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Hello,
A submittal for the USFS solicitation for comment regarding scoping. Included within is a pool of concern, consideration, and consensus… aspects of environmental review.  An encompassing term.

NOTE: Read Through Or Narration  Roughly 45 Minutes.

Reference:
Mission Statement Of The United States Forest Service:  'Is to maintain the health, diversity, and productivity of the country's forests and grasslands for the benefit of current and future generations.'
 
Associated Adage:  'The US Forest Service manages and protects natural resources on National Forest System lands.'
 
The US Forest Service Moto:  'Caring For The Land and Serving People.’

Singular these statements speak of duty through task. Combined, they are compelling statement.




Some Backfill:
There have been several US Forest Service paths of firefighting and management strategies over the last 100 years. Some interesting dates and happenings are paraphrased here from internet research.  No intent of context or accuracy abnormalities.

• 1891 Congress passed legislation for presidential authority to establish forest reserves.
• 1908 Creation of the Boise National Forest. Earlier part of the Payette National and Sawtooth National Reserves.
• 1933 The Civilian Conservation Corp was established April 5th by executive order of President Roosevelt. 3 billion dollars for program funding being appropriated by Congress. Part of the New Deal putting young single men to work during the great depression.
Many coming from the eastern US  came west where most of this work was building early infrastructure on public lands. By July 1 there were over 1,400 man camps and a workforce over 300,000. Workers earned 30 dollars monthly, including 25 dollars being sent home to families.

• Mid 1930s- Several heavy fire years led to suppression urgency. Forces of men within the CCC began building fire lookouts, fire breaks, roads and fighting fires. The historical log building complex earlier part of the Southern Idaho Timber Protective Association, just south of Cougar Mountain Lodge, was built by the CCC.
• 1935 The 10am policy was established. This decreed that every fire should be suppressed by 10 am the day following initial report. There was a near obsession with controlling large wildfire for decades.

• 1939 A substantial portion of CCC worker effort was redirected to defense  department needs. The US was aligned with manufacturing and other allied support.
• 1942 The CCC program was closed as WWII escalated. US engagement in the war began after the attack on Pearl Harbor. 200 million dollars was returned to the US Treasury.
• 1960 Research indicated a positive role of fire within forest ecology. 
• 1970 Policy shifted to let-it burn of natural-caused fires in designated areas, wilderness included.

• 1976 The Forest Management Act requires national forests or grasslands managed by the Forest Service to develop and maintain effective land management.
• 1989 Lowman Fire of nearly 48,000 acres.
• 1990 Saw a developing wildland-urban interface. 
• 2015 Fire suppression cost ballooned to more than 50% of USFS budget.
• 2016 Pioneer Fire of 180,000 acres.
• 2018 Consolidated Appropriations Act created a stand alone disaster fund for federal firefighting agencies. At that time the fund provided up to nearly 3 billion dollars in additional disaster funding annually.
• 2021 The USDA predicted that wildfire fighting would account for up to 2/3 of the USFS budget.
• 2022 The USFS spent over 3 billion dollars on fire suppression. According to the agency if wildfire management and funding are not addressed in a systematic manner, wildfire suppression costs are expected to rise to 67% of the agencies total budget by 2025. For those counting, that particular year arrives shortly, the fire season soon to follow.

An Excerpt From Exterior Source:
‘The USFS says it needs funds to do what it does best, manage forests. But the agency is caught in a downward spiral of decreased budgets and staffing for management activities outside of wildfire suppression, ultimately resulting in increased risk of megafires.’
An Alarming Reality Is That Fire Suppression Has Become A Progressively Unsustainable Practice . Responsible logging practice is an answer to fuel load and other forest realities of today. Always has been. Course correction through the rearview mirror. End Excerpt.
 
The United States Forest Service, (fiscal year 2024), over 9 billion dollars in appropriations), a Federal agency operating within the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The USDA is an executive department (fiscal year 2024 appropriations of 437 billion dollars), has an abundance of Federal authority and plenty of resource muscle at disposal. Even so, the overall health and condition of our mountainous resources are, degraded at best.  Fire destruction current day is rampant. Suppression efforts are herculean,  expenditure is colossal.  Impact from these conflagrations screams out for a return to better manner and methods,  soon.
 
