foresta.plan t:orqpli~nce anq to ~et the contextfor the maps bf 