Referenced is the September 17th 2024, release with Idaho Governor Brad Little in legislative chamber. His laconic statement during a raging fire season, is viewable on the Governors FB page and local main news outlets across the Treasure Valley. Also shared by a few legislators, and possibly an official record within chamber. Reasoning supports firm position of the Governor, and enumerable others, on imperative need for effective management of Federal lands, the Boise National Forest included. The term management is very encompassing, as is the term  effective.
 


Extensive repairs are most certainly needed regarding fire damage upon the Boise. Also from subsequent events related to the overall, numerous event, 2024 fire season. With inclusion, previous fire seasons damage as well. As established, the USFS proclamation  is to hold forest value for Greater America. A return to effectively managing,  physically,   manually…. is a prerequisite. Operating as a managing bureaucracy is destroying our forested areas, failing Current and Future Generations.

Repair And Other Activities Should Adhere To Best Practices Or Industry Standards,  And In Reasonably Expedient Timeline. 

Given onset of weather and also winter at elevation prior control measures, there will likely be escalating damages upon the landscape- many evident later, requiring address, commonly years in duration. Bug infestation being only one.

• Concern Regarding Prescribed Burn •
Prescribed burn can be aligned with subsequent bug activity in fire or heat stressed trees near burn perimeters. This in turn fosters disease, later infestation in non-target areas. A spread of infestation is aligned with recurring cycle of dying & dead timber. A thorough and inclusive risk analysis… including bugs… should identify prescribed burn treatment of identifiable areas, as low value/high risk. Manual/mechanical thinning, stacking, grubbing, mastication, regulated slash piling/burning are well worth rounded consideration in period-specific manner.

Manual treatment strategies such as both commercial,  and non-commercial thinning, have considerable upside over prescribed burn treatment by not fostering bug infestation. Manual operations can help effect mosaic treatment, retain the value of carbon capture and oxygen production through a controlled landscape, verses thermal disturbance and secondary issues associated with prescribed burn.  Burn treatment many times leads to vast burn overage and suppression needs.

In addition manual/mechanical scope is a jobs creator- often sustainable jobs over time, not emergency jobs of compressed time. Mechanical work is commonly a career starter, prevalent in contractor services. Regardless of chosen career path,  crafts experience can help put food on the table, fuel in the rig, and keep a roof over one’s head in downturned economy. The pandemic has emphasized resilience in essential services jobs. Trade based or service sector employment, and local dollar circulation are aspects of community economics. 


Especially valuable in rural or small communities located across the Boise National Forest, and more. Many of which suffered season ending impacts from wildfire. Lower elevation areas accessible early, needing repair and/or manual/mechanical treatment will present heavy pressure on an already resource beleaguered Forest Service system. Planning and execution will be tantamount. Small crew man camps may be beneficial for such operations, even accommodating contractor crews. Possibly repeated tours of ten days on, four days off, with ten hour shifts.

There are likely hard to access, rugged areas where helicopter operations or support are needed. We digress to other pages for related content.

There is growing consensus in our mountainous areas, certainly the BNF, that  DO NOT VIEW  prescribed burn treatment as preferred, much less best practice. More like a cheap industry standard- not to be confused with inexpensive. We digress to other pages for related content.

Address, Repair, Application:  Erosion, Silting, Debris Flow, Wash Outs. Blow Outs, Rock Fall, Tree Fall, Hang Hazards, Plugged Culverts, Undersize Culverts, Ground Fire Sub-Surface Voids. Rock Bedding Of Culvert Inlet Bells, Outlet Drops, Steep Shoulders And Needed Slopes. Large Aggregate Rip Rap, Terracing, Contouring, Sediment Logs Or Straw Waddling.
 
Address, Repair, Application:  Impacted Bridges & Crossings. Ranging, Habitat, Migratory and Spawning Loss. Innumerable Hazards, Roads, Motorized And Non-Motorized Trail Systems. Grade And Drainage Orientations. Blue Chipping of Road Surfaces. Crafted retention bulkhead or buttress needs.

Address, Repair Application:  Fostering Of Invertebrate, Fish, Bird and Animal Species. Control Of Invasive Species. Summer And Winter Range.

Address, Repair, Application:  Terrain, Watersheds, Reforestation, Application Of Appropriate Ground Cover Conducive To History, Area Wildlife And Shared Usage. Streams And Other Water Sources To Natural And/Or Serviceable Condition.



Address, Repair, Application:  Damages Resulting From Forest Service Lack Of Funding Forwarded To Local Counties & Private Landowners For Repair To County, Private & FS Roads From Washed Out Culverts, Landslides And Other Damages From Denuded Slopes From Recent  AND Past Forest Events. 

Also, the US Forest Service,  as the entity charged, authorized, funded~ with the care of National Forest Lands, has responsibility for impact of major bug activity on Forest Service lands, moving to other lands infecting weakened AND healthy trees post forest fires AND
National Forest prescribed burns. These bugs move in after fires infecting, and killing more trees yet. Effecting recurrence, continuance of immediate and subsequent fire risk, many times fire destruction… fire after fire, after fire, after fire. Existing burn scar has sometimes slowed fire intensity of recurring fire because of less standing  fuel. However the non harvested fire-logs, earlier a viable product and revenue source, are now a fallen fuel, mixed with surface growth.

Address of the 2024 fire impact, should be aligned with address of damage from past fire activity in area. Crafted comments from infilling personnel of the USFS over the decades are not compelling, they are increasingly  hollow. Even insulting by continuance of. There are past dues- a reconciliation monetarily, and socially are not only called for, but quite delinquent. 

NOTE:  There exists an expanse of folks knowing the eastern flank of West Mountain in Valley County. This includes the more southern end being regarded as the Asbestos Forest.  Aspects of this terminology are indeed, at a minimum, things listed as called out above. One can determine that the Boulder Fire ignition area lies within this accurate moniker. As is weeks of a moderate burn.

 A retarded burn may be fair description compared to increasingly intensity of burn further north and west. Eventually becoming a wind driven firestorm that threatened the developed area on west side of Cascade Reservoir north to nearly Anderson Creek and also the community of Cascade on the east side of the reservoir.

The moderate burn area is composed of managed lands, shared-use and private, including timber sales, grazing, dispersed camping and more. Access, and effectively managing this area bolstered a natural resilience as described above- a textbook example. Increased fire intensity forced evacuation protocol involving homes, cabins, commerce, a golf course, infrastructure, and other investments private and public.

None of this comment is intended as a slight to surface, air and ancillary suppression commitment. This is stated as descriptive of a largely natural setting,  at least tolerant of fire behavior through the generations. 

Comprising the Asbestos Forest there is, has been, a population of huge, mature piss fir. These trees, sponges in effect, help hold ground moisture, and other, within tree structure, and a large diameter at tree base, including area of widespread root system. This led to marshy, spongy areas that many places became wallows, even bogs frequented by diverse wildlife population. This terrain contributed to a moisturized coolness, also a seemingly  light dimming effect under the canopy. Many have likely walked amongst these trees, over these spongy areas, looked around and wondered out loud. If you're one, or have sunk a chainsaw into a downed one, or hoped to hump exceedingly heavy firewood rounds onto a tailgate.... well, here's a rendering. 
 
In later years, many of these trees have been harvested as logging perimeters changed. Some were also girdled, left for standing dead, a wildlife tree manually effected. Current day there is reduction in these big tree sponges, effectively reducing fire tolerance of the area. Missteps per the rearview mirror.  
 
Much Appreciation To The Knowledgeable Fella In Yellow Pine That Has Helped Bring Clarity Of The Asbestos Forest, Awareness Of More To The Forefront. The Exchange Of Knowledge, Contributing Substantive Content In Terms Easily Digested Is Of Great Value.

Included:  Any needed survey, staking, records, and proper recording. Size, materials, height appropriate marker of boundaries, borders, burial, historical sites. Including the obscure, as can be determined even in later timeline. 

As utilized above, there are local private sector people commanding area-specific knowledge. Many possessing a generational grasp of terrain and/or event otherwise lost to the annals of time. Most are elders with a magnitude of data, a reserved bunch. For those interested, being ever prepared for note taking is a must, better yet recording. When some start talking, many times in casual exchange, in the most unexpected of moments, there commonly comes forth a cache of knowledge so immense, most are ill prepared for retention. Given the passage of time, health and other.... delayed outreach can arrive at a suddenly closed library. 
 

Included: Trails, roads and dispersed camping- clearing and reopening in timely manner. There should be no net loss of travel or camping systems, access, or usage entirety. IF, there is to be loss or closure of dispersed camping, it first needs mitigated by an increase of shared-use, USFS campground capacity or associated other in area.  A Textbook Example Of Planning And Execution. 

Included:  Navigable remarking of trails, roads signage, and posting of staging/parking areas. Also day-use, pit vaults, wildlife viewing, recreational and other permitted activity. Also durable perimeter fencing, cross fencing, gates, corrals, pens, loading/unloading structures or other regarding livestock, agricultural and other allowable operations.
These Overall Endeavors To Utilize Local Businesses, Vendors, Contractors First And Foremost. Said Endeavors, Materials, Transportation, Procurement And Ancillary Needs To Be Supportive Of Local Dollar Circulation And Fostering Of Community Economics. Proven traits of yesterday seemingly dismissed in this modern era.
 
Our forested areas include numerous rural and remote communities having been force fed a dearth of vibrancy, and an abundance of loss. The loss, in no small part, are impact of societal pressures, non-sustainable policy, industry adverse judicial rulings, massive overregulation, political environment and corporate abandonment. All dark avenues to a loss of prosperity including living-wage careers, family sustaining jobs, departure of young families, and flattened revenue base. 

A once productive Boise National Forest, through an escalated reduction in timber sales, is aligned with detriment to, or termination of large sawmill closings in Idaho. Including McCall 1977, Council 1995, Horseshoe Bend 1998, Cascade 2001, Emmett 2011. In the late 1980s Horseshoe Bend had upgraded operations to accommodate smaller logs. Still, the table was set for termination.

Advancing A Fire Suppression Complex Over Sound Forest Management Is Destructive To Forest And Freshwater Ecosystems,  Shared With Much Appreciation To The Author.

Fire suppression has become a costly, failed practice of 40 years, deeply entrenched today. One suffering a growing magnitude of wild lands firefighter step out locally, regionally, nationally- likely globally. One can realize duty creep, failed advancement, health decline, family impact and more upon both Forest Service and contract personnel.
Insufficient infill, steep drop off of institutional knowledge is so very evident in this era of the ‘Grey Tsunami Of Retirements’  and  ‘Employee Churn’ across numerous trades.
Once drop off becomes so very evident, operational efficiency is many times an escalating issue going forward, and difficult to reverse. An impacted craft is tough enough. A depleted trade, or fully committed workforce rises to a whole other level.

Needs exceeding resources are so very evident with the 2024 insertion of (250) active duty military personnel from Joint Base Lewis-McChord, augmenting crews on the BNF and PNF fires. Reported to have included the:
• 14th Brigade Engineer Battalion
• 117 Infantry Battalion
• 2-2 Stryker Brigade Combat Battalion
• 7th Infantry Division
 
An alarming term 'wage theft' even surfaces in circulation. Extended deployment and heavy overtime can be troublesome substitutes for personal wage growth, effective cost of living increases, and needs-specific per diem allowance. Wages insufficient to a level of prosperity can be adverse to safety and operational aspects.
 
Compensation and benefits compression, and also workforce reduction often become an operational pitfall- set in motion by senior management and/or executive level.
Maximized cost control effected upon the workforce all to often increases stress, retention and recruitment wreckage.
 
Lands management on the Boise National Forest and others, would be well served by bettered knowledge of associated past and not so past forest events, expansive topics within the umbrella of the greater body USFS, USDA, Legislative and Congressional chambers. Appropriations and logistics all to often being a foggy atmosphere, in murky waters, under massive umbrella, many times a pressurized setting.
 
Complex agencies are many times a labyrinth to navigate, for personnel, vendors and the public. Complexity lends to bureaucracy. Often leading to communication deficit, lack of continuity, confusion, redundancy, waste, dysfunction, financial churn,  deteriorating resilience- earmarks of systematically growing broke. Vision, hearing, and comprehension deficit being well established.



 
Sourced From The Internet, Paraphrased Here:  Established in 1905, an agency within the USDA, a mass of 30,000 employees within the USFS. Managing (154) national forests, (20) National Grasslands, covering nearly 200 million acres, in (43) states, the Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico. The agency is at times additionally involved with numerous other jurisdictions in lands stewardship pursuit. One can read an excess of one billion acres involvement.  

With our national forests and rangelands going up in smoke each year, no small part a deficiency of effective management is, a sad state of affairs. The damage, all to often destruction, of our forest and range resource ecosystems has become a protracted annual event. Many times only onset of fall or winter weather is fire season ending event. 
This should rise to a level of course correction from status-quo. There is failed adherence, at least in part, to the United States Forest Service Mission Statement and Motto. One has to wonder about a more formal term of compliance. Could be a performance or bloat evaluation of the greater USFS agency is on the horizon. One could look in the direction of the greater USDA as well. Having annual appropriation approaching half that of the US Department of Defense budget.
 
Reference the year 2015- An intense Congressional attack on another tenured Federal Agency, the Export-Import Bank, or EXIM, established 1934. Under the Obama Administration an organized non-renewal, a skillful neglect within Congress... allowed charter expiration... by design. Obstruction via dysfunction. An infamous exclamation from a then member of the Idaho delegation,  all we have to do is nothing.
 
This commenced a major battle in both political parties, both sides of center, upper and lower chambers. This was the first ever non-renewal of charter in the decades old agency. Major concerns included cronyism, corruption and risk to US taxpayers. 
Controls of reduced lending authority continued for nearly five years. Adverse to US Gross Domestic Product, American exporters, clients of,  and multi-tier downstream suppliers.

Many suppliers of which are small business and privately held,  collectively the backbone of American might and economic resilience. Advocacy of EXIM included innumerable outlets, including right here in the Gem State, also including domestically configured suppliers.  Opportunity is key to vitality. Considerable reform, particularly at executive level was effected. Full lending authority eventually restored under the first Trump Administration. 

With ineffective overall management evident in our forests, including the Boise National Forest, a defect by some measure, reasoning minds are hard pressed to see reasonable value. Risk, damage, destruction, death.... aplenty. Opportunity within our forested resources is wasting away. That’s no accident,  might be time for a gut check.

With an incoming 2nd Trump Administration one can expect an abundance of conservative pursuit, and hopefully return to productivity. The advent of Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) looks to focus on wasteful federal spending. 
Conservative minds would be intent on misappropriation of public funds. The largest of our federal agencies with massive budget expenditures, particularly those with operational flaw, redundancy or performance concerns, have exposure. Seemingly already in range is the US Department Of Defense.

Cost control is a slippery slope. There often is minimal grasp, if any at all, of the difference between cheap and inexpensive by key decision makers. Particularly within budgeting, procurement, scoping, and policy perimeters. This can lead to risk, waste, depletion- even destruction of resource and/or asset. This has been publicly witnessed time and time and time again. We digress paragraph entirety to other pages.

This recent fire season, including the numerous large fires on the BNF, including the Wapiti, Lava and other 2024 fires are testament to missteps decade, after decade, after decade. Seemingly an operational flaw or performance issue within managing entity. A massive accumulation of diseased, dying, dead timber, blow down... undergrowth and other fuels contribute to lightning starts... laddering, crowning, torching, spotting, storming, ashing and minimal vision. Effecting untenable surface and air crew operational safety at times.
 
The Wapiti and Lava fires burned over several forest systems including the BNF. That in and of itself is prime example of dying and dead timber tracts left standing for far too long. An ocean of dead red and/or ghost grey for miles. Much of the area west of Stanley would have been very accessible for timber harvest through time as appropriate. Helicopter logging of earlier times, while challenging logistically and financially, would at least have a level of revenue verses costing entirety of helicopter firefighting. That holds true for fire-log salvage also.




When one thinks of forest and freshwater ecosystems, human, livestock and other living
resources-  cheap can AND has become deadly, quickly. Add in personal injury, impact to livelihood, family security, damage or destruction of infrastructure.... impact to homeowner, landowner, commerce, revenue, recreation and tourism…. Cheap, Becomes Catastrophic Beyond Adequate Expression. 

 While not widely recognized, some of these fires on the Boise, and other, likely destroyed endangered species habitat such as Wolverine. Future prescribed burn treatment of small tract (500 acre) to large tract (5000 acre) has potential to do the same destruction without full, inclusive, and period-specific environmental analysis.  A targeted 48,000 acre burn annually for 20 years appears very bold language this far in advance. Reckless may be another word for consideration.

Likely  is mentioned above because the odds are favorable in that direction. Personal experience betters the equation. While commonly purported to exist at 8000' and higher, they do range to less than half that rugged elevation. Having been occasionally spotted much lower as well, including: Ada, Canyon, Elmore, Jerome, Shoshone and Twin Falls County. An awareness of Idaho Wolverine Management and other species conservation, can shed some light on misconception. 

The Executive Summary Within The Management Plan for the Conservation of Wolverines in Idaho 2014-2019. Idaho Department of Fish and Game. An Excerpt:  Wolverines have been seen in most, if not all historically occupied habitat in Idaho.
  
In October, elk hunting circa 2000s, in Unit 24,  a wolverine was observed less than 100 yds away. An awesome encounter, also in close proximity to the hunter's pickup. Location on the west side of the NF of Payette River, upstream of the Rainbow Bridge. Highway 55 within close proximity, being one of Idaho's busiest, day and night.  South bound commercial jake-brake sound reverberating off river canyon walls apparently not a bother. Those having experienced this clatter, even into further timber, can attest.  Once this guy noticed the two hunters he casually trotted over to, and disappeared into a big slash pile,  a visual evidence,  of effective forest management.  This area just downstream from roughly the ignition point of this years Boulder Fire on the Boise National Forest.
 
Professions of accounting, counseling and risk assessing certainly have their place. In that vein- Influential gatekeepers can be supportive, or adverse, to operational effort.  Simply through tasked duty. Systemic tone deafness associated with distance from hands-on operations can be aligned with dysfunction. 
As such, it seems the US Forest Service Supervisors Office within the federal complex in Boise would possess facilitation for the (5) District offices in Cascade, Emmett, Idaho City, Lowman and Mountain Home. Likewise the Intermountain Region 4 USFS office in Ogden, UT. 

Closer To Forester And Crews: Logistics, decision making, resource flow, resolve and production can be fluidized. Encouraging personnel leadership at all levels, and utilizing pragmatic traits are key. A shovel and gloves always at the ready, and the will to use them used to be commonplace. Other every day usage tools inclusion as well.
 
Grasping the situational facts one knows them to be, in the moment, making decision and moving forward in timely manner is productive. Working a plan until the plan doesn't work... gathering and making a new plan is formative. It's not rocket science and is time tested across numerous industry in private sector. This mindset has prevailed in our mountainous areas to the before-time. Prior establishment of the Wilderness Area 1964. Prior the US Forest Service being established 1905.  Prior Idaho statehood 1890.  Prior formation of the earliest settlements in the region becoming the Idaho Territory 1863.  Likely including the Mountain Shoshone/Sheepeater Tribe of the Salmon River Region.

Trusting the experience of those nearby,  including long-time residents, old-timers, loggers, outfitters, ranchers, miners, pilots, vendors and knowledgeable others in one's midst is empowering in several ways.  Crews becoming rigid, awaiting control and command, or arrival of categorized worker, is onset of bureaucracy in the workplace. 

Post-event repairs to burn areas are aligned to a degree with varying levels of routine maintenance. Wholly, planned maintenance performed regularly, goes a longs ways toward prevention of breakdown, emergency and more.

There is imperative need for timely fire log sales and the fostering of transport to and from serviceable access. Going forward, in addition to repair, its reasonable to expect tax dollar resources and fire-log salvage revenue bettering access, bettering camping, continual brush grubbing and annual thinning. 

Seasonal timber sales and productive harvest receipts should contribute as well. Insufficient personnel, limited equipment, heavy scope, timeline compression- Need, is when capable contractor services come into play. Repairs, and success of, on the BNF and others are time sensitive.  So are  renewed focus on effective thinning treatments, effective maintenance, new asset creation, and protective measure.
Definitive, well laid out scope and timeline, competent supply chain inclusion, well vetted contractor capability, timely RFP outreach, scheduling awareness in bid award is aligned with project success, or not.  Again, local operators first and foremost. Local dollar circulation, and a focus on community economics.

Restricted access to our public lands, or access denial, on the Boise National Forest and other, has become an aggravator more now than in recent history. Many times there becomes closure or an imposing restriction to reasonable access of public lands for, an assortment of projected reasons. Including special interest beckoning. The US Forest Service is notorious for this. Also all too often citing the lack of maintenance and ensuing damage to close roads and trails on national forests leading to yet more termination of access, less maintenance, and more damage yet, including to social interface. This is not happen stance or unforeseen impact.  This is closure through agency negligence and/or ear bending of special interest pressures.

Of recent,  are Forest Service Campground hosts citing non-entry for off-road users. Reasonable people understand the difference between a campground,  and disruptive activities associated with a cycle park. A cordial reminder of this, and campground etiquette policy may be warranted. Generally though this type of entry is lavatory oriented.  Abusive behavior is another matter entirely.  Should this restriction become an actual forest service campground policy declaration, handouts including printed name, signature and contact information of effecting officer could help alleviate ruffled feathers of both host and visitor. Reflecting of the BNF renewed desire for usage upon the Boise, more public amenities are needed.  Bona-fide campers paying a fee for camping, and other shared usage, development of more pit lavatories outside campgrounds would provide rounded usage.

On another level, hard closure also includes the DF Development tracts of the Wilks brothers in several Idaho counties, including the Boise National Forest. Private land ownership is one thing, some of these privately owned land tracts though are effectively restricting access to public land. An impediment to mans activities upon the land, to shared-use, to reasonable expectation of managed land.

Within This Vein- DF lands privately owned currently, were largely comprised in the 1930's and forward, of then Boise Payette Lumber Company. Subsequently becoming owned by BCC at the formation of Boise Cascade Corp INC 1957. The land, or tracts of, decades ago, were entered into a 're-forestation agreement' with governing entity. This having been commonly known by whom are now elders. 
An agreement in exchange for favorable tax rate to landowner was public usage for 'recreational purposes' on the land. Again commonly known- recited, accepted, utilized. There is substance to this. Decades and ownership changes later... DF land closure, earlier open to shared-use, now gated, effectively restricting access to public lands, has many wondering the lands taxation rate. Particularly within this era of rampant taxation to property owners of even the smallest of dwellings, even un-developed property.   Even The Non-Accessible.

Since Wilks ownership there has been commercial timber harvest, tract selling, continuing investment gain and on the horizon, commercial development. One is hard-pressed to see any sense of re-forestation or lands management. There are however, an abundance of green gates obstructing historically open roads, and barrels of orange paint defacing trees.

For inquisitive minds, an endeavor to various recorder offices may shed some light. Be prepared for yesteryear's record keeping systems. Valley County is a good place to start,  country folk are helpful.

NOTE:  Positive interface with user-groups can lead to supportive alliance. Local and seasonal residents, campers, horseman, sportsmen, firewood cutters, off-road & over snow users. 

REFERENCE:  The Big Creek Lodge rebuild project and airstrip maintenance after the 2008 fire. Solid partnerships formed out of that destruction, including with the Forest Service. The Idaho Aviation Association, residents and other users of area quickly bonded together.

TESTAMENT:  Big Creek Lodge and other structures still stand today, a result of awareness, a sense of community, defensible space, and firefighter commitment. This after the rapid advance of the Logan fire, an apparent lightning start. One identified, yet allowed to slumber for nearly a month. Suddenly becoming an explosive eruption and wind driven firestorm threatening the mountain communities of Big Creek and Edwardsburg. Also numerous outlying homes, cabins and other investments. Missteps per rearview mirror. 

Worthy Of Mention:  Is that several times in the past the Big Creek/Edwardsburg area has been told the area would be receiving fire mitigation treatments that did not happen. Supposedly there was money appropriated for this numerous times. The fire mitigation contracts the Forest Service put out the last couple of years helped immensely during the 2024 Logan Fire.  One can only imagine what could have been accomplished if more of these contracts would have been let out for bid.
This is a National Forest problem, not a local problem.  More of this concern is in the Yellow Pine area on the Boise National Forest, the area around Golden Gate Hill. The north and east side of Golden Gate pose huge fire potential. The east and south sides are not far behind.  Money spent on fire mitigation here would be a drop in the bucket compared to fire suppression and protecting the Village of Yellow Pine.  The northern advance, perimeter of the 2020 Buck Fire for reference.

Worthy Of Mention:   Is the debacle of fire camp mobilization to support the  Logan Fire suppression. A fire not on the Boise National Forest, although a USFS tasking, a taxpayer concern all the same.  A camp mostly assembled at the Forest Service Guard Station on Johnson Creek, on the BNF, just south of Yellow Pine. Upon determining a need for more acreage, changing plans to a location back up Johnson Creek, further from Yellow Pine, further from the Logan Fire. Then changing to the Forest Service facility at Landmark, further away yet. Camp equipment and gear returning back to Long Valley, then north to McCall. Heavy transport activity north and south along Johnson Creek, impacting the freshly graded road. 

This fire camp was quite apparently ordered by someone with,  no clue. Supposedly a (500 man) camp was ordered originally. There’s two problems,  a camp that size won’t fit at the Johnson Creek Guard station,  and the fire camp contractor for this camp, had contract stipulations To Not Go Off Pavement.  That poses a problem anywhere along Johnson Creek. The Forest Service neglected to inform the fire camp contractors  ‘to not use’ GPS  in the Boise or the Payette National Forests. This led to at least two semi-trucks becoming stranded off pavement at Warm Lake.  

One semi-truck became stuck between trees & had to sit there waiting FS tree faller arrival from other area, to remove trees that were pinning the semi-truck in. These trees likely caused damage to the semi truck.  About this time, someone in the forest service, probably in a Payette National Forest office, made the call to now move the fire camp to McCall. After numerous pieces of the camp made it to McCall, the decision was made to disband the fire camp.  At this time there was one water tanker now sitting in McCall. It had potable water onboard treated with chlorine, which couldn’t be dumped just anywhere. After putting the driver of this truck up in a motel room overnight, it was decided the next morning where to dump this water at. 



Having a void within supportive and leadership strengths in serviceable proximity to the Logan Fire was adverse to effort. This created extensive air drop for days on end to the Big Creek Airstrip U60.  This in addition to effective helicopter operations supporting ground crews.

A saga of consecutive missteps. Control and command hard at work, almost.  A magnitude of resource and man hour waste.  Managing bureaucracy on full display.  No rearview mirror needed.

NOTE:  Simple enquiry on November 29,  and again December 4 to the email address ending in usda.gov, specified for such, were not responded to by anyone within the Boise National Forest,  the US Forest Service,  or the US Department of Agriculture. That,  greatly pales in comparison to the services of the Payette National Forest, McCall, ID office.  Therefor,  quite likely the district offices within the PNF.

Solicitation of public comment to the Boise National Forest aligns with policy. 
Effectively utilizing input is a task in the making.  For those considering scoping alignment of this submittal,  or veracity within,  encouragement is offered.

Best Regards,
 
Dirk Christison
Boise, Idaho 

Doug Christison
Yellow Pine, Idaho







	
	
	



